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DEDICATION. 


TO FASHION. 


HE uſual object of Dedi- 
cations 1s to diſplay the 
virtues, talents, genius, and 
dignity of the perſon to whoſe 
patronage and protection the 
Author 1s graciouſly permitted 
to addreſs his work; with the 
hope, either implied or expreſſed, 
that the ſanction of a great, il- 
luſtrious or honoured name may 
recommend his labours to the 
b notice 
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notice and approbation of the 
public at large. 

I ſhall, however, adopt a dif- 
fſcrent and rather uncommon 
mode of procceding; I ſhall not 
dedicate theſe volumes to any 
leading perſon in the iafhiona- 
ble world, the clegance of whoſe 
manners, the variety of whoſe 
accompliſhments, the ſplendor 
of whole taſte, and the con- 
fidence of whoſe mind, has 
made her an object of general 
attention and imitation ;---no; 
II ſhall dedicate them to Fa- 
SHION HERSELF, and, inſtead of 
endeavouring to conciliate fa- 
vour and patronage by the ſe- 


ducing 


* 


DEDICATION. vii 


ducing power of adulation, by 
gilded falſchood and flattering 
miſrepreſentation, I ſhall en- 
deavour to deſerve, if I do not 
obtain, protection, by unfold- 
ing the follics, indecorums, vices 
and crimes of my patroneſs. 

I therefore declare, Madam, 
that you are at this moment em- 
ployed and occupied in the in- 
troduction of thoſe manners and 
that profligacy, which brought 
on the ruin of a neighbouring 
kingdom, have involved Europe 
in all the miſeries that now op- 
preſs it, and, if ſuffered to ad- 
vance to maturity, will ſhortly 
corrupt, and in the end annihi- 

b 2 late 


vin DEDICATION. 
late the boaſted virtue and ho- 


nour of Great Britain. 

There never was a period, 
and I aſlert it, fearleſs of con- 
tradiction, though with an ach- 
ing heart, when your influence 
was ſo baneful to morals, ſo 
obnoxious to honour, and ſo 
hoſtile to domeſtic happineſs 
as in the day that is paſſing over 
us. But though I cannot allow 
you one ſolitary good quality, I 
am ready to do you juſtice by 
acknowledging your genius, 
however miſapplied, and your 
penetration, however ill di- 
rected. 

Lou 
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You well know that men, 
from the nature of their occu- 
pations, from the objects which 
they purſue, and the paſſions 
that govern them, are not alto- 
gether ſubject to your controul ; 
it is, therefore, to the women, 
and to the men who reſemble 
women, that you direct your pe- 
culiar and inſidious attentions. 

You well know the potency 
of female influence in an high 
ſtate of civilized ſociety. 

In ſhort, you well know, that 
if you can cnilave, or in other 
words, if you can corrupt the - 
women; if you can infuſe into 
the female character a fanatical] 


diſpoſition 
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diff ion to attend upon your 
Fig your reign will be ſecure, 
and yuur dominion ſupreme. 
Hence it is, that you em- 
ploy fo much art to influence 
the hicher orders of the female 
world, from the cradle to the 
grave. I!cnce it is, that you 
ſuperintend female Education, 
from a ſtate of infancy to the 
grand epocha of being preſented 
at Court, Fence it is, that you 
conduct your votaries through 
various ſcenes of gaicty, an, 
and diſſipation, to the Altar; 
and from thence, through all the 
11 
11 
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gligence of maternal duties, 
and the indulgence of matured 
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paſſions, to the hnal reſources 
of cards, or devotion: for in 
ſome caſes, 


& Vous donnez a Dieu ics reſtes du 
Diable.“ 

Your original power was con— 

{ined tothe les of the loom, 

and the toil and te of milli— 

ners and mantua-mikers; to the 


ſhape and DER of { upholifiens, 


and the cxtciior decoration of 


the uſcful 2paiatus” of life ; 
and, while 8 Sc 
to hee objec s, 3 othce was 
at la!l Wollen we and innccent. 
It can be o. little conſequence 
to morality, Religion, and ge- 
neral manners, Whether women 
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wear large hats, or ſmall hats, 
whether their waiſts are long 
or ſhort, or whether they chuſe 
to wear wigs or their own hair. 
Such arrangements do not de- 
ſerve a ſerious conſideration: 
but when you preſume to dic- 
tate, or rather deſtroy, prin- 
ciples and influence manners ; 
when you take upon you to oc- 
cupy the place of reaſon and 
expericnce; when you allume 
the province of forming cha- 
racter, the conſcquences be- 

come very alarming and dan- 
gcrous to the health, the virtue 


and happineſs of the female 
world. 


In 
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In your progreſs to complete 
the converſion which you have 
in view, you exert all your en- 
deavours to undermine thoſe 
qualities which muſt prove the 
great obſtacle to your deſigns. 
You have, indeed, been for ſome 
time, moſt wickedly active, and 
fatally ſucceſsful, in baniſhing 
modeſty from your circles --- 
Hence it is, that the faſhionable 
young women of the preſent 
day, indulge themſelves in a 
mode of converſation, a latitude 
of expreſſion and a freedom of 
demeanour, which the courte- 
zan of a former period would 
have bluſhed to practiſe. ---- 

C Hence 
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Hence it is, that we find ele- 
gant, high-born girls of {:xicen 
in poſſeſſion of all the know- 
ledge which they ought not to 
know, and their grandmothers 
never appeared to have known! 
This is the firſt ſtep to profli- 
gacy, becauſe a want of mo- 
deſty, in the ſingle ſtate, leads, 
rather readily, to the ſacrifice 
of chaſtity in the married cha- 
racter. 

Dreſs may run through all its 
variations, from ſimplicity to 
gaudineſs, from ſplendor to 
the fantaſtic, without any vio- 
lation of decorum or moral duty; 
but the preſent mode of ap- 


pearance, 
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pearance, which is adopted by 
many perſons in iu lor life, is a 
very high degree cf immoerality, 
becaule it is indecent and im- 
; hecauſe it is a ſhame- 

leſs defiance and contempt of 
thoſe qualities, Which arc con- 
ſidered by reaſon and Religion, 
as the brighteſt ornaments of 
the female character. There 
is, indeed, little doubt, if one 
of thole unhappy women, who 
have abandoned themſelves, or 
been abandoned by their ſe- 
ducers, to proſtitution, were to 
appear in any public place, 
in that ſhocking, halt-cloath- 
ed ſtate, in which ſo many 
"CY women 
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women of rank preſent them- 
ſelves to faſhionable aſſemblies, 
that ſhe would riſk a ſubmiſ— 
ſion to the penalties of Pride— 
well. 

The time was, when you were 
nothing more than the regu— 
laung miniſter of the forms and 
exterior appearance of thoſe 
ranks in life which require a 
modcrate attention to them. 
You then poſiciiced a uſeful in- 
fivence to which a ſubmiſſion 
might be practiſed without 1n- 
convenience or diſhonour.---= 
But the time now is, when 
you are become the {chool-miſ- 
trels of vice and immorality, 


when 
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when the Dæmon of impudence 
is your idol, and when the 
patbs, in which you conduct 
your diſciples, lead to profligacy, 
to ruin and a premature ſe- 
pulchre. 

But though your power, I ſear, 
is increaſing, there is, I doubt 
not, {till remaining a ſufficient 
ſtock of virtue, which, if brought 
into exertion, would not only 
check but deſtroy it. During 
that ſcaſon which our Church 
has ſet apart for a more particu- 
lar review of our ſpiritual ſtate 


and condition, the pariſh church 
of St. James has been weekly 


crouded, to inconvenience, with 


perſons, 


nw” „ — ” 2 
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perſons, and particularly women, 
of rank, wealth and diſtinction, 
to hear an cloquent, learned and 


pious Prelate expound the prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, enforce 


its duties, diſplay the celeſtial 
inheritance which awaits the 
good, and denounce the puniſh- 
ment which will one day tread 
on the heels of tranſgreſſion. 
His labours, and the example of 
other diſtinguithed perſons, wall, 
I truſt, arreſt you in your wick- 
cd career. Nor am I without 


the hope, that the following 


pages, humble and inferior as 
they arc, and muſt be, will be 


found to aid the cauſe of virtue ; 
that 
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that they will tend to diminiſh 
your abominable inſiuence, to 
reſtore the reign of decency, 
decorum and good morals, and 
promote a ſaving ſenſe of ho- 
nour, virtue and Religion, among 
the female youth of my country. 


A. T. 


INTRODUCTION, 
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THE 


INTRODUCTION. 
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AET HOUGH this crude per- 

formance 1s announced to the 
world, under the title of a Novel, yet, 
the female reader, muſt not expect 
to find pathetic tales of love, mar- 
velous prodigies, or even thoſe ele- 
gant flights of fancy, which are ſo 
apt to delight, and captivate the un- 


formed mind. No, it conſiſts only 


(a few moral reflections excepted) 
of plain ſimple rAcrs, but indil- 
Vor. I. B ferently 
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tcrently told; ſtill, however, it has 
one merit, which with ſome readers, 
will give it perhaps, a value, even in 
preference to a fiction, however fine- 
iy imagined, although it be deco- 
rated with all the flowers of lan- 
guage, the ſentimental deſcriptions 
of a Yoric, or the refined and ele- 
gant expreſſions of a BuzxEy's pen! 
It has ey1.ain TRUTH, only, without 
the leaſt ornament to recommend 
it, and though it may fail in giving 
the reader entertainment, yet, it may 
probably ſerve to inſtrutt ſome love- 
ly girl, to avoid the dangers to which 
youth and innocence are ſo often 
expoled, and alſo to convince her, 
that there 1s not that ſtreſs to be laid, 
on what 1s called the firſt company, 
as the idea ſeems to convey ! The 
fact is, a young woman niques her 
fame, who is ambitious to aſſociate 

with 


1 
with the GREAT,“ as it requires pe- 
culiar ſtrength of mind to reſiſt the 
temptations, that are perpetually 
thrown in her way by the men; but 
ſtill more, to guard herſelf againſt be- 
ing betrayed into vice or folly, by the 
women, who are (generally ſpeak- 
ing) more corrupt; for there is no 
mediocrity in women, as in men; 
they are either much sur ERIOR, or, 
infinitely woxsE]! A man, though 
a libertine of the moſt debauched 


* It is to be obſerved, we mean only ſuch young 
women, who {without the advantages of high birth 
or fortune) have nothing to recommend them to the 
notice of thoſe, who move in a higher ſphere, but 
their talents, or perſonal beauty; and not being con- 
fidered upon an equality with their ſuperiors, are 
ſeldom regarded in any other light, than as being 
able to contribute to their entertainment, and often- 
times made to ſubmit to ſtill more painful humili- 
ations! For, as a celebrated writer has obſerved, 
* diſproportioned friendſhips, ever terminate in diſ- 
% ouſt!” 
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principles, has been found to poſſeſs 


ſome good qualities, but, a woman, 


once loſt to uxoD EST, and viRTUE, 
(the greateſt ornaments that can 
adorn the ſex) is irrecoverably gone: 
and to add yet further to the num- 
ber of her crimes, her guilty ſoul 
ſtill prompts her on to deſtroy the 
peace and fame of other females, by 
endeavouring to corrupt their minds, 
and bring them on a level with her- 
ſelf, and too often ſucceeds in this 
diabolical attempt, by laughing a 
young woman out of that amiable 
baſhfulneſs, which ſhe herſelf, no 
longer poſſeſſes! 

No virtuous and amiable woman 
will be offended at what is here ad- 
vanced, and as to women of any 
other deſcription, it matters not. 


| The candid, and unprejudiced rea- 
der alone, is humbly entreated to 


pardon 


EA 


pardon the numberleſs errors which 
the Authorcſs is but too conſcious ſhe 
has let drop from her pen; but as 
ſhe is only actuated by virtuous mo- 
tives, and being deiirous of expoling 
to ridicule and contempt, thoſe 
vices, and follics, which are daily 
encreaſing to the utter diſgrace of 
human nature, ſhe flatters herſelf, 
ſhe ſhall not be thought to ment 
cenſure, although ſhe ſhould fail of 
cntire approbation. 


CHAP. 


C HAF. I. 


A DESCRIPTION OF BON TON nA, AND 


CAE PROPRIETORS OF THAT DELIGHT- 
FUL MANSION, 


CC —O———_—_—— 


EFORE we enter into a detail of the 
remarkable events which happened 

at Bon Ton Hall, the ſeat of Sir William 
Bon Ton, we will endeavour to give the 
reader an idea of the amiable proprietor 
of that beautiful manſion. With an hand- 
ſome perſon, Sir William poſſeſſed a molt 
captivating addreſs, was perfectly well 
bred, with an cngaging diſpoſition, which 
delighted in making every one happy 
about him. In this deſire to pleaſe, he 
ſeldom failed, for he was univerſally be- 


loved by thoſe who had the honour of 


being known to him; but as it is impol- 
lible 
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{ble lor mortal man to be pertett, $1; 
William had his faults, but they wer- 
iuch as by no means procecded either 
from a vicious or depraved heart ; on the 
contrary, it was his natural generoſity, 
hoſpitality, and benevolence, which led 
him into expences, that in prudence he 
ought moſt certainly to have avoided. But, 
nevertheleſs, if he had poſſeſſed a diſcrect 
wife who had centered her own happineſs 
in that of her huſband's, he might have 
indulged his taſte for ſplendour, without 
injury to his fortune ; but his Lady was 
a different kind of Being; ſhe imitated all 
her huſband's foibles, without giving onc 
ſpecimen of his many virtues! Her extra- 
vagance was beyond all bounds, her love 
of finery and magnificence was, indeed, 
equal to her huſband's, but then ker hear: 
was corrupt ; her purſuits were riotous 
pleaſures, without employing the rational 
means of procuring ſolid happineſs cither 
to herſelf or others; her perſon was {mail 
and well proportioned, pretty features, 
and a {mall well ſhaped head, which was 


ornamented 


19 


ornamented with a profuſion of fine hair 
(all natural) plaited a /a Romain; ſhe af- 
fetted the foreign manners, and copied 
their franckiſe, but without their polite- 
neſs or thoſe prtits agremens, fo bewitching 
in a well-bred French woman ; her manners 
were rather vulgar than clegant, and yet 
ſhe was not altogether deſtitute of the 
powers of pleaſing, and if ſhe had never 
ſeen the Continent ſhe would have made a 
better wife; for it is certainly true that 
an Engliſh woman, unleſs ſhe poſſeſſes 
ſtrength of mind, a good underſtanding, 
a right idea of honour and virtue, and is 
likewiſe under the influence of a man of 
ſenſe who knows the world, and, more- 
over, how to govern the actions of his 
wife, ſhe will return home a coxcomb 
both in dreſs and manners, and at leaſt 
her morals corrupted, if not her perſon. — 
This bold aſſertion, though it may ſeem 
ſevere, is nevertheleſs but too true; the 
poſſebility of which will be made to appear 
in the ſequel of this little hiſtory. 

Vor. 1. C The 
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The magnificent manſion where this 
couple reſided was ſituated on a riſing 
ground, which commanded not an exten- 
five, but a pleaſing proſpect, with a pic- 
tureſque view of the adjacent country. 
A noble avenue led to the houſe, on each 
fide of which was a delightful ſhrubbery, 
planted with aromatics, which ſhed its 
rich perfumes around the whole domain. 
On the other ſide was a very extenſive 
and beautiful lawn gradually ſloping to- 
wards a wilderneſs of large extent, at the 
bottom of which ran a {mall rivulet, the 
ſoft murmurs of which added to the plea. 
ſures of this paſtoral ſcene. Such was 
the ſpot where Sir William wiſhed to 
blend the magnificence of Axr, with the 
enchanting beauties of NATURE. 

Sir William having propoſed to treat 
his friends with a theatrical entertainment, 
he mentioned his intentions to Roſcius, 
with whom he was not only upon terms 
of the moſt friendly intimacy, but for 
whoſe picture he had juſt given an hun- 

dred 


( 1 ) 
dred guineas, in the character of Hamici. 
He intreated him to affiſt him with a few 
ſtage dreſſes ſor the men only; upon which 
the celebrated Roſcius, who did not al- 
ways play the part of a gentJeman fo well 
off as on the ſtage, began to make ſome 
dificultics, and had the meanneſs even to 
hint to Sir W. that it would be infinitely 
beiter, as it was for a private theatrical, 
that they ſhould be entirely new, and 
that when Sir W. had done with them he 
would willingly purchaſc them of him for 
what they might be apprailed!!—The 
aſtoniſhment of the Baronet may be eaſier 
conceived than deſcribed ; but he ſhewed 


no other reſentment than by turning in- 


dignantly from him with thoſe feelings of 
contempt which the little man ſo juſtly 
merited; and mentioning the circumſtance 
to Mr. F. whom he met with ſoon after, 
Mr. F. ſaid he was not at all ſurpriſed, 
knowing him to be incapable of GREAT 
actions, but on the ſtage; but, continued 
he, come along with me, and I vill in- 
troduce you to Rich, who is as liberal in 

C2 hs; 
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3 
kis manner of thinking as the other is 
mean. Accordingly Rich not only received 
Sir William with every mark of the moſt 
polite attention, but generouſly ſent him 
all the paraphernalia neceſſary for the 
performance of Jurtivs Casar. 

Sir William having purchaſed ſome 
beautiful ſcenes for the occaſion, he ſet 
off immediately to his country ſeat to 
make the nece ſſary preparations. 


CHAP. II. 


GREAT PREPARATIONS MADE FOR THE 
PERFORMANCE OF JULIUS CASAR j— 
LADY BON TON GREATLY MORTIFIED 
UPON FINDING A RIVAL IN EUTERPE, 


1 Reader may eaſily form ſome 
idea of the gay ſcene which already 
begins to preſent itſelf to his view— 
the aſſembling ſo numerous a company, 
many of whom were to perform in the 


play : 


1 


play: a number of muſicians of the very 
firſt claſs, the rehearſals, the making up 
of rich dreſſes for the Ladies who per- 
formed, (ſome of whom were of high 
rank) the buſtle and confuſion of work- 
1 men, artiſts, &c. with ſervants, carriages, 
. horſes, &c. all entertained for many 
weeks, in a moſt princely ſtyle. As near 
as we can recollett, there were not leſs 
than ſeventy rational Beings in the houſc! 
The table covered twice a day with a pro- 
fuſion of delicacies, the moſt expenſive 
wines, and every other luxury and re- 
finement that could poſſibly be thought 
of to pleaſe the ſenſe of mortal man ! The 
grand ſaloon was turned into a theatre 
and, in ſhort we might add, that the 
| whole houſe was turned up-fede-down ! All 
a the company who were invited to the 
play were reccived at the door of the 
{mall ſaloon, where there was a table 
moſt clegantly covered with refreſhments 
that the noble auditors might ſeaſt before 
ihe drawing up of the curtain. The two 
youngeſt viſitors, Selina and Euterpe, 
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were both of them appointed to receive 
the company, as their parts in the play 
did not come on till the fourth adt.— 
Euterpe perceiving Lord B. at the door 
ihe went up to him, when, ſeeing an ill- 
dreſſed ſhabby looking woman, with a 
tucked up linen gown, and a little ruſty 
black bonnet, endeavouring to come in, 
ihe ſhut the door in her face, taking her 
for a beggar-woman, upon which Lord 
B. exclaimed, good God! Euterpe, what 
are you Going? do not you know that 
you are ſhutting the door upon the 
Ducheſs of Q.? however, her Grace 
laughed it off with great good humour; 
yet Euterpe could not help making 
her comments upon the impertinent airs 
of ſome of theſe great people; for it was 
vanity, not rudeneſs, that made her Grace 
affect a mean dreſs: ſhe thought her rank 
alone ſufficient to gain reſpett and atten- 
tion from the gaping multitude, without 
the trifling aid of dreſs. All this might 
have done very well when ſhe was young 
and handſome, but with an old wrinkled face 

| : It 
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it will never do. All the reſt of the com- 
pany, which conſiſted of the firſt nobility 
in the county, were dreſſed in the moſt 
fumptuous ſtyle, and it was allowed by 
all preſent that there never was ſeen a 
private theatre which made a more ſplen- 
did appearance than did that of Bon Ton 
Hall.—The play was got up with great 
eclat, which was followed by the farce of 
the DEVIL To Par, in which Euterpe 
played the part of Lady Loverule ; the 
magnificence of whoſe dreſs was what 
could never be equalled on a public theatre, 
for ſhe appeared in all the veal and coſtly 
zewels which had juſt before ornamented 
the perſons of a CalrgURN IA and a 

PoRC1a. 
A few days previous to the performing 
of Jurius Cxsar, Lady Bon Ton took an 
airing upon the downs, accompanied 9y 
her two youngeſt viſitors, whom ſhe in- 
formed, that Lord Wilton was that day 
to dine with her; and continued her 
Ladyſhip, “as neither of you have ever 
5 feen him, I would have you take care, 
Miſſes 
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„ 
*Miſſes, and guard your hearts, and do 
not think of ſetting your caps at him, 
for his Lordſhip does not care to have 
any thing to ſay to the Mes, he likes 
to flirt only with married women; he 
finds that leſs trouble; beſides you have 
* no chance I aſſure you, Ladies, now 
& Mrs. Stately is come, whoſe fine neck 

& will eclipſe us all.” — 
„ Young as I was,” (ſays Euterpe) “ I 
« confeſs I felt ſhocked at ſuch an inde- 
cent ſpeech, and from a married wo- 
© man too!!“ Lord Wilton frequently 
dincd at Bon Ton Hall, and as often joined 
the married Ladies in that kind of conver- 
ſation, which could not fail of putting the 
Miſſes to the bluſh ! This may, perhaps, 
aſtoniſh ſuch as are unacquainted with 
the manner in which ſome great people 
paſs their time; but it is moſt certain, 
that the virtue to be found among 
mankind, is chiefly to be met with 
among the middle claſs. The exceſſive 
luxury of thoſe in high ſtations, and the 
extreme poverty and ignorance of the 
lower 


11 


lower ranks, is undoubtedly the chief 
cauſe of that depravity. Although Lady 
Bon Ton had taken the wiſe precau- 
tion of adviſing the two Miſſes to guard 
tneir hearts from being captivated with 
the perſon and addreſs of the noble Earl, 
who was, at that time, thought to be one 
of the handſomeſt men in England; yet 
the moſt important point of all ſhe did 
not once think of, which was, to caution 
the Earl, alſo, to take no notice of the 
Mzſſes! But as her Ladyſhip's ill ſtars 
would have it, the Earl, upon the firſt 
night of the play, followed the actreſſes 
into the drawing room, when, ſtepping up 
to Mrs. Stately, who was fitting with 
Euterpe on the ſettee, he begged of her to 
make room for him, that he might be per- 
mitted to fit between them ; upon which 
he took an opportunity of compliment- 
ing Euterpe on her performance, ſhewed 
her great attention, and converſed with 
her the whole time he ſtaid. This ſo 
highly provoked Lady B. that the whole 
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(48-3 
room took notice of her ill humout. 
She would ſcarcely ſpeak with common 
civility to Euterpe, and behaved fo ill 
that Euterpe informed Sir William ſhe 
would accompany her father to town 
the next day. Sir William was thunder 
ſtruck, not only at the ill condud of his 
wife, whoſe rude behaviour he had re- 
marked, but to loſe a principal aftreſs when 
the play was to be performed again in 
three nights, was a diſappointment he was 
not prepared for! He begged and prayed 
of her to alter her reſolution. Euterpe 
found 1t impoſhble to reſiſt the entreatics 
of Sir William, ſhe therefore conſented 
to ſtay till the performance was over, 
when ſhe reſolved to take her leave for 
ever of Bon Ton Hall.---Lady B. who ſtil} 
continued rather gloomy, was deſtined to 
undergo another trial, in which ſhe be. 
trayed a jealouſy of Euterpe that both 
aſtoniſhed and diſguſted all who had pe- 
netration to perceive it! A card of in- 
vitation came from Lord and Lady Wil: 
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ton to Sir William and his Lady, to ſpend 
the day at Wilton IIouſe, with as many 
of their party as choſc to honour Lord 
and Lady Wilton with their company, 
and begged that Euterpe would allo fa- 
vour them with hers.---As ſoon as Sir 
William had read the card, Lady B. with 
anger flaſhing from her eyes, exclaimed, 
© I am ſure, Sir William, you have made 
a miſtake, it is not Euterpe, but Selina, 
© that is mcant;” © nay,” ſays Sir Wil- 
liam, “tis plain enough written, and do 
you think, my dear, that Lord Wilton 
did not know what he wrote ?” But even 
after her Ladyſhip had peruſed the con- 
tents herſelf, ſhe ſtill obſtinately perſiſted 
in it that it was not Euterpe, but Selina 
whom he meant ! Every one then read the 
card in their turn, and all the company 
cave it againſt her Ladyſhip, declaring it 
as their opinion, that it was Euterpe who 
was invited. 
Euterpe, greatly piqued at the marked 
rudeneſs of Lady B. deſired her Ladyſhip 
not to make herſelf uneaſy, for ſhe did 
| D 2 not 
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not intend to go, as ſhe wiſhed rather to 
ſtay at home, to recruit her ſpirits after 
the fatigue of dancing, atting, &c. upon 
which the father of Euterpe added, that 
he would not give his conſent to her go- 
ing till Lord Wilton explained whzch of 
the young Ladies he meant, and hinted 
his intention of riding over to Wilton, to 
have the matter determined.----Lady B. 
who dreaded this diſpute coming to the 
ears of the Counteſs, was thrown into ſome 
confuſion, and alſo got a little rebuked 
by her huſband. Satiricus, one of the 
gueſts, who was a man of wit and humour, 
ſang and accompanied himſelf with his 
fingers upon the table, during the above 
diſpute, which helped to enrage her Lady- 
ſhip ten times more; upon which ſhe 
flounced out of the room in the utmoſt 
fury, followed by Sir William, who, moſt. 
likely found ſome difficulty in putting his 
Porcia into good humour again !—How- 
ever, the next day Sir William prevailed 
upon Mr. F. and his daughter to be of 
their party to Lord Wilton's, to which 
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they both politely acquieſced, when peace 
and harmony was again reſtored to all 
the party at Bon Ton Hall. 


CHAP. III. 


AN INFALLIBLE CHARM, TO MAKE A 
TRIAL OF MENS AFFECTIONS. 


4 HAT ve may not be thought to ad- 


vance that which we are unable to 
prove, we will introduce an anecdote of 
Lady Bon Ton, which cannot fail to con- 
vince the reader (however part:al he might 
be to her Ladyſhip) that her manners 
were vulgar, and her morals corruht. The 
following trait will moſt probably prove 
the juſtice of ſuch an aflertion :—One 
morning, after breakfaſt, when moſt of 
the Gentlemen were gone out upon a 
ſhooting party, Lady B. deſired her 
nephew to go to the dove-houſe and kill 
half a dozen pigeons, and bring their 


nearts 


„ 


rearts to her.— Lord, madam, what for * 
what is that to you, you fool! go, do 
as I bid you. —The aſtoniſhed youth did 
as he was commanded, and returned with 
them on a plate.—Now, ſays her Lady- 
ſhip, each of you Ladies take a hcart 
and ſtick it full of pins; then put them 
into the fire, and, as they confume, your 
lovers will ſec] the moſt cxcruciating 
pain, by which you will be able to prove 
how much they love you. —Horrid wo- 
man, thought Euterpe, to put the man to 
torment by whom we are loved !—If ſhe. 
really was weak enough to believe that this 
charm could produce the above effect, we 
muſt pronounce her to be a wicked wo- 
man ; and if ſhe did not believe it, her 
conduct was filly and childiſh! — Mrs. 
Stately, who was a woman of good ſcnſc, 
and poſſeſſed of many amiable qualities, 
declared ſhe would have nothing to do 
with ſuch ſuperſtitious nonſenſe, and re- 
tired with her uſual dignity into her own 
apartment. Lady H her ſiſter, Selina, 
and Euterpe then followed Lady B. up 
| ſtairs, 


6 
ſtairs, and went into a ſmall room, but 
{eldom occupied, to pe2riorm theſe horrid 
res! —* Whilſt,” ſays Euterpe, © we 
« were thus employed in this znfcrnal 
operation, ſhe informed us it was nc 
« ſary to be quice ſilent, and not to ſpeak 
& one word during the time the hearts 
« were in the fire, till they were entircly 
« conſumed.—But no ſooner” (continued 
Euterpe) © did our altar begin to ſmoke. 
then there aroſe ſuch a {mother that we 
* could ſcarcely ſtay in the room to 
« finiſh what we had ſo laudably begun; 
„ but the ſmell was ſo ſtrong and offen. 


« five, that it brought up Sir William, 


„ who, not finding any of the Ladies in 
their own apartments, called out as loud 
& as he could,” + where are all the Ladies? 
© what the devil are you all about? for 
© there is ſuch a helliſh ſtink in the houſe 
© that I am almoſt ſuffocated, and I inſiſt 
© upon it that you open the door, or elſe 
© I will break it open!“ © ſor by this time 
* his noſe had informed him where we 
* were all aflembled! Every one was 
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& filent for fear of ſpoiling the charms but 
& one of the Miſſes, who, depending 
„ more upon her own charms, was not ſo 
© very anxious about the fate of only 
& one little heart, ventured to ſpeak; and 
„ in hopes of pacifying the Baronet, 
„told him it was only a little frolic 
& with which the Ladies were diverting 
e themſelves: begged he would have the 
* goodneſs to retire, and promiſed that 
© he ſhould be informed of the whole 
“ matter by Lady Bon Ton.— The angry 
& Baronet walked away, muttering and 
« orumbling every ſtep he went, but; 
© how the Ladies got off, I cannot now 
„ recollet.” 


CHAP. 


CHAP. IV. 


A NOCTURNAL ADVENTURE, WHICH 
THREATENED TO PRODUCE THE MOST 
SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES ! — EUTERPE 
GETS HERSELF REBUKED FOR HAVING 
PREVENTED IT FROM SUCCEEDING! 


AVING ſet out with a full deter- 
mination to * tell no falſchood, and no 
truth ſuppreß, the Authoreſs thinks her- 
ſelf in honour bound to fulfill her in- 
tentions; and though ſhe may feel a de- 
licacy ariſing within her own boſom, 
when ſhe is about to relate events which 
might wound the feelings of others; 
ſhe will not (however painful the 
talk) be withheld from developing the 
following fact, though ſhe may be in- 
duced cautiouſly to conceal, beneath a ve), 
the parties concerned ; that they may not 
have reaſon to ſcel the leaſt terror on 

Vol. I. F. having 
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having thoſe ſcenes laid open and revived, 
which ought for ever to be caſt into ob- 
livion!—Fear not, amiable Selina, we 
will be as delicate of thy fame as the re- 
cording Angel will be juſt. ——But do 
you not oft times ſhudder at the immi- 
nent danger you were in ?—The narrow 
cicape you had? The riſque you ran!! 
—poſlefled of beauty ſufficient to over- 
turn the philoſophy of a wiſer man than 
ao <e4's ! But it is not a wiſh to 
betray the youthful foibles of thoſe who 
were led into error at an age in which in- 
diſcretion ought to find pardon : it 1s our 
wiſh only to lay open, and expoſe to 
cenſure, the baſe condutt of thoſe whoſe 
DUTY it was to have PROTECTED YOUTH, 
VIRTUE, and INNOCENCE !! 

When every bed was occupied by the 
numerous gueſts who were on a viſit at 
Bon Ton Hall, Miſs —— was obliged to 
lay upon a ſoffa in Lady B.'s dreſſing-room. 
Euterpe, being ignorant of this circum- 
ſtance, and ſeeing the door wide open as 
ſhe was paſſing by to her own chamber, 

went 


„ 
went in, as it was often her cuſtom to 
do, to amuſe herſelf with looking over 
the pictures, and a great variety of beau- 
tiful curioſities wich which that room was 
embelliſhed; and perceiving no candles 
ſhe could have no idea of any perſon 
being there ; ſhe had advanced towards 
the toilet, before ſhe perceived that the 
ſoffa was made into a bed ;—but what 
was her ſurpriſe, when ſhe found Miſs 
in the arms of !! She ſcreamed 
out violently, and ran out of the room 
deaf to the entreaties of the lovers, who 
begged her not to betray them. But her 
fright, as well as indignation, prompted 
her to call out loudly to Sir William, 
who, with all the gentlemen that were in 
the ſupper room, flew up ſtairs into the 
dreſſing room, before the lover had time 
to depart; the ladies, who were moſt of 
them in their night cloaths, flocked im- 
mediately into the room; Sir William 
ſeemed greatly ſhocked (for ſhe was near- 
ly related to him) and was at firſt, very 
ſevere with ——, who endeavoured to 
E 2 laugh 
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laugh it off as an innocent frolic, ſaying, 
„Upon my ſoul, Sir William, I meant 
© no harm, you ſec I am quite dreſſed, 
„ all but my coat and ſhocs.” Sir Wik 
liam was then «<©/:7ed to pretend to laugh 
it off alſo, for there was no alternative; 
he muſt have cither fe;gned 10 look on 1t 
as a jeſt, or have called him out! In this 
manner men are often times embarraſſed 
through the indiſcretions of thoughtleſs 
females !— But the ladies ſcemed out- 
ragcoully angry with Euterpe, for hav- 
ing (as they ſaid) raiſed ſuch a diſturbance 
and uproar in the houſe, particularly 
Lady II. who, good natured/y oblerved, that 
ſhe was very ſure that Mr. „ meant 
no harm, did you —— and, continued 
ſhe, there was no occalion for Euterpe, 
to have been fo very officious. The 
infamous condutt of the married women 
in being angry with Euterpe, whom they 
ought rather to have thanked as the ſa- 
viour of the young lady's honour, would 
be almoſt incredible to thoſe, who are un- 
acquaimed with the charaters and con- 
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[ 29 ] 
duct of Juch kind of females to which Tow 
and ra5n1oN are ſo highly indebted : but 
to give the true reaſon why Lady H. was 
more exaſperated againſt Euterpe (on 
whom ſhe beſtowed many kill natured ſar— 
caſms) than any of the other ladies, was 
owing to a little grudge ſhe owed that 
young lady for having very innocently 
diſcovered to the world, that her ladyſhip 
was not altogether without her play-ſellow 
too! which was detected in the following 
manner, Captain „a man of ſenſe 
and honour, and who had often appcarc4 
greatly diſguſted with the levity and im- 
proper conduct of fome of the mar cd 
ladies, ſaw Euterpe fitting alone in the 
drawing room, at near one o'clock in the 


morning, when almoſt every one had re- 


tired to their own chambers; aſter ex- 
preſſing his ſurpriſe, he aſked her the rea- 
ſon, of her not going to bed? She felt 
rather embarraſſed to tell the reaſon, but 
he inſiſted upon knowing why; * It is 
„ more agrecable to me,” ſaid Euterpe, 
* to be here alone than up Rtairs, ſor 1 
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cannot go to bed whilſt there is a 1nai: 
in the room;” you aſtoniſh me, replicd 
Capt. ——, what man? Who is it you 
mean? Do explain yourſelf! * it is ( ſaid 
* Euterpe) Mr. B. he always comes in 
every night with Lady H. who, with her 
& ſiſter, lays in the ſame room with me; 
and I am obliged to fit there, ſometimes 
* near an hour, whilſt Lady H. and Mr. B. 
are romping ;” good God, exclaimed the 
Captain, what a pack of b.. s there are 
in this houſe! by G-d, I will inform Sir 
William that his houſe is become a mere 
b. ..]! Come along with me, I will ſoon 
make him leave the room, take my word 
tor it; ſo taking Euterpe under his 
arm, he went, with a very ſullen counte- 
nance, into the bed chamber, where he 
found Lady H. and her play fellow at 
romps upon the bed! whilſt her demure- 
eyed ſiſter was undreſſing at the toilet!! 
So, ſays Lady H. (in a ſneering manner) 
I ſee you have brought your Ceciſbeo with 
you ; no, madam, replied the Captain an- 
grily, I am not come as Euterpe's Ceciſbeo, 
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but as her guard and protector; what do 
vou mean by that ſir? ſays Lady H. 
I mean, madam, that it is very hard upon 
Euterpe, that ſhe cannot be ſuffered to go 
to bed at one o'clock in the morning, fa- 
tigued as ſhe is with dancing; who hin- 
ders her, pray? © why, how can I (ſays 
* Euterpe) poſſible undreſs, madam, 
& whilſt Mr. B. is in the room?” Lord, 
child, you are mighty delicate ſure; why 
can't you draw the ſcreen round your 
bed? you nced not be under any appre- 
henſions, there is no body here, I aſſure 
vou, that will interrupt you, or trouble 
their heads about you. Lady H. was ſo 
provoked with the Captain and Euterpc, 
that ſhe never after was thoroughly re- 
conciled to them. This diſcovery, added 
to the above mentioned notturnal adven- 
ture, made many of the gueſts rather more 
reſerved towards each other than they 
had been heretofore, and of courſe leſſen- 
ed that confidence and harmony, which 
ſo greatly helps to contribute to the plea- 
ſure and happineſs of ſociety. 
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CHAP, V. 


THE PEDLAR, THOUGH A [iW, IN GREAT 
DANGER OF BEING OUTWITTED BY 
LADY BON TON.—A DISCOVERY OF THE 
"RIVY PURSE, 


NE morning when all the Ladies 
were aſſembled together in the h- 
brary, a ſervant inſormed them that there 
was a pedlar at the door who aſked per- 
miſſion to ſhew the Ladics the cohtents 
of his pack, and that he had alſo got ſome 


India filks : India filks! exclaimed Lady 


B.? moſt certainly we will fee them! I 


ſuppoſe (continued ſhe) that ſome of you 


Ladies will be tempted to make a pur- 


chaſe; for my part I think them the moſt 


beautiful ſummer dreſſes that can poſhbly 
be imagined, they are ſo light and flowing, 
and ſhew the ſhape to the higheſt advan- 


iage: but. the Ladies were all againſt the 


man being admitted, as they obſerved i: 


was 


( 33 ) 
was a pity to make him undo his pack, as 
none of them choſe to become purchaſers. 
Well (ſays Lady B.) if you do not chule 


to buy any, that's nothing, let us toſs over 


his fIks by all means, it will ferve pour 
paſſer le tems; ſo (turning to her ſervant, 
ordered the fellow to come in.—Preſently 
in comes the Jew, whole black beard and 
meagre phiz ſerved to employ, for ſome 
time, the riſible faculties of the Ladies.— 
The poor wretch could ſcarcely be al- 
lowed ſufficient time to unpack his load 
from the impatience of the Ladies, who 


were for cutting the cords, which the 


more prudent Jew choſe to untye, The 
tables and chairs were preſently covered 
with a variety of eye-traps, many of which 
were eagerly purchaied by ſome of the 
Ladies; the India ſilks, however, were the 
moſt irreſiſtible; but being the moll ex- 
penſive alſo, there were very few pur 
chaſers: but before any ove had the 
liberty to make a choice, Lady B. ſeiz- 
ed two of the picces, one a roſe colour 
and the other a but, which ſhe ordered 
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the jew t unfold from one end to the 
other, to ſce whether there was any ſpot 
or ſtain in the filk; obſerving to the 
Jew, that if they were not ſmuggled goods, 
they could not have been his property; 
unleſs they were ſome damaged articles 
thrown a-ſide by the mercers; therefore 
(laid ſhe) I expect to have them a very 
good bargain. It was rather a diverting 
icenc to ſce the pains this Chriſtran Lady 
took to outwit the Jew ; but as there was 
not a ſpot or the leaſt blemiſh upon either 
of the filks (which was more than any 
one could have ſaid of her Ladyſhip) he 
aſked an high price, which cauſed a long 
altercation, in which cunning Iſaac got the 
better; and her Ladyſhip was obliged to 
be contented with one of the pieces inſtead 
of both. But the greateſt difficulty was 
yet to come, being under a dilemma, not 
knowing which of the two pieces to chuſc! 
She conſulted the Ladies, then next, the 
looking glals to determine her choice, 
and, at laſt, fixed upon the buff, the roſe 
colour being thought to id the com- 


plex1on. 


= 


plexton. Whilſt the poor itincrant was 
doing up his pack again, Lady B. went 
up ſtairs for money to pay him, but hear- 
ing her huſband's voice in the hall, {he 
ran down again, calling out to hin © ] 
* am glad you are come in, for I have 
* bought the prettieſt ſilk you ever beheld. 
and I beg you will give me ſome money 
to pay for it.” Good God! Betty, 
* what did you buy filk for (fays he) when 
you have got alrcady ſuch a quantity of 
© clothes? „That is true, my dear,” (repli- 
ed her Ladyſhip) “ but this is an Indian buff; 
*I might not be able to mcet with fo good 
„ a bargain for a long time, therefore 
* thought it was belt to make ſure of it 
& now.” Well, (ſays Sir William) © how 
much docs it come to?! + Why” (ſays 
ſhe) © that and a few other trifles, come 
„ to eight guineas.” © I have not,” (re- 
plicd he) *ſ\s much in the houſe; I 
have only three guincas in my pocket; 
which, throwing upon the table with great 
emotion, he walked off, and her Lady- 
ſhip after him, into the garden, where 
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there ſeemed to paſs that kind of conver- 
ſation which 1s not uncommon between a 
man and his wiſc, whole ſentiments do not 
always coincide !—Put as what Sir William 
had given her was by no mcans enough 
for the purpoſe, ſhe was obliged once 
more to go to her own provy purſe, which 
there was much reaſon to ſuppoſe her 
huſband knew nothing of. The pedlar 
being in haſle to be gone, one of the 
young Ladies was ſent up to Lady B. to 
inform her, that the man was very 1m- 
patient, and rather out of humour at he- 
ing kept ſo long. She ſound her Lady- 
ſhip upon her knces (not at prayers) but 
at one of the lower drawers in her dreſ— 
ſing room, in which there appeared a 
great quantity of gold and ſiluer coin. Now 
whether it was the current coin of this 


realm or not, has not be recorded, 


though we ſhould be led to imagine it 
was not, by her being ſo anxious to get at 
that which her huſband had in his pocket; 
or elſe why ſhould ſhe have troubled 
him at all, when ſhe had ſo much in ſtore ? 

But 
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But all this is merely an idle con;jetiure, 
we may therefore as well go on with 1c 
lating the plain matter of fact: — As the 
gallery which led to the dreſng- room 
was carpeted, her Lady ſhip did not heat 
the approaches of the young Lady who 
was ſent as embaſſadreſs on the part ol 
the pedlar, ſhe had not time therefore oi 
opportunity to conceal her treaſure from 
the inquifitive eye of the female picnt-po, 
who was cloſe to her, beſore her Lady ſhip 
had the leaſt idea that ſhe was overlooked, 
but the moment ſhe was appriled of the 
circumſtance ſhe ſecmed rather confuicd, 
and haſtily ſhut the drawer; telling the 
pleni-po, that ſhe ſhould be down in an in- 
ſtant. Meantime, Sir William ſceing the 
pedlar in the hall, aſkec him what he 
ſtaid for ? to which the man repl:ed, that 
he wiſhed to be gone as it grew late, but 
that he waited to be paid. At that inſtant 
her Ladyſhip appeared, when the affai 
between her and the Jew was ſoon lettled ; 
but what Sir William ought of the matter, 
upon ſecing her pay five guincas more 


than 
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than he had given her, (and juſt as the 
had pretended to him ſhe had no money) 1s 
a ſecret that has not been unfolded to us 
to this day.—As ſoon as the ſecond bell 
had rung, when all the party had aſſembled 
round the feſtive board, and the organ 
had ftruck up the grand overture, good 
humour again prevailed; hobs and nobs 
went cheerfully round; and as ſoon as 
the deſert was placed, and the ſervants 
retired, the uſual mirth took place, with 
the diverhons of bouts-r:11's, catches and 
glees, to the health of Cardinal Puff, the dumb 
concert, & c. which produced ſuch a ſcene 
of ſatisfaction as nothing could equal, 
but that unſpeakable delight which the 
amiable and hoſpitable Baronet felt at 
beholding all his friends contented and 


happy around him! That fch a man 


ſhould not have been made as compictely 
happy (as far as it is poſſible for any mor- 
tal in this world to be) we cannot but la- 


ment, for he had every requiſite within his 


own power to attain it, hut one; and that 
was the poſſeſſion of a wife who docs not 
appear 


( 39 ) 
appear to have been ſenſible of the bliſs 
and comfort of being united to one of the 
moſt agrecable, as well as beſt hearted 
men, that ever hived.—If there be his 
equal left, it is in the perſon of his own 
ſon, who, we are informed, inherits all the 


virtues of his HicyHly HONOURED and 
RESPECTABLE PARENT. 


CHAP. VI. 


THE MARQUIS. 
THE POWER OF PREJUDICE IN THE 
HUMAN MIND, WHICH EASILY SUFFERS 


ITSELF TO BE DUPES BY FALSE AP- 
PEARANCES., 


P LEASURE now reigned without 
control, and every hour brought forth 
new votaries to her ſhrine; among whom 


appeared no leſs a perſonage than the 
MargU1s DE ROCHEFOUCAULT! The in- 


ſtant this Nobleman was perceived on the 
lawn, 
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lawn, advancing, in his clegant phacn, 
draun by two milk white horſes, with 
ilowing tails and mancs, towards the 
door of the ſaloon, Lady Bon Ton gave 
a ſcream of joy, and, with her huſband. 
(who was alſo fond of Noble/ſe) role 
from the table to welcome in their noble 
viſitor, who fortunately came as the fc- 


cond courſe was ſerving. —— No two 
magpics that ever met yabbered with 
more delight and clatter than did het 
Iadyſhip and the accompliſhed Marquis. 
Even Satiricus, by his fatence, fecracd 
kunbled ; and, indeed, there was that 2 - 
þrefcement in the noble ſtranger's mannes, 
that ſeemed to caſt reproach upon eve! » 
Engliſhman preſent, for nothing coul 
be more oppoſite than their dreis ant 
manners: and, if we might be vere? 
to make ſo mean a compariſon, it wa” 
like ſetting the wunwerldy fir-lorm on the 
table in company with whipt ſyllabubs 
and trifles.----Her Ladyſhip now forgot 
to do the honours of her table, be 
yond that of helping the Marquis 10 

every 
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every delicacy that it contained. When 
the Ladies were about to retire, the well 
bred Marquis not only handed her Lady- 
ſhip to the door, but likewiſe retired with 
them into the drawing room, agreeable 
to the polite et:quette of his country, when 
the Engliſh Gentlemen were leſt to talk 
politics, and muz over their bottle. The 


Ladics had not becn long in the drawing 


room before ſome of the Marquis's fute 
made their appearance; and, to give a 
zeſt to the converſation, the French horns 
were ordered upon the lawn, the ſound 
of which rouzed the Gentlemen of the boitle, 
who all flocked into the drawing room; 
when the uſual afternoon refreſhments 
appearcd. This addition, to the party, of 


lix French officers, induced Lady Bon 


Ton to order muſic for country dances, 
which diverhon was ſeldom omitted, un- 
leſs on thoſe nights which were devoted 
to theatrical amuſements, ---- Whilſt the 
company were engaged in dancing, in 


. came Lord Wilton and Sir Charles B. to 


whom the Marquis had the honour to 
Vol. I. 55 be 
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be preſented, to whom his Lordſhip ver, 

politely gave an invitation to dine with 
him the ncxt day; his example was ſol- 

lowed by all the nobility in the ncigh- 

bourhood, and a round of dinners was 
given to the noble ſtranger, who, no 
doubt, was ſoon convinced that the true 
politeneſs of a well bred Engliſhman did not 
conſiſt merely in polite ſpeeches, grins, ſhrugs, 
and bows. As the Marquis had a 
lodging very conventently ſituated cloſe to 
Bon Ton Hall, he often favoured the 
party with his company, but if he was 
engaged clſewhere in an evening, he did 
not omit to pay his reſpetts to Lady Bon 
Ton at her toilet; but gs this tete d ta: 
became very frequent, it was taken no- 
tice of by ſome of the cynical Gentlemen, 
who moſt likely had a hint from ſome of 
the Ladies who did not approve of her 
Ladyſhip's monopolizing the Marquis, as 
& pleaſed to ruin others wooing, never happy in 
their own.” But let that be as it may, 
there was a ſudden ſtop put to his morning 
viſits, though he was invited to come with 

his 


(48) 


115 party in an evening to dance. But 
though Lady Bon Ton was cruelly dey 
prived of the petite conver ſation at her toilet; 
the was determined to make herſelf amends 
by carrying on a little correſpondence 
through the afliſtance of her favourite 
maid ; but as her Ladyſhip was {till cau- 
tious of truſting ker too far, ſhe made her 
believe that the correſpondence was carried 
on betwecn the Marquis and one of the 
young Ladies, for which purpole ſhe ſet 
Euterpe to copy her love letters, and allo 
direct them, ſo that neitl.cr the maid or 
any other perſon could know that her 
Ladyſhip had any hand in it!! We will 
leave- the reader to make his own com- 
ments on this kind of condutt in a mar- 
ried woman / and to draw in young inno- 
cent girls to aſſiſt her in her vices !----What 
an znfernal character!!! Although the 
Marquis danced moſt evcnings, he was 
not always aſked to ſtay ſupper ; bnt Sir 
William having one day ſent a card of 
invitation to him and his friends to ſpend 
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the evening, Lady Bon Ton thought thet 
this would be a favourable opportunity 
to put her favorite plan into exccution of 
having mgſks and fancy dreſſes, which ſhe 
had mentioned ſome time beforc, but wait- 
ed till ſhe had an addition to the uſual 
party, which, with the French officers, 
would make up about thirty perſons ; and 
without at all conſulting her huſband, 
ſhe informed the Ladies of her deſign, who 
were very well plcaled with the ſcheme. 
The moment they had retired aſter dinner, 
ſhe ran with rapturous halle to her ward- 
robe, from which ſhe took out a number 
of maſks, feathers, flowers, gauze, rib- 
bonds, hats, garlands, and every kind 
of ornament, ſo that they might appea1 
in what ever character they liked beſt. 


« Drawers, boxes, cloſets, cheſts, and caſes, 
« Deſks, cabinets, and ſuch like places, 
Were all unlocked, at once to get, 
Her point, her gauze, her Pruſſian net, 
„With fifty names, of fifty kinds, 
Which ſuit variety of minds.” 


Every 


645 
Every female was now employed at the toi- 
let, and almoſt dreſſed when Lady Bon Ton 
Came in equipped in the charader ofa bal- 
lad finger. She was ſo impaticnt to run 
down and ſhew herſelf, that ihe would not 
{tay till the Ladies were ready to accom- 
pany her, upon which ſhe ſallicd forth to 
receive the compliments due to her TASTE 
and srinir! but bchold, O grief of 
„ oricls!” (for few things anſwer our 
moſt ſanguine expectations) inſtead of 
that delight and joy which /e ſelt, and 
with which ſhe wiſhed to inſpire others, 
ſhe was received by the Gentlemen (who 
were {till enjoying themſelves round the 
bottle) with that indifference and ſang-— 
froid which threw ſuch a damp upon her 
{pirits, that when ſhe came up again, ſhe 
threw herſelf down in a chair, crying and 
ſobbing like a whipt ſchool girl, for ſome 
time; then riſing up with violent anger 
and vexation, on being diſappointed of 
her amuſement, ſhe ſaid, with the utmoſt 
indigration, © theſe cold Engl:/hmen there 
is no pleaſing; how different would this 
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& little frolic have been received in either 
France or Italy !!” The aſtoniſhment 
of the Ladies was equal to their mortifica- 
tion, having bcen at the trouble to dreſs 
to no purpoſe ; for though ſhe endea- 
vourcd to prevail upon them to go down 
in their dreſſes, for two reaſons, one was to 
ſhew that there were others who deſerved 
equal blame; though ſhe was allo in hopes 
that when all the party were aſſembled toge- 
ther, in their different dreſſes, her ſcheme 
might till ſucceed; but ſhe was greatly 
miſtaken to imagine that any of the Ladies 
would run the hazard of a ſimilar rebuke, 
when their leader had met with ſo little 
ſacceſs.----As ſoon therefore as they were 
again attired in their domeſtic apparel, 
they aſſembled in the drawing room, 
where they found the Gentlemen, when 
they were obliged to ſubmit to the witty 
jeſts and ſneers of thoſe among them, who 
were ill-natured enough to be pleaſed at 
their having overturned the romantic in- 
tentions of Lady Bon Ton, who recovered 
der uſual good humour on the appearance 

of 


1 


of the Marquis and his ſuite: but ſtill 
Lady Bon Ton did not feel perfettly eaſy, 
as ſhe could not but perceive the whiſpers. 
winks, and nods that were levelled againſt 
her and the Marquis, and that all the 
Ladies were upon the titter; adacd tc 
which, Satiricus, who never let flip ar, 
opportunity of turning cvery thing he 
could into ridicule, was more ſcvere up 
on her than the reſt, for he walked about 
the room, ſinging to himſclf (but loud 
enough for all the company to hear, # 
well-known ſong in the Devil to Pay) *I. » 
* you cut her off ſhort of her meat and 1 
„her ſport, and ten times a day hoop the * 
barrel, brave boys.” This was too much, | 
all the company burſt out into an immode- 
rate fit of laughter, which made che French 
men ſtare, (who did not know a word ol 
Engliſh) and greatly diſcompoſed her Lady 
ſhip; but, however, Satiricus being called 
ro order by the Ladies, each led their part- 
ners to the joyful dance, when the even- 
ing ended with mirth and harmony. As 
Sativicus is often mentioned in this little 


tiſtory, 
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tiflory, the reader, perhaps, may be cu 

rious to know ſomething more of that 
Genleman's character: he was very hand- 
lome, pollefied of brilliant parts, and 
true native humour; but his wit was too 
often obſcene, and he did not always pav 
the regard that he ought to the favourite 
maxim of Henry the IVth, in obſerving. 
© TIME, PLACE, and PERSON;” as a little 
lpecimen of which, we will relate the 
following anccdote : —-Being introduced 
to Sir Richard I. who married thc 
Duchels of B. he was invited to ſtay din- 
ner. Sir Richard, who had been inform: 
el he could ſing with infinite taſte, begged 
the favour of hin: to indulge the Ducheſs 
with a ſong, to which he readily com- 
plicd, but it was jc a ſong as he ought to 
have been kicked out of the room, or 
thrown head-loug out of the window, for 
ſinging !! If there had been even the 
greateſt intimacy between him and Sir 
Richard, it would have been unpardon- 
able in the preſcncc of a Lady; but on 
a firſt vilit, and before ſuch a woman 


as 
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as the Ducheſs of B—;, it required that 
eflrontry that no other man but Satiricus 
pollefled! and how does the aſtoniſhed 
reader think he was chaſt:ifed by the highly 
offended Baronet and the Ducheſs? why, 
by giving him a general invitation, and 
by offering him their purſe to aſſiſt him 
in furniſhing his houſe, well known by 
the name of Mahogany Hall!! The ſub- 
zett of the ſong was an anecdote of Bully 
P. (afterwards Lord Cd) it was in- 
delicate beyond conception, but it was 
pardoned for the ſake of the wit and hu- 
mour it contained, which was thought to 
-verbalance the indecent alluſion. 


Vol I. N CHAP. 


1 
1 % 
KOT 
* 
* i . 
.- - 
: 5 1 
* 
oF | 
, 
4 - 
- - 
„ : 
* 2 
\ N = 
* 
4 
R 14 
= \ * 
+ 
A | 
: * 
. 
3.4 : 
C1 8 
_ 


* 1 
K 
422 3” = 
— . —. : F 


=” — — — — = 
r 
2 —— 2 


K„öðẽ ᷑́—nꝙ —_ — PO” Hg Y 
, I _ n 
— 2 3 - — 


— — 5 
> — 1 9 - — * 
— © - 
. . —_—_ as 2 
= r — 
x a 
-FZ.- - — - 
* 60. 


- ＋ - 


— 


> 
2 
2 
= 
* — Py 
_ * ” 
— ; 
oF _ 
i 
2 - 
* 2 — 


— 
—t = -=.- * 
— — q 4 FR 
* — 
- . = % 
4 - N 
— 
= P — 


— — = » 
= =. 
= 
"Y 3 
* 


— 


- —_ 
. * 
” _ 


* - 
4 - 


- — —„ — 


9 ——— #..4 * 


—  : 


I EIS p — 
— — Y £ F 2 


— 


— 2 * * SES 33 


— - . 
— ũꝙwVæ p — ̃ ͤ 2 a = A ER 2 


—- —·˖ 5 7˙—· 2 


CHAP. VI. 


AU T- ION, OR A SPECIMEN OF TEMALE 
DELICACY; NEAT AS IMPORTED FROM 
CHE CONTINENT. 


COACH and four, with a numerous 
retinue, drove up to the door of 

the ſaloon, when Mrs. Languiſh was an- 
nounced, who entcred the drawing room 
with great ſlote. She {poke but little ; but 
with an affected lauteur, and a kind of 
zwell-bred contempt, kept looking around he: 
to ſee whether there was any one ſhe knew. 
After ſhe had indulged herſelf with this 
affected reſcrve and theſe airs of conſequence 
tor ſome time, ſhe coldly aſked where was 
Cornutus? (for, continued ſhe,) I hope I 
am come time enough to fee your play, as 
I could wiſh to know what fort of figure he 
makes in Mark Anthony! upon which ſhc 
tet up a kind of a ſatirical forced laugh. 
At 


16 
At that inſtant her huſband appeared, 
when he politely kiſied her cheek, which 
ſhe cooly turned toward be, but with 
her ſect good brecu ene, hav! 15, made the grand 
ou with her nutb 17 the aped all the fo- 
reign manners, hat like Lady Bon Ton, 
copied only their ſoihles. She com- 
plained of being fatigue” after her jour- 
ncy, hinted her wiſh of going carly to 
bed, and deſired the might be ſhewn to 
her chamber. As ſhe paſled through the 
hall ſhe ordered Antonio (her Gentleman) 
who was in waiting, to bring her a glaſs of 
watcr as ſoon as he was informed ſhe was 
in bed! !—© This ſpeech” (lays Euterpe) 
„ aitomiſhed and amazed me beyond 
& every thing I had either heard or yet 
© ſeen; and I was the more ſo as I did 
© not perceive that it was the leaſt re- 
marked by any of the Ladies who were 
& preſent. I could not refrain from expreſ- 
* ſing my ſurpriſe to the Ladies when we 
« were again ſeated in the drawing room; 
& for, as all the Gentlemen were at bil. 
* hards, I ventured to ſpeak my ſenti- 
H 2 ments 
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© ments very freely of the indecent con- 
* dutt of Mrs. Languiſh; but inſtcad of 
& their coinciding with me in my opinion, 
& I was ſtill more ſurpriſed and mortified 
© to find I was only laughed at and ridi- 


* culed, particularly by Lady Bon Ton, 


& who obſerved, that it was a ſign I never 
& had been abroad, or elſe I ſhould ſcarce- 
ly have been ſurpriſed at a thing of that 
& k:nd. The ladies now withdrew, in or- 
& der to go to their chambers.” Mrs. 
Stately, who was a woman of much more 
decorum than any of the reſt, and who 
had been filent during the above topic, 
give a hint to Euterpe to follow her to 
her bed-chamber, where ſhe began as ſol- 
lows: * do not wonder, my dear Eu- 
& terpe, at your expreſſing your ſurpriſe 
* at Mrs. Languiſh, for ordering her 
„Gentleman to bring her the water after 
& ſhe was in bed, for I confeſs I think as 
* you do, that it is very indelicate; but 
* the Ladies who have been much abroad 
© are fo accuſlomed to ſce thole ſort of 
* freedoms among the French and Italian 

women 
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** women that it does not ſtrike them as 
it docs thoſe who never vilited the Con- 
* tinent. But what will you ſay when I 
tell you that Antonio not only carries 
her the water after ſhe is in bed, but 
& airs her ſhift or any other linen ſhe may 
* want, and takes it to her in the morning 
&* before ſhe is up; and, beſides dreſſing 
* her hair, he is as handy in helping her 
to dreſs and undreſs as any waiting 
** maid you ever ſaw.” Eutcrpe heard 
all this with aſtoniſhment! and innocently 
aiked, whether her huſband liked ſhe 
ſhould be waited on by ſuch a handſome 
man as Antomo? at which queſtion Mrs. 
Statcly, (who ſeldom deſigned to go be— 
yond a ſmile, which ſet off the ſaſcinating 
dimple in her cheek) laughed outright, 
obſerving, that ſhe did not imagine her 
huſband cared at all who wait:d upon 
his wife, ſo that he was at liberty to in- 
dulge his own inclifiations with other wo- 
men more to his talte ; at which Euterpe 
exclaimed, good God! what an un- 
„happy wretch ſhould I be if I had a 

„ huſband 
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** huſband that liked any other woman 
& better than myſclf!!” © Then child,” 
(reſumed Mrs. S.) © you had better never 
* marry, for it is ten thouſand to one 
* but you will meet with that mortifica- 
tion; which, if you ſhould, you muſt 
bear with the ſame paticnce and philo- 
ſophy as I do;” (heaving a gentle ſigh.) 
Dear madam, what do you mean?“ (re- 
plied Euterpe) “ why” (ſay Mrs. S.) „1 
mean you ſhould prepare yourſelf to 
& bear with paticnce and reſignation the 
lot of moſt married women: for my part 
I am now pretty well weaned, though 
* I did at firſt ſuffer the utmoſt agony 


„ and heart-felt grief when I found that 


& Mr. Stately had an intrigue with a wo- 
“ man by whom he has had three children, 
& and that he intends to take her with him 
& to the Weſt Indies, (I am informed) in a 
© few weeks! So I would not have you 
« indulge yourſelf, child, with the roman- 
tic notions of having a huſband all 7 
&« yourſelf; if you do, you will be a miſer- 
able Being.—If I had ever been guilty 
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© of ſuch levitics and improper conduci 
for which both Mrs.-Languiſh and Lady 
+ Bon Ton have been juſtly accuſed, I 
could not have expetted or have merited 
his affection and fidelity; but I nevei 
gave him any cauſe to neglett me. A 
* to Mr. L's. huſband, I know he deteſt- 
„her, and he cannot, I think, be igno- 
rant of her intrigue with Mr. B. whom 
* you will fee to-morrow. As for Lady 
© Bon Ton, her manners are totally 
** changed from what they were when firſt 
* ſhe was married; ſhe was then a very 
pretty modeſt little woman; but after 
her huſband had fooliſhly taken her to 
France and Italy, ſhe came back ſo al. 
** tered, that I was quite ſhocked ; and, 
indeed, Sir William is too caſy and 
s good-natured to indulge her, as he 
does, in all her extravagant follies. 
+ Take warning, my dear Euterpe, and 
„ profit by their examples, to ſhun the 
© precipice into which they have fallen.” 
—Euterpe followed her counſel, and by 
preſcrving, unſullicd, her innocence and 

virtue, 
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virtue, he afterwards obtained the utnoir 
bliſs that Heaven could beſtow, in giving 
her to a man of ſenſe, honour, and virtuc. 
Their conjugal happineſs was almoſt 
without cxample, and which nothing but 
DEATH was able to interrupt for the [nacc 
of thirty vcars! 


CHAP, VIII. 


g FLECTIONS ON THE FOREGOING CHAN“ 
TER—AN ANECDOTE OF A BEAUTIFUL 
FRENCH COUNTESS. 


E are induced from the above con- 
verſation to repeat it, once more as 
our opinion, that it is owing to its having 
been the faſhion, for ſome years paſt, for 
the Engliſh Ladies to have ſuch frequent 
intercourſe with the Continent, that we ſee 
lo little of the amiable baſhfulneſs which 
was formerly the charatteriſtic of Engliſh 

vomen 
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omen onh; who, by endeavouring to imi- 
tate the manners of the French and Italian 
Ladies, have, in general, over-ſhot their 
mark. They do not conſider, that a 
French woman can uſe thoſe freedoms 
with impunity in ker own country, which 
would ſtamp even her as a courteſan (if ſhe 
was guilty of the ſame indecencies) in 
England. Then how much worſe does it 
appear in the naturally reſerved Engliſh 
women, who learn to throw off that native 
diffidence and modeſty, for which they 
once were thought surERIOR to the fe- 
males of every other nation under the 
ſun, and were admired by all foreigners ! 
What ſhould we have thought of a young 
Engliſh woman of quality it we had heard 
the following ſtory related of her; which 
is a fact that cannot be doubted, as we had 
it from the lips of the late Earl of Roch- 
ford? When his Lordthip was appointed 
embaſlador to the court of France, he (as 
it is uſual) ordered a liſt to be made out of 
all the nobility whom he was to viſit; 

Vor. I. 1 among 
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among them was the Count de „a mar! 
in years, who had bcen lately married tc 
a very young Lady. The Earl was not 
perſonally acquainted with the Count, and 
had never ſcen the bride. Upon his ar- 
rival at thc door of the Count, the ſer— 
vant was aſked if he was at home, the 
porter replied his maſter was not chez lui, 
but that madame was viſible ; upon which 
the Earl was condutted through a long ſun 
of rooms, when, at length, a door opened 
into a magnificent bed chamber, where he 
found the young and beautiful countels 
ſitting up in her bed: after the firſt ſalu- 
tations were over, and his Lordſhip had 
ſeated himſelf by the ſide of her bed; the 
fille de chambre left the room, but returned 
in a few minutes with her Lady's chemiſe, 
which having warmed, ſhe feſtooned it up 
in an elegant manner, and then preſented 
tt to the embaſſador, who was not only a 
man of finiſhed breeding, but was allo ac- 
cuſtomed to the etzquetteof a French woman 
of quality's ruelle; he therefore took the 
chemiſe and held it over the Counteſs' 

... head; 
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nc ad, who immediately threw off her white 
lattin bed-gown, and then, (to make uſe of 
his Lordſhip's own words) {lipping her little 
white ſhoulder out of the chemie, ſhe was 
caſting off, nis E£xXCELLENCY had the ho- 
nour of putting on her clean one; upon 
which ſhe made her acknowledgements, 
with great politeneſs and perfect good 
breeding. When his Lordſhip related to 
us this circumſtance, (which happened but 
a very few weeks before) an Engliſh gen- 
tleman preſent aſked him whether he did 
not complete his happineſs in ſaluting the 
Counteſs, after ſhe had ſo graciouſly grant- 
ed him ſo high an honour? “ O no, (re- 
plied the Earl) * if I had made the leaſt 
offer to have kiſſed her lips, her reſent- 
* ment might have proved fatal to me!” — 
The truth is, a French woman knows 
how far to go, and the Engliſh woman 
knows not where to ſtop! The only rea- 
ſon that can be aſſigned ſor this difference 
is, the former will indulge herſelf with 
going great lengths in gallantry without 
endangering her ſicart; as (ſor the moſt 
] 2 part) 
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part) the French females are as much 
ſtrangers to the finer feelings as they are 
to ſentiment: but the generality of the 
latter, who, on the contrary, poſſeſs ex- 
quiſite ſenſibility, are always in danger 
of falling, whenever they venture to per- 
mit too far, even thoſe ſort of innocent 
| Freedoms which are liable to make an 
impreſſion on their hearts. The perſon 
of an Engliſh woman is never in dange1 
unleſs her heart 1s. 


CHAP. IX. 


AN EXCURSION TO APSLEY LODGE. A 
CAMP DINNER AT WINCHESTER, THE 
SEIZURE QF A ROUGE BOX, THE MIRTH 
IT OCCASIONS AMONG THE GENTLE- 
MEN. 


UT it is now time to re- conduct the 
reader to Bon Ton Hall, where the 
numerous gueſts were all aſſembled in the 
breakfait 


K 
breakfafl room, except Mrs. Languiſh, 
who was ſtill too much fatigued with her 
journcy to make her appearance, when 
a card arrived from Mr. and Mrs. Pcters 
to invite all the party to ſpend the next day 
at Apfley Lodge; many of whom refuſed 
the gratification of accepting that very 
agrecable invitation, as ſo very large a 
party would have more the appcarancc 
of a public proceſſion than a private 
vilit: it was therefore determined, that 
no more ſhould go, than would fill three 
coaches. A polite reception and mag- 
nificent entertainment was no more than 
might be naturally expected at ArsLey 
Lope, where every thing was condutted 
with ſuperior ſtile and elegance; but as a 
great wit“ once pleaſanily obſerved, that 
there was no one born but had (more or 
leſs) a wrong corner, we are induced to he 
of the ſame opinion, when we behold thoſe 
whoſe general conduct is irreproachable, 
ſuffer themſelves to be ſo far miiled a: 


* Charles Townſhend, 
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to fall into unpardonable follies and ab- 
ſurdities, merely to appear FASHIONA. 
BLE, and moſt probably againſt their 
own judgment : for if one mizht form an 
opinion, from the general conduct and 
appcarance of Mrs. Peters, the never 
gave the leaſt cauſe for entertaining the 
moſt diſtant idea of her not being as 
chaſte in thoughts as her attions were 
modeſt, beſides, ſhe was the moſt re- 
ſerved woman in England, rather in- 
deed bordering upon prudery than othcr- 
wiſe, and yet, ſtrange to tell, there hung 
oppoſite td her, when ſhe ſat at the 
head of her table, a picture (purchaſed 
at a very high price in Italy) of two naked 
ſigures as large as life, fo very indecent 
and ſo highly coloured, as would have put 
even a French woman to the bluſh!! in 
deed, almoſt every room in the houſe 
produce {ach fort of diſguſting objcds 
equally offenſive to delicacy and mo- 
deſty. They may call this TON, TASTE 
FASHION. or what they pleaſe, but nci- 
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ter common ſenſe, or common decency 
will allow any other term ſor it, than 
that of a prepoſtcrous unreſletting vanity. 
But it is being guilty of treaſon in the 
eye of a virtuoſo, to hint the Icaft diſap- 
probation of the works of a REevaexs, 
a Gu1Do, or a Canzact, let the ſubject 
of them be ever ſo exceptionable; nor 
can there ever be any hopes of a reform 
as to theſe points, till REASON is no 
longer the ſlave of FASHION. 

Mrs. Stately having received a letter on 
her return {rom Aplley Lodge, mformins 
her, that her father Sir E. A. intended to 
ſpend a few days with her at her feat a: 
Belle- vue, ihe immediately fot off for 
that place accompenied by Euterpe, who 
was enchanted with her deliguful retire. 
ment, whcre ſhe found not only leiſure to 
contemplate the beauties of nature, bin 
to moreli 2% on thoſe ſcenes of tumultud as 
pleaſure the had fo recently witneflad 
at Bon Ton Hall. But ſhe was not pe. 


mitted long to indulge herfeif with ch. 


healing change, for 2s ſooñ 25 Sir ! 
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had taken leave of his daughter, ſhe ſcut 
cards of invitation to all the neighbour- 
ing nobility, when more than a month was 
taken up with playing at cards and vilit- 
ing. Mrs. S. and Euterpe having received 
an invitation from Sir William C. to a 
camp dinner ncar Wincheſter, they fat 
out in Mrs. Stately's coach, drawn by fix 
beautiful bays, a ſuitable retinue and two 
French-horns to announce their arrival 
at the camp, where they had the honour 
to receive from the officers the ſalute mi- 
litarre, Pleaſure ſmiled throughout the 
camp, when Mrs. Stately received a check 
to her happincſs, by a faux-pas of Euterpe, 
who candidly owned that ſhe put on 
rouge! This confeſſion had like to have 
coſt that ſimple girl the friendſhip of her 
friend Mrs. Statcly, who manifeſtly ap- 
peared very much diſconcerted; and for 
this indiſcretion, Euterpe got rebuked 
on her way home; for Mrs. Stately, who 
put on her rouge with that delicacy as to 
:mitatc nature, was fo much deceived by 
her own treacherous mirror, as to ima- 


gine 
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zune no one could perceive that her 
cheeks were otherwile tinted than with 
the {weet bloom of nature, and ſtill hop- 
ed to continue the deception, till an 
unlucky diſcovery put it out of all dif. 
pute. Sir W. C. Lord A. and Lord B. 
being one day at Belle-vue, Mrs. Stately 
took a lętter out of her pocket, part of 
which ſhe read to Sir W. C. but, he being 
curious to ſee further into the contents 
of the epiſtle, endeavoured to ſnatch it out 
of her hand as ſhe was putting it into her 
pocket, but in the midſt of this little bad:- 
nage, inſtead of the letter he got poſſeſſion 
of a box, when he declared he would have 
a pinch of her ſnuff; but upon its being 
opened, there was ſuch a double diſcove- 
ry as cauſed infinite mirth to all the gen- 
tlemen to the no ſmall confuſion of Mrs. 
Stately; who was not only mortified at its 
being found to have contained rouge inſtead 
of ſnuff, but that the inſide lid ſhould ex- 
poſe allo a ſmall picture of a nun and a 
friar, ſufficient to have raiſed the roſy hue in 
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her cheeks, without the aid ol artificia! 
bloom. This was a triumph which was 


highly enjoyed by the malicious baronc1, 


and cauſed no leſs merriment to the ref 
of the gentlemen. 


CHAT. XxX; 


 UTFRPE PAYS A VISIT TO HER FRIEND 
LADY ELIZABETH TUDOR AT BA1l. 
MAKES A DEEP !1MPRESSION ON THE 
1IEART OF A NOBLE EARL, THE 
+R ENCH MAROU1S SUDDENLY D*CAMPS 
W1TH ALL HIS SUITE. 


"HE next day Euterpe received a let- 

ter from her father, acquainting he: 

that he propoſcd being at BELLE-VUE in a 
day or two, and deſired ſhe would be in 
readineſs to accompany him io Bath, where 
he intended to leave her under the pro- 
tection of Lady Elizabeth Tudor during a 
part of the winter. Lady E. being awoman 
of 


(-97-:-3 
vt very high rank, and of courſe related to 
many of the beſt families in the kingdom, 
Eutcrpe was ſoon introduced into the 
very firſt circles, among whom was the 
Earl of Gucrnlcy, marricd to the Ducheſs 
of B, This nobleman conceived fo great 
a penchant for Euterpe, that his frequent 
viſits to the houſe of Lady E. T. became 
the general topic of converſation at Bath. 
He even knelt before her portrait, which 
was then painting by the celebrated G. 
and kiſſed it in the preſence of many per- 
ſons, who undoubtedly ſmiled to lee that 
his Lordſhip ſeemed not only to forget his 
own agc, in which he had the ſtart of 
Euterpe full forty years, but alſo that he 
was a married man; in ſhort, he ſeemed 
ſo intoxicated with his new paſhon, thai 
he ſcarcely took any pains to conceal it. 
Euterpe had not been long at Bath be- 
fore ſhe received a very flattering letter 
ſrom Lady Bon Ton, informing her that 
the Marquis de Rochefoucault was at Bath, 
and as he was a ſtranger there, ſhe ſhould 
eſteem it as a very particular ſavour, if 

K 2 Futerpe 
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Futerpe would introduce him to Lacy 
Elizabeth, and alſo incloſed a letter for 
him, with a gold purſe of her own work- 
ing, which ſhe begged he would accept of 
as @ token of her regard, entreating the ſa- 
vour of Eutcrpe to ſend it him. Lady 
Elizabeth very juſtly obſerved, it was a 
very improper preſent for a married wo- 
man to make any man; and ſtill more ſo, 
to convey it through the hands of ſuch a 
young girl as Euterpe; adding, ſhe never 
liked Lady Bon Ton, who had all the levi- 
tics of the French, without any of their po- 
liteneſs and good breeding, and was nothing 
more than a mere Hoyden. However, La- 
dy Elizabeth ſoon after had a rout, when 
to oblige Euterpe, cards of invitation were 
ſent to the Marquis and his ſuite, who was 
not only introduced to her Ladyfhip, but 
alſo to a great number of perſons of high 
rank, among whom was Lady H. Lady 
R. Lord and Lady H. Lady P. Mrs. P. H. 
(Privy Purſe) &c. who all ſeemed won- 
derfully pleaſed with the acquaintance of 
the NOBLE ſtranger, But Mr. Tudor 

(the 


( 69 ) 
(che huſband of Lady Elizabeth, who 
was as remarkable for his ſenſe and pe- 
nctration, as he was for every amiable 
quality that can do honour to a man) de- 
clared it as his opinion that the Marquis, 
though he had a great deal of the French 
c:vility about him, did not appear to be a 
man of that rank which his title announced 
him to be : this brought on an altercation 
between Braſs Y. and Mr. Tudor, who 
would not give up his firſt opinion, which 
did not a little diſconcert the W...ſhirc 
Squirc, who was much piqued at Mr. Tu- 
dor for venturing to diſpute the Marquis's 
birth, as he himſelf had been one of the 
firſt to ſhew the noBLE ſtranger all the 
honours due to his very high rank, and 
had cntertained him with the utmoſt mag- 
nificence at his ſeat in W—ſhire, Every 
day partics were made, to which Euterpc 
was invited, when ſhe became acquainted 
with Mrs. P. (privy purſe to the Princeſs 
of W.) a woman of extraordinary finc 
ſenſe and high breeding. Euterpe was 
greatly noticed by this Lady, and invited 
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h accompany her to Mr. Allen's of Prioi 
Park, where they were joined by Lady 
Elizabeth and Mr. Tudor, and a large 
party of the very firſt faſhion; among 
hom, was the NOBLE ſtranger and his ſuztc: 
they were all entertained with that hoſpita- 
lity and magmificence which every one muſt 
have experienced who had the pleaſure 
of being introduced to the worthy and 
truly reſpectable maſter of the place. Eu- 
terpe having informed her father by letter, 
of the great notice that was taken of her 
at Bath, received not only a freſh ſupply 


of caſh, but an elegant addition to her 


wardrohc, which enabled her to appear 
in a ſtyle much ſupcrior to moſt of the 
young girls of her own age; and as her 
father who doatcd on her wiſhed to give 
her a ſarther cclat, he deſired her to give 
a public breakfaſt at the rooms, to which 
not leſs than two hundred perſons were 
invited, who were allo regalced with an 
excellent band of muſic during breakſaſt, 
and afterwards with dancing. Among the 
reſt of the nobility was the NOBLE MAR- 


QUT: 
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Luis and his ft; but who, in ſpitc o. 
every attention that was paid to his high 
rank, ſcemed very much dejcdted, and 
ſoon after quitted Bath, as it was ſuppoſed 
for want of that moſt eſſential of oll effer- 
tials, to enable him to keep up an appearance : 
do not be ſtartled, Reader, when we 1c- 
peat to ep up gn appearance he was not the 
leaſt entitled to!! and as this GRTAT MAN 
wil not appcar any more in this hiſtory, 
the Reader ſhall not be any longer de- 
ceived, but be informed that the now 
NOBLE MARQU1S de Galere in a very ſhort 
time aſter his return to France. had the 
misfortune to be chained to an oar at th. 
gallies, for daring to take upon him the 
name and quality of one of the fiſt fam 
lies in France!! We are not ſurpriſed a. 
the effrontery of a needy adveuturcs, bu 
that ſo many of the Engliſh nobility. par- 
ticularly the Earl of P. and {ome other 
noblemen who had been as Paris but « 
iew years before, ſhould have ſuffered 
themlelves to have been taken in, and ior 
ſuch a length of time, by this impoſtor, 

when 
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when they might have informed them- 
lelves of his real rank, with very little 
trouble, through the means of the French 
embaſlador, who could not have been 
ignorant an hour of ſuch a man being 
in England as the sox of the Duke 9 
RocaxtroucautTt! but this ſhews the 
powers of prejudice over the mind, and 
how calily people are deluded by fallc 
appearances, who ſuffer their judgment to 
be b:ajed and dazled by the falſe glare of 
RANK and FORTUNE; Whilſt real mode? 
merit (without thoſe viſible marks ol 
inviſible merit) is treated with cold neglect! 
and indifference, if not with contempt!!! 

As Mr. Tudor and Lady Elizabeth in 
zended to pals the remainder of the winte: 
in London, they politely gave Euterpe 
a place in their carriage, in which fſh- 
was {afcly conducted to the houſe of he 
father, by whom ſhe was received with 
every tender mark of afiettion, Euterpe, 
who had by this time made a very large 
acquaintance, began to think of having « 
fixed day to entertain her friends, and as 


ſhe 


( 78 1 
ſhe was an enemy to cards, the had a mu- 
fecal aſſembly once a week, which was well 
attended by an excellent band of the firſt 
performers, belides a great number of 
amateurs who occaſionally aſſiſted. Among 
her viſitors appeared the noble Earl 
whole affections ſeemed not in the leaſt 
diminiſhed fince their laſt interview at 
Bath ; he came accompanied by his Lady 
and ſon, with whom ſhe had alſo the ho- 
nour to be in high favour. Her Lady- 
ſhip, in particular, ſhewed an uncommon 
partiality for Euterpe, to whom ſhe not 
only gave a general invitation, but like- 
wiſe introduced her to many of the firſt 
familics in the kingdom. Mrs. Stately, 
whoſe friendſhip for Euterpe increaſed 
daily, introduced her to many others of 
high rank, among whom was the Coun— 
teſs of 
came highly diſguſted; for though ſhe 
was a very ſenlible and accompliſhed 
woman, yet there were ſome traits in he 
character which were deteſtable: her con- 
verſation was oftentimes ſo very indecent, 

Vor; I. L 
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„with whom Euterpe ſoon be- 
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particularly when in company with la- 
dies of the ſame gi, that Eutcrpe could 
not be prevailed upon to repeat it, even 
to a lady with whom ſhe hved upon 
terms of the moſt friendly intimacy ; 
though it was ſpoken by her Ladyſhip in 
the preſence of her own two footmen ! ! 
lt is worthy of obſervation, that no men 
arc ſo indelicate in their diſcourſe as fomr 
women of a certain age; and a young girl 
is in more danger of having her morals 
corrupted by ſome of theſe %, bred ſe- 
males than by men, cven of the moſt 
debauched principles: for we arc not 
aſhamed, though we are ſorry, to repeat 
that there is ſcarcely any man, let him 
be ever ſo bad, but has ſome good qua- 
lities, while a bad woman is in general 
corrupt throughout, But we do not wiſh 
it to be underſtood, that by the term 
bad, to rank the unfortunate or indiſerect, 
indiſcriminatecly, with the vicious; for it 
is as impoſſible for a woman to be vir- 
tuous who 1s not chaſte, as it 1s for a 


woman to he chaſte who 1s not virtuous: 


F 


rea) 


„ 
cal guilt can only lie in the mind, A 
poor ſimple girl (for inſtance) whoſe in 
nocence has been betrayed by polleſiins 
coo much ſeni:bility and credulity, can— 
not with the leaſt ſhadow of juſtice, be 
put upon the {ame level with an Ap. 
rRESS, or CVen thoſe abandoned females 
(however chaſtc as to their perſons) who 
take delight in putting modeſty to the 
bluſh by ſuch obicene diſcourſe as would 
even hock the cars of a French courtcs 
zan; and vet the poor deluded and in- 
jured girl, whoſe uind perhaps is {till un— 


tainted, and who merits pity and com- nh 
paſhon, initcad of infult and contempt, BEM ! 
will be ſcouted and avoided as a pefli- lr 


lence, Whilſt the marricd woman of rA- 
SHiox (let her be ever {9 infamous) is 
admitted into every polite circle!!! So 


— 2 6 


true it is, that prejudice, not reaſon, 
chicily governs the actions of mankind. 
We are apt to judge of right and wrong, 
as it is eſtabliſhed by culloin, which is ol- 
tentimes very erroncous. Ilow many de 


we daily fee who are the objetis of a mean E 
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adulation when they are known to be guilty 
of the moſt horrid and diſguſting crimes, 
which they commit with impunity (and 
for which the ragged culprit 1s juſtly con- 
demned) becauſe they are rich or betitled. 
Does law and equity then always att in 
conformity to each other? But true vir- 
tue is often miſtaken by many women 
who imagine (or at leaſt wiſh it to be 
thought) it conſiſts in chaſtity alone; 
though it is a truth, not to be argued, that 
chaſtity is and ever will be conſidered as 
a gem of the moſt ineſtimable value that 
can adorn female excellence: yet, if it be 
not united with the other amiable quality 
which ſhould dwell within a woman's 
breaſt, its luſtre is in a partial ſtate of 
cclipſe! 

GAuix d (or rather gambling) which is a 
vice that has ever been held famous even 
among men, is now a faſhionable paſtime 
of (what is called) women of character! 
But the female who 1s a ſlave to this pai- 
non, poſſeſſes, in our humble opinion, a 
heart infinitely more corrupt than her 


whoſe 


1 

whoſe crime has the weakneſs of our na- 
ture to plead in her defence. But,perhaps, 
this vindication in favour of betrayed and 
injured innocence, may bring upon us the 
Il natured ſarcaſms, or a contemptuous 
toſs of the head from {ome over ſcrupu— 
{ous female, whoſc rig:d virtue will not 
permit her to pardon or make the leaſt 
allowance for youthful failings in her 
own ſex: but it is not in ſuch a boſom 
that we ſhall look for pity or compalhon, 
or benevolence, or that charity in which 
we are inſtructed by every CHRISTIAN 
and RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLE. 

We hope the candid reader will pardon 
this digreſhon into which we are na- 
turally led, by feeling a jult indignation 
at the recital of thole vices which have 
been the real cauſe of fo much ruin to ſa- 
milies, whoſe peace and happinels have 
been totally deſtroyed by following the 
examples of thoſe whom folly and cuſtom 


have taught us to look up to, with regard 
and reſpet, 
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IRS. STATELY RECEIVES A PRESENT 
FROM HIR FATHER OF A SUPERB SER- 
VICE OF PLATE: GIVES A GRAND SUP- 
PER ON THE OCCASION, TO WHICH, 
MANY OF THE NOBILITY ARE INVITED. 


IR E. A. having made his daughter. 
Mrs. Stately, a preſent of a complete 
ſervice of plate, ſhe gave a very ſplen- 
did ſupper on the occalion, at which the 
Counteſs of , the Counteſs of T. and 
many others of high rank aſſiſted: it 
was alſo a farewell ſupper on the part of 
Mr. Stately who was to ſet out, in a few 
days, on his voyage to the Weſt Indies. 
Among the gueſts were Lady R. (aſter— 
wards embaſſadrels to the court of France) 
Lords R. D. and W. E—n, Marquis of 
B. and Mrs. C. As ve have juſt above 


obſerved that married women of rasni ow 


however 27/7109% were too often received 
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in the firſt circles, the latter lady being 
admitted of the party will be ſufficient to 
ſtamp the veracity of our allertion. Mrs. 
C. was a rema:kably pretty woman, and 
her huſband, who was lometimes hmfpei} 
gockeyed upon the turi, found it neceſſary 
to repleniſh an empty puric, forme how o- 
other ; and Lord B. knowing the aiſtreſs of 
his Newmarket friend, ſupplied him with 
whatever caſh he wanted without any 
other intereſt exe that which he received 
from the gratituce of his beautiful wife: 
but this is not (we are ſorry to oblerve) a 
ſingular inſtance; there are many, men who 
make great fortunes by lcaing out their 
wives, as others do by letting out other 
things. Such criticiſm. however, may 
be thought rather 3]\-natured to be intro- 
_ duced at the very time that we are go- 
ing to partake of the heſpitality and plca— 


{ures of the ſeſtiwe board, on which Mrs. 


Stately had diiplayed uncoemmon taſte 
ang elegance. As a prov! that it was 
RE 5 
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the gueits, chat the ſauce only, of one of 
the corner diſhes, coſt a whole Weſtphalia 
ham, (the eſſence of which was extracted) 
to make that delicious gravy which was 
io highly admired by all the company !! 
Perhaps ſome 2//-natured reflettions will 
be caſt (particularly by ſome hungry gar- 
retcer writers, like ourſelves) upon Mrs. 
Stately for that, whom thoſe who know 
nothing of high life, may call zxTRAvVA- 
GANCE; but how are the poor to be fed, 
unleſs © from the crumbs which fall from 
the rich man's table?” Supper being end- 

ed, the converſation became more lively ; 
brilliant jeu de mots, ſmart repartees, and 
delicate double entendres flaſhed round the 
table with high glec, which particularly 
delighred the Counteſs of T. who felt no 
reſtraint upon her favourite topics, which 
were echoed by the Counteſs of R. and 
embelliſhed with a few high flavoured ad- 
ditions by the witty Earl of E. We muſt, 
however, do juſtice to Mrs. C. who did 
not let one ſyllable drop from her lips 


that could in the leaſt wound the ear of 
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the moſt ſpotleſs virgin; ſhe being ſtill 
young, ſhe aimed to pleaſe, not diſguſt : for 
the ladies that were ſo very indelicate in 
their diſcourſe, it is to be obſerved, were 
arrived at that age when perſonal beauty 
loſes its attractions; and thereforc had, as 
they imagined, no other chance of attratt- 
ing notice, but by the brilliancy of their 
unconſtrained wit, affected gaiety, and wan- 
ton pleaſantry : but it may be ſaid of 
fuch women, what has been ſaid of trai. 
tors ; that though the treaſon may pleaſe, 


the traitor is always deſpiſed and abhor- 
red. | 
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CHAP. XII. 


. ORD GUERNSEY OFFERS TO SETTLE UPON 
EUTERPE EIGHT HUNDRED YOUNDS A 
YEAR, AND GIVE HER A WRITTEN 
PROMISE TO MARRY HER UPON THE 
DEATH OF HIS COUNTESS. | 


S Lord Guernſcy's fondneis for Eu- 
terpe daily increaſed, his attention 
and aſſiduity kept pace with his profel- 
hons of regard; and he hinted his wiſh of 
getting an cſtabliſhment for her; not only 
with a view, as it appeared, of remov- 
ing her from under the eye of her father, 
but alſo for the purpoſe of breaking off 
ſome of Euterpe's connections, which he 
thought did not favour his deſigns: he 
therefore told her that the houſckeepet 
of Somerſet Houſe was very ill and given 
over by her phylicians, and that Euterpe 
(if ſhe approved of it) ſhould have that 
appointment the moment it became va- 


cant. 
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ant, as it was in the gift of his friend the 

Duke of D. and, (continued the Earl) 

<* to give you every proof in my power 

* of the affettion, I ſincerely feel for 

* you, I will ſettle upon you eight hun- 

e dred pounds a ycar, with a promiſe, 

under my hand, to marry you whcn 
Lady G. dies; and to convince you Iam 
in earneſt, give me pen, ink and paper, 
and then you cannot any longer be in 
doubt as to the lincerity of my love: 
& and as a ſtill farther proof of it, 1 
„give you my word of honour that 1 
have left a lady of high rank with whom 
J have lived many years in the greateſt 
& intimacy upon your account!“ Eu— 
terpe's aſtoniſhment was ſo great, that for 
ſome time ſhe remained filent, not know- 
ing what anſwer to make. Upon which, the 
Earl, preſſing her hand to his lips, ſaid (with 
a dejeaed countenance) *I ſee plainly, 
& Euterpe, by your not immediately em- 
& bracing my offer, that you do not love 
& me; it is my age which makes me deſpi- 
& cable in your eyes.” The laſt words 
M 2 rouled 
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rouſed Euterpe, and moved her hcart to 
pity, when ſhe replied, © No, my Lord, 
& you do me wrong; I feel ſo much re- 
& ſpe and eſteem for your Lordſhip, 
& that if you were ſingle, I ſhould prefer 
© you to any man I have ever yet ſeen; 
& —It is not your age; but I cannot in 
© honour accept of the ſettlement: ii 
* you will employ your intereſt in getting 
© me an appointment of maid of honour, 
* you will highly oblige me, and TI ux, 
* my Lord, may do the reſt, with honour 
e to myſelf.” He then took his leave, but 
not without a compliment to her delicacy 
and virtue, which he owned made her wor- 
thy to fill the, moſt exalted ſtation; while 
he expreſſed an hope that one day or other, 
Providence, (to ule his Lordſhip's own 
words,) would put it in his power to make 
an offer of his hand wherc he already had 
given his heart. For ſome time after he 
went away, Euterpe was ſeized with a 
kind of ſtupor, being overcome by dif- 
ferent paſſions, which took poſſeſſion of 
her mind, Her vanity and ambition were 


great, 
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great, and ſo were alſo her notion: 
of honour. To refuſe ſuch an opportu- 
nity of moving in the firſt ſphere, which in 
all probability would be in a ſhort time, 
2s Lady G. was not only many years older 
than her huſband, but very infirm, max 
by ſome be conſidered as folly; but to 
have accepted of ſuch a ſettlement, would 
have blaſted her reputation for ever. 
Euterpe, indeed, had her conflias: a 
thouſand fallacious arguments ſuggeſted 
themſelves in behalf of her ambition : 
ſhe had a powerful adviſer alſo, whon, 
ſhe dares not name; but ſhe had a ſenſe 
of virtue, which, though ſhaken for a mo- 
ment, could not be finally overthrown; 
and, ſtrengthened by its influence, ſhe 
combated the temptation, and was trium- 
phant. Hence it is that ſhe now poſleſſes 
an unreproaching mind, and an irre- 
proachable character, compared with 
which, titles, rank, and fortune, are but 
as duſt in the balance. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


->UTERPE HAS THE HONOUR OF BEING 
PRESENTED TO HIS R. f. r. E. BY THz 
MARCHIONESS OF KR u. is PRE- 
VENTED (BY THE JEALOUSY OF LORD 
G.) FROM ACCEPTING OF AN INVITA- 
TION TO MEET THE P. IN COMPANY 
W1TH PERSONS OF THE HIGHEST RANK. 

abs ſoon after receiving an in 

vitation to ſpend the cvening with 
the Counteſs of Guernſcy, ſhe was fo 
fortunate as to meet the Marchionels of 

R---m, who invited Euterpe to a rout 

that her Ladyſhip was to have, a few 

days after, at her houſe in Groſvenor- 

{quare, which was to be honoured by 

the preſence of H. R. H. P. E. (after- 

wards Duke of Y.) her Ladyſhip was 
plcaſed politely to ſav, that the Prince 


bad ſignified his defire of hearing Euterpe, 
of 


185 

ol whole muſical talents he had heard lo 
much. Euterpe accordingly went with 
Lady G. and was introduced to the P- 
who not only politely complimented her 
upon her vocal and muſical powers, but 
did her the honour to accompany her 
himſelf upon the violincello. 

A few days after, Mrs. ]. a very ac- 
compliſhed elegant woman, and who was 
ambitious to get the Prince to her houſe, 
to whom ſhe had the honour to be well 
known, though not ſufficiently intimate 
to aſk him to be of her parties, made 
uſe of the following ſtratagem :—Meeting 
his Highneſs in the Park, ſhe told him ſhe 
had been informed that Euterpe had been 
preſented to him at Lady. R---m's, upon 
which it ſeems H. R. H. was pleaſed to 
ſay ſome civil things of Euterpe. Mrs. J. 
then informed hun that ſhe was to have 
a ſmall party ſoon at her houſe, at which 
Euterpe was to be preſent, and if H. H. 
wiſhed to be ſurther acquainted with her, 
Mrs. ]. ſhould think herſelf very highly 
honoured if II. R. H. would condeſcend 


to 
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to drop in. The P. very politely replied 
that he ſhould be happy to wait upon her, 
and at the {ame time dehired her to let him 
know when ſhe had fixed upon the even- 
ing. Now there was not the leaſt truth 
in what Mrs. ]. had told the Prince, rela- 
tive to her having formed a party, or hav- 
ing invited Euterpe ; for ſhe was not able 
to hx the evening till after ſhe had given 
Euterpe an invitation, which ſhe did in the 
ſollowing manner. Early one morning 
the came with Lady L. B. to viſit Euterpe, 
who not being up, the ſervants informed 
Mrs. J. that their miſtreſs was gone out; 
& gone out!” (ſays Mrs. J. with ſome ſur- 
priſe) * why, I come thus early on pur- 
„ poſe, having ſomething of importance 
* to communicate to her, and I muſt ſee 
© her; do, I entreat you, go up and 
tell her ſhe muſt not be denied to me, 
& as it 1s an affair of great conſequence 
& which has brought me here.” But the 
ſervant ſtill perſiſting in it, that his miſ- 
treſs was gone out, ſhe defired him to 
bring her pen, ink, and paper, upon which 

ſhe 


19 
me wrote the following laconic epiſtle, 
while ſhe fat in the chariot.— 


„ MY DEAR EUTERPE, 


«I AM bothaſtoniſhed and diſ- 
appointed to find you gone out! Prince 
E. is charmed with you, wiſhes to meet 
© you at my houſe; pray fix the evening 
as ſoon as poſſible; do not keep mein 
„ ſuſpence, write a line this evening; 
& as it depends upon yor, I do intreat you 
& to let me know your determination, for 
* as ſoon as you do, I muſt immediately 
& inform the Prince. Nobody is of the 
„party but the Duke and Ducheſs of R. 
© the General and myſelf, perhaps Col. 
«© B. comes with the Prince, who is a 
& friend of yours; ſo you ſee it will only 
& be a little ſnug party. Adieu, I am 
* truly yours, my dear Euterpe. Lady 
& Lucy B. who is with me preſents com- 
& plments. 

N. B. Pray come alone. 
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When this very curious cpiſtle was ca: 
ricd up to Euterpc, ſhe was ſtill in bed, 
but while ſhe was dreſſing, her father 
came in, who adviſed her to go unme- 
diately aftcr dinner. and conſult the Coun- 
teſs of Guernſey, whoſc advice he wiſhed 
her to follow, though it was his own op! 
nion, he ſaid, that ſhe ought to fix upon 
an evening, agrecable to Mrs. ]'s deſire. 
As Euterpe drove up to the door of Lady 
G. ſhe met Lord V. and the witty W. 
coming out, who informed her that both 
Lord and Lady G. were gone to the 
Ducheſs of R——4's rout : ſhe then gave 
Lord V. Mrs. ].'s letter, entreating the 
favour of him to give it to his mother; ſhe 
then took her leave, ſaying, ſhe would cal! 
again early the next morning; but, un- 
caly at not being able to return an an- 
{wer to Mrs. J. ſhe went directly to her 
houſe in Berkeley ſquare, and found only 
the General at home, who ſaid he knew 
nothing of either the letter or invitation; 
and ſeemed greatly ſurpriſed at his no: 
having 


4 
having been let into the ſecret! The 
next morning Euterpe found her amiable 
patroneſs and his Lordſhip, impaticntly 
waiting her arrival, when the following 
converſation paſſed. * I have read Mrs. 
& [].'s letter,” ſaid the Countcſs, “and J 
& cannot ſay that I think it will be pru- 
& dent in you, my Ccar, to go: the con- 
duct of Mrs. J. merits reproach ; and the 
& defiring you to come alone carrics with it 
&« a very ſuſpicious appearance.” “es,“ 
added his Lord{hip, who had been hither- 
to ſilent “ I think that Euterpe would act 
& very wrong if ſhe were to go, unleſs ſhe 
„ wcre to be accompanied by a proper 
& perſon; but even in that caſe, it would 
„be as well let alone; for we all know, 
& when Princes chuſe to converſe pri- 
& vately with ladies, the company never 
& fail to take the hint and retire.” His 
Lordſhip continucd to harrangue in this 
manner for a conſiderable time, to deter 
Euterpe from going, which greatly morti- 
fied her, firſt, as it highly flattered her 
vanity to be noticed by rovatty! and 

N 2 ſecondly, 
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ſecondly, ſhe well knew the ſecret motives 
of her old lover, who was jealous of every 
man ſhe ſpoke to! Euterpe then returned 
home much chagrined as ſhe was greatly 
diſtreſſed how to att in regard to Mrs. J. 
not daring to tell her the true reaſon for 
refuſing her invitation, being upon honour 
not to diſcover her noble adviſer, leſt he 
might ſcel the juſt reſentment of offended 
Royalty. It was,” ſaid Euterpe, “ the 
* firſt time in my life that I ever felt ſo 
&* embarraſſed; the not being allowed to 
follow my owa inclinations in a matter 
„ ſo infinitely agrecable to me, was not 
& the real cauſe of ali my uneaſineſs, but 
„the having been ſeverely reproached 
„ by a friend, on whom I called in my 
„ way home, and one for whom I felt the 
& higheſt reſpect and ſincere regard, for 
refuſing io go where it was my intereſt 
„ to oblige, and as my rcfuſal, he ſaid, 
might probably be the means of fruſ- 
© trating my hopes of being appointed 
& maid of honour: in ſhort, he was fo 
& {evcic on the conduct of Lord G. that 


% from 


„ 


© from ſome words he let drop, I was 
* under {ome apprchcni:on it would be 
e produtlive of a quarrel between them!” 
But at laſt, with a mind ill at cafe, Euterpe 
wrote the following cp:ſlic. 


© MY DEAR MADAM, 7 
«WHAT ſhall I fay for not ac- 1% 

* cepting of your polite and moſt agreca- 192 
& ble invitation? Impute it to any ching 9 
& but the want of that attention and re— we 
& ſpect which I mult ever fecl for a wo- 15 | 
man fo truly amiable and accompliſhed f 
& as Mrs. J.; believe me, dear Madam, I p 
& ſpeak not tkis in ſlattery. You may caſily 
imagine it is not my own fault that I am 
„ deprived of an honour which would 
$6 


have made me inſinitely happy; but I 
* cannot, {or particular reaſons, have the 
* pleaſure of waiting upon you; but do 
eme the juſtice to believe, 
* DEAR MADAM, 
That I am ſincerely yours, 
„Wich the higheſt reſpeR, 
5 And moſt periet! eſteem, 

. * EUTER PE- 
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Mrs. ].'s apſwer was ſuch as might be 
naturally expected from a vain, haughty, 
and diſappoꝛnted woman, full of ſevere re- 
proacies.and expreſſions of violent anger, 
as her defirc of getting the Prince to her 
houſe was by this means totaliy over— 
thrown! The Sunday after being the 
day on which ſhe knew Euterpe received 
company, ſhe came with Lady Lucy B. 
ſhe entered the room, her eyes ſpark- 
ling with rage, and begged to ſpeak with 
Eutcrpe in private, who accordingly 
retired with her into the next room, 
where ſhe was beſet by Mrs. ]. in ſo fu- 
rious a manner, that Euterpe burſt into 
tears, telling her it was not her own fault, 
for ſhe ſhould have been exceedingly 
happy to have been of her party : then 
ſays Mrs. ]. I know who was your adviſer, 
and I am determined to acquaint the 
Prince with his conduct: indeed, Eu- 
terpe, you are greatly to blame to ſuſ- 
fer yourſelf to be ſo miſled as to affront 
one of the Royal Family, and at a time 
100, when you are endeavouring to get 

the 


* 
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the place of maid of honour; ſurely you 
muſt be mad; but I know it is of no uſe 
to talk to you, I will call your adviſer to an 
account myſelf. She then flew like a dra- 
gon into the other room, and called Lord 
Guernſey to her, when the diſpute be- 
came ſo warm and ſo very loud as to 
bring ſome of the company from the next 
room; among whom was Lord B. and the 
above mentioned fricnd, uh hed ſo le- 
verely reproached Luterpe before on the 
ſame ſubjett: therefore they readily joined 
with Mrs. ]. againſt the Earl; and, indeed, 
many more who were prelent agreed, that 
Euterpe atted very wrong in reſuſing to 
meet the Prince in ſuch reſpectable com- 
pany as that of the D. and Duchels of 
R.* and that it was an affront to them as 


* Whatever Mrs. ].'s intentions were (in caſe ſhe 
tad been honoured with the preſence of the P.) it ie 
moſt certain that neither the D. nor Ducheſs of R. had 
received any invitation whatever | nor was this diſ- 
covered till Mrs J. (being alarmed at its becoming 
a topic of converſation) nt her ſiſter to beg it as the 
greateſt favour, that Euterpe would give her up the 


letter which we have already recited. 
1 
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vel! as the Prince. Euterpe had but one 
-ard leſt to play, and ſhe was determined 
to let no one into the ſecret. She accord- 
in gly [ct off next morning to viſit the Hon. 
Mrs. B. (a moſt charming woman) and 
begged ſhe might ſee the Colonel, who 
was equerry to the Prince: to him ſhe 
1clated all her grievances, and cntreated 
of lim to inform the Prince of her un- 
caſineſs, leſt H. R. H. ſhould be offended : 
the Colonel, accordingly, had the good- 
neſs to comply with her requeſt, and in- 
formed his Royal Highneſs of the whole 
affair. The Prince ſmiled, and took an 
occalion ſome time after, to convince her 


that he was not diſplealcd with her con- 
cult, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. A. 
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* 14 


LADY BON TON SENDS A CARD OF IN v:. 4 
TATION TO EUTER?PE: PAYS HER CREAT | 
ATTENTION TO MAKE AMENDS FORK ': 


HER FORMER RUDENESS. SIR WILLI. 4 
AM BON TON MENTIONS HIS INTEN- 192 
TION OF HAVING ANOTHER THEATR1- ; 5 
CAL. COMPLIMENTS EUTERPE WITH * 
AN OFFER OF NAMING THE PLAY, AND : 
ALSO THE PART SHE MAY CHUSE TC F 
PERFORM, 8 


FE W days after, Euterpe received 

an invitation from Lady Bon Ton, 
requeſting the lavour of her and her tz- 
ther's company to {pend the evening with 
her in Portman-{quere, where they found 
Lady H. Satiricus, Lord Vilton, and many 
more of the Bon Ton Hall party: among 
the gueits they were not a little ſurpriſed 
to knd the renowned Roſcius, whole former 
meanneſs was either forgot or forgiven by 
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the good-natured Baronet ; the celebrated 
and clegant Lee was allo preſent, Whose 
beautiful figure and periciat good breed. 
ing was cqual to that inimitable grace 
with which ſhe danced, Sir William Bon 
Ton mentioned, after ſupper, his inten— 
tions of entertaining his friends with ano- 
ther Theatrical, and compiimented Eu- 
terpe with the choice of a play, in which, 
he ſaid, ſhe ſhould perform the principal 
character, This marked attention in Sir 
William a little embarraſſed Euterpe, who 
modeſtly declined naming the one or the 
other, and begged it might be leſt to 
Lady Bon Ton, who, ſhe obſerved ought 
to play the principal part, as her Ladyſhip 
lo highly diſtinguiſhed herſelf in that of 
PorRcla, This compliment, which was ſo 
juſtly due to Lady Bon Ton, was highly 
applauced by the company, and gave me- 
nifeſt pleaſure to Lady B. who ſcemed fo 
much plcaſed with Euterpe, as to inſiſt 
that ſhe ſhould not only chuſe the play; 
but alſo the charatier ſhe choſe to per 
form; upon which Euterpe replicd, ſince 


11 
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gie was commanded to name the play, ſlie 
ſaould like to appear in the part of Julict. 
The whole company applauded her choice, 
and Roſcius very politely ſaid he ſhould be 
very happy to aflord her every atliflance 
in his power to forward her in the part, 
but as he was informed that ſhe was inti- 
matcly acquainted with Cordelia, it would 
be better to receive a few inſtructions 
from that inimitable attireis. Euterpe, 
however, being well acquainted with the 
judicious Sn, put herſelf under is 
tuition, who took infinite pains in teach. 
ing her to read not only the part of Ju- 
ict, but likewiſe Milton and other authors. 
An accident happened to Euterpe, while 
rchearſing the window ſcene, by which ſhe 
ran the riſque of being mtombrcd in reality, 
without any previous arrangement ! For, 
having placed a chair upon a table to 
mount up to the top of an high ſcreen, the 
whole fabric tumbled down, which put a 
flop to any further progrels in tac part 
for ſome time. Mrs. Statcly intending 
to ſpend the Chriſtmas at Bele-uu, invit— 
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ed Euterpe to accompany her there. 
They had not been long in the country 
before they were informed that Sir Wil- 
liam Bon Ton and his Lady were arrived 
at Bon Ton Hall, Sir William having bu- 
ſineſs which called him there, relative to 
the county militia, of which he was heu- 
tenant-colonel. Mrs. Stately then pro- 
poſed with Euterpe to go and ſpend a few 
days with them: they accordingly arrived 
at the Hall juſt as the Baronet and his 
lady had ſat down to dinner with a very 
agreeable party of their friends, Near 
a week was ſpent with the utmoſt good 
humo':r, peace, and harmony ; but Lady 
Bon Jon, wno happened to Le one of 
that ſpecics of ſemales who are born to 
be a plague 1nſtcad of a bleſſing to thoſe 
with whom they are conneted, contrived, 
at le: th, to make both her huſband and 
viſitors abſolutely wretched by her egre- 
5104S folly, fantaſtic airs, abominable ex- 
trav2gince, and decided inhumanity! 
for ſo ve may call it, when a woman 
wantonly torments and makes the man 

| miſerable, 


60 


;niſcrable, whoſe happineſs and comlo:: 
ought to be her ſole ſtudy and care! 
But let the following ract ſpeak for it- 
{elf —The little party being aſſembled 
round the breakfaſt table, Lady Bon Ton 
thus began: 


& I have received a lettei 
„ this morning with a bill encloſed from 
© my milliner, which I affure you,” ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to her huſband, “ will 
„make you look a little ſerious;“ — 
From your milliner, my dear?“ replled 
the Baronct, „it cannot be much then, 
e becauſe you know I paid her two hun— 
** dred pounds but a few months ago, and 
I ſuppoſe you have not nad many things 
e ſince : but tell me how much it is?“ 
Upon which her Lady ſuip kept on flipping 
her tea, and with a kind of an atletied 
gaiety ſaid, ©& gueſs!” © I cannot gueſs,” 
ſaid he, perhaps it might be about forty 
or fifty pounds!” — © Forty or fifty 
* pounds, Sir William, you are not near 
the mark, gueſs again?“ ——* Zounds, 
« Betſy, what do you mean? Why don't 
„ you tell me at once, and not keep teaz- 


v6 ang 


10 


ing me in this fooliſh manner?“ —“ In- 
« deed I cannot, you will be quite fright- 
d encd, when you know how much it is; 
© therefore I will not tell you now, left 
© jt ſhould ſpoil your breakfaſt.” —*+* This 
is very odd behaviour in you, Betſy, 
© to keep tantalizing me in this ridiculous 
&« ſtyle, and I do intreat you to tell me at 
once; is it two hundred pounds? — 
& Two hundred pounds!“ replies her La- 
dyſhip, „hy, you have not gueſſed near 
& half yet.” —+* By G— then,” ſaid the 
irritated Baronet, © this is more than J 
can bear; and if you do not inſtantly 
& tell me what the ſum may be, I will im- 
& mediately quit the houſe.” He then 
got up, but ſecing how much all the ladies 
were affected, except his wiſe, he politely 
begged their pardon for the diſturbance 
occationed by Lady Bon Ton's folly and 
impertinence, and declared he could 
bear it no longer! Lady B. then began 
to be a hittle confuſed, and was prevailed 
upon by Mrs. Stately to put her huſband 
out of ſuſpence, by telling him how much 
thc 
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the bill came to; upon which her Lady 
ſhip condeſcended to take the bill out of 
her pocket and threw it, rather ſaucily, 
upon the table, when the juſtly angered 
Baronet immediately inatching it up ex- 
claimed with great emotion, What? Fivc 
hundred pounds !! It cannot be; ſurciy 
it muſt be a miſtake, or meant by way 
of a joke, explain it, Betly.”—* Indeed 
it is no joke, Sir Wiliiam, tor I owe 


C 


* 
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« her that ſum, and if you will pleaſe to 


„give yourſelf the trouble to look over 
the bill you will fee cvery article which 
„I have had.” For ſome minutes he re- 
mained quite ſilent, as if loſt in thought: 
then turning to Mrs. Stately, be ſaid, 
„There is not, Madam, a woman in Eng- 
& land who dreſſes wih movic taſte and 
elegance than yourſelf; pray then, tell 
© me, do you ſpend four or five hundred 
a year with your milliner?” This 
qucſtion was very emparrailing to Mrs. 
Stately, who knew that her aniwcr mult 
obliguely caſt a refle&ion upon Laiy 
Bon Ton, at whoſ: houſe ſne was than 
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entertained; but ſhe was obliged to {ay 
{{mcthing to appeaſe her friend, Sir Wil. 
nam, whom ſhe highly eſteemed and re- 
ſpected: “ No, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, “ my bills 
ſeldom come to more than two hundred 
* pounds a year at moſt, but that is no 
„rule, becauic ſome ladies wear more 
* coſtly lace than others, which will make 
© a very material difference, as it is an 
article that may colt from hve ſhillings 
© to five guineas a yard.” —* Pray then,” 
faid he to his wiſe, © what have you had 
& that ſhould come to ſuch a prodigious 
& amount ?'—+<+ I have had,” ſaid ſhe with 
a good deal of ſang froid, © a great many 
« pair of ſilk ſtockings, fine holland ſhifts, 
& lace, muſlin, and a variety of articles 
„ which I cannot now recollett, but I 
* ſuppoſe, if you cail your eye over the 
& bill, you will ſce what I have had; but 
& I will look it over m:yſcIf, by and by, to 
„ ſee whether the woman has caſt it up 
„right.“ Bricakfall being finiſhed, the 
company diſperled, but the reſt of the day 
V2.5 not {vent with the uſual cheertulne!-. 
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indeed, every one felt the utmoſt pity for 
poor Sir William, and exccreted his un— 
feeling wiſe ! Euterpe, who dceply felt 
when ſhe beheld others unhappy, went 
into Mrs. Stately's room to know what was 
her opinion in regard to Lady Bon Ton's 
conduct, „Is it poſſible, Madam,” ſaid 
ſhe, „chat Lady B. could have laid out 
* {ſo much with a milliner in ſo ſhort a 
time?“ - No, ſurely, child; I would 
not ſay much, but I am poſitive from 
& what I have ſeen her wear, ſhe has 
no lace of that very high price, nor any 
„ thing elſe to equal that expence ; the 
truth is, but I charge you take no notice 
* of what I ſay, that ſhe has not hada 
quarter of the things which are ſet down 
in the bill, for it is no uncommon thing 
for a woman, when ſhe wants money, 
e either to give away to ſome favorite, or to 
pay debts of honour, to order her milliner 
„lor in general they are very convenient 
i fort of people) to make out a bill to ſuch 
+ an amount, upon a promiſe of making 
a {table return!” & What a wicked 
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& woman mult ſhe be,” ſaid Euterpe, “ who 
& can be ſo baſe as to cheat an huſband 
in that infamous manner !!” © Nay, I 
& can tell you of a woman,” continued 
Mrs. Statcly, + who makes uſe of other 
& means, which I think ſtil] worſe. Not 
&« long ſince, being diſtreſſed for caſh, and 
„having had an unlucky run at cards, 
e ſhe ordered her jeweller to pick ſome of 
& the beſt brilliants out of hernecklace and 
„ car-rings which ſhe ſold and re- placed 
& them with falle ſtones, and this ſhe did 
& {o often, chat from having a very valu- 
able ſet of jewels, ſhe reduced them al- 
& moſt to be of little or no value, though 
& they appeared with equal luſtre at 
„ candle-light ; but it was found out in 
„the following manner. Her huſband 
& having lolt a conſiderable ſum of money 
at the gaming table, deſired his wife to 
let him have her jewels only for a few 
& days, as he wanted to borrow a ſum of 
& money upon them, and promiſed ſhe 
„ ſhould have them again in a ſhort time. 
« His wife immediately brought them to 

„ him, 


G4 
* him, being under no apprehenſion of 
&© the trick ſhe had played him being dil- 
covered, as ſhe imagined they were 
only to be given in pawn till her huſ— 
band had moncy to redecm them, and 
„that they would not undergo a ſtrict 
© examination; but in this ſhe was greatly 
* miſtaken, and the b:ter was bit ! for her 
„ huſband who intended to return them 
to his wife as ſoon as he had fold the 
& beſt brilliants, and re-placed them with 
& falſe ones, ordered the jeweller to be as 
quick as pollible, who told him that he 
could put in ſuch fine compoſition as 
* would deceive the niceſt eye, and pro- 
* cceded to take out the largeſt brilliant 
e frſt, which, upon examination, he found 
56 to be paſte.” ——+ What,” ſays the aſto- 
* niſhed and diſappointed huſband, paſte ? 
* why, I gave ſo much for them, (nam- 
ing the price) I will immediately go to 
the man of whom I bought them, and 
** who muſt be an infamous rogue; ſurely 
there arc no more falle ſtones; examinc 
„well, I pray you. Upon which the 

P 2 „ jewcller 
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* jcveller began to unſet the greater part 
&« f them, when he found that all but the 
very ſmall ones were compoſtizon Away 
„vent the huſband in the moſt violent 
fury, with a full determination of bring- 
e ing the r ly jewciler to anſwer for 
„ his roguery before a court of juſtice; 
& and the moment he arrived at his houſe, 
& he beſet him with the moſt opprobrious 
terms, threatening to expoſe him pub-— 
„ licly for ſo impudent a fraud! In 
& what, Sir, ſays the jeweller ?—In what, 
& Sir! ſays the enraged huſband, why I 
„ ſay, in being guilty of ſo infamous a 
fraud, as to ſell me a pack of falſe ſtones 
« initead of diamonds, throwing them all 
upon the counter before him. Do not 
put yourſelf, Sir, into ſuch a paſhon, 
„ ſaid the jeweller, but be a little calm, 
„and 1 will explain that matter to you 
& preſently. Your Lady, Sir, ordered 
& me to pick out all the beſt brilliants, for 
„ which I paid her the following ſum, 
„ which you may ſee in my books; and I 
put in according to her defire ſuch fine 
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+ compoſition that no one could diſcover 
& jt till they were taken out: therefore, 
Sir, if your anger falls upon any one, 
it muſt be on your own Lady, and not 
on me!“ 

This is what may be truly called Dia 
mond cut Diamond. 

Eutcrpe then reurcd to her own cham- 
ber, where, young as ſhe was, ſhe ſpent 
ſome hours in Cecp reflection; contem- 
plating the wretched condutt of ſuch kind 
of women, at which ſhe felt ſo much 
ſhocked and aſtomiſhed, as almoſt to give 
her a diſguſt towards her own ſex. 
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CRAF, XV. 


THOUGHTS ON THE FOREGOING CHA7T-. 


TER; THE DEZRAVITY WHICH sus 
TO HAVE TAKEN SUCH DEFP ROOT IN 
{HF HUMAN MIND IS INDISPUTABLY 
VU ING TO THE NEGLECT OT RELIGI- 
ON, WHICH 15 THE SOLID BASIS Ol 


LYERY- VIRTUE. 


HE recital of the above mentioned 
FACTS, evinces a moſt unnatural dc- 
pravity ; but, that ſuch a depravity ſhould 
polleſs che hcart of any wou Ax, is indeed 
a moſt mclancholy refletiion! Heaven 
forbid that there ſhould be many of this 
deſcription! That the generality of young 
women of the preſent age are highly ccn- 
{urablc, is very true; for that indiſcrcet 
lovity of conduct, both in dreſs and man- 
ners, which has more the appcarance of 
iemaics of a certain deſcription than that 
amiable charadter, the only one they ought 


fc; 
og 


E 


io aſſume, of modeſt, reſerved, and inno- 
cent virgins. Yet, with all that folly, the 
heart may ſtill be quite pure and uncorrupt; 
this we will allow; yct, {mall as thofe in- 
diſcretions may be without the leaſt pro— 
penſity to any vice, ſtill they ought to be 
gently checked by a watchful friend in 
time, before the young mind becomes 
cmboldened through cuſtom, and hardens 
into vice! For it is not to be ſuppoſed 
that any perſon becomes vicious at once. 
no, it imperceptibly grows upon them, as 
with dram drinkers, who firſt begin with 
a very {mall quantity, and, by daily ::- 
creaſing it, become at laſt downright 
drunkards! 

A feeling mind cannot but be greatly 
ſhocked to obſerve how much the Engliſh 
ladies, (once ſo renowned for prudence, 
modeſty, and virtue, that they were even 
the admiration of every ſorcigner) arc 
altered within theſe late ycars, both as to 
their diſpoſitions and manners. In ſup- 
port of this opinion, we will quote a few 
ſtanzas compoſed by a late learned divine, 
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a few vcars ago, on his return {rom the 
continent. 
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« When once more Dover, I ſhould touch thy ſtrand 
« A three year's ſtranger to my native land ! 

For, ah, three years have ſo deform'd its face, 
Its much lov'd ſcatures I can ſcarcely trace 

Een the ſoſt fexs' pudency, our boaſt, 

„ Szems wien each other charm to flee the coaſt. 

« Where are the Bridſhi Fair I left behind, 

« Covelt and lovelieſt of the female kind, 

& As chaſte and modeſt as the unſunn'd ſnow, 

To angels neareſt in this world below ' 

* But now, Ch horror, as in Brothels bred, 

To the nice feelings of their honour dead, 

In her xo wist, each bold nymph ſeem: to tell yu, 
„With more than ſt un: pet braſs, EHOT DU“ ##**+!) 


Such were the ſcntiments, though pocti— 
cally cxpreſicd, of that late worthy and 
moſt reſpettable character Dr, W. We. 
caunvt therefore account tor fo ſtrange a 
change in the female ſyltem, but from 
the reaſons we have already given, and 
n erroncous mode of education in which 
ane Pains are taken with their external 

appearance 


1 


appearance, and frivolous occupations, 
chan with their morals or the improve— 
ment of their minds. Firſt impreſſions are 


indubitably the ſtrongeſt, and are {cldom 


or ever to be thoroughly eradicated whe- 
ther they be good or bad. Infancy may 
be compared to a plant which, while it 1s 
young and tender, may be bent into any 
ſhape or form, but if neglected, will run 
wild and become too ſtubborn to yield 
to any guidance; it is therefore of in- 
finite conſequence that the young and yet 
unformed mind ſhould be very early taught 
to diſtinguiſh in what true virtue and ho- 
nour conſiſts; and, above all things, to 
entertain a right notion of RELIGION, 
which is ſimply this:—to ADORE GOD, 
and to ſtrily adhere to the divine pre- 
cepts of IESUS CHRIST, IN DOING UNTO 
OTHERS AS WE WOULD BE DONE UNTO! 
When once the heart is open to receive 
thoſe impreſſions, and that they have taken 
deep root, it will not be in the power of 
even bad examples wholly to exterminate 
chem. It is not to be doubted but that 
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one cauſe of that depravity among our 
ſemales is owing to thoſe ſeminaries called 
Boarding-{chools! we may venture to 
pronounce them to be, in general, highly 
improper for girls above the age of ten 
or eleven; it is morally impoſſible where 
there are a great number of girls but 
there may be ſome few among them, who 
arc diſpoſed to be vicious, and if there be 
but one in an whole ſchool, that one is ſul. 
ficient to corrupt all the reſt! Lay but 
one rotten apple among an hundred that 
are ſound, and it ſhall contaminate them 
ALL! But the men themſelves, who are 
perpetually finding fault with the levity 
of the young women, are chielly the cauſe 
of their own unhappinels with reſpect to 
the married ſtate. They in general con- 
ſider women but in one point of view, in 
which Ass oN not REASON guides them; 
they are captivated with their external 
charms, which ſoon pall on poſleſlion ; 
therefore if a young woman has no othe! 
attractions or merit but what depen: 
upon her perſonal beauty, diſguit ſuc. 

coeds: 
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.ccdsimn the place of friend ſhip and eſicem! 
Another cauſe of female error ariſes in 
conſequence of the ſtrange and unac- 
countable depravity of tome men! for we 
really belicve, many a wcll diſpoſed and 
amiable young woman has been led to be 
guilty of extreme levity and an indeco- 
rous kind of behaviour, from falſcly ima- 
gining that by this kind of coquetry ſhe 
ſhould attract attention and appear more 
agrecable and captivating in the eyes of the 
men! We do not much wonder, indeed, 
chat very young ſimple girls are miſtak- 
ingly led into this crror, when they find 
that ſo many men of rank and underſtand- 
ing, and who know the world, ſhould be 
fo depraved in mind, and poſſeſs ſo little 
delicacy of ſentiment, as to preſer women 
of the molt abandoned characters and 
looſe morals as companions for life! and 
* hat is ſtill more ſtrange, to confer upon 
them the ſacred and honourable title of 
wire !! Is not this a kind of diſcourage- 
ment to female virtue? If men were only 
10 lead to the altar, women of {tri virtue 
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and modeſty, inſtead of caſt off courtezans, 
otiitudinarians, and ſuch kind of females, 
which are a diſgrace to their ſex, there is 
no doubt but it would have the deſired 
effect, as it would be the infallible means 
of inculcating the love of virtue in the 
female breaſt, and of their recovering that 
general character for which they were 
ſormerly ſo renowned ! But if the moral, 


of young women were ſtrictly attended to 


in their infancy, would chere be fo many 
unhappy and abandoned females (loſt to 
every ſenſe of ſhame) exiſting as there 
are, to a moſt alarming number, at this 
preſent time? Surely not; the whote 
blame, however, is not to be laid to the 
charge of female ſeminarics, though we 
ſhall take occaſion hereafter to exple:n 
why much miſchief is derived from a great 


number of girls aſſociating with each 


other, unleſs they are under ſuch reſtric. 
tions as are abſolutely neceſſary to pre— 
vent their falling into habits ſo common 
at ſchools. But without ſoftening our 
former opinion, with reſpett to hoarding- 

ſchools, 


- 
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ichools, candour forces us to confels, that 
all the miſchief docs not lic there! it often 
ariſes from an improper treatment, and ill 
conduct, in the parents themſelves, parti- 
cularly mothers, if they be unfortunately 
of a diſſipated turn, which muſt prove the 
cauſe of much unhappineſs, and ſometimes 
the total ruin of their daughters, a wrong 
indulgence in permitting them without 
controul to chooſe improper books, or 
companions; ſometimes treatinz them 
with too much ſeverity, and oftentimes 
total negledt; in either caſe, the effects 
frequently prove fatal! Severity added to 
neglett, and the want of that maternal care 
which a tender mother would neturally 
take who is anxious for her daughter's 
ſpiritual as well as temporal happinels, 
was the real cauſe of poor Zcl:nda's fall! 
—a fatal fall indeed [- fuch as muſt 
awaken the feelings of every heart, ad 
ſhock humanity to hcar, nor can we rec:ts 
the ſad tale, without dropping a tcar to 
highly injured innocence!!! It is very 


true that it ſometimes happens in {rite of 
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all a parent's care, ſome unlucky c ircum- 
ſtance will ariſe unforeſcen, that may blaſt 
the hopes and deſtroy the happineſs and 
comſort of a whole family! In that caſe 
the parent receives ſome conſolation in the 
reſlettion that ſhe has done her duty, and 
has nothing to reproach herſelf with; but 
in the caſe of the lovely innocent and un- 
fortunate gi;l, whoſe {tory we are going to 
relate, the blame ſcems to lay at the mo- 
ther's door! and thoſe who knew her La- 
dy ſhip's temper and diſpoſition will eaſily 
ſuppoſe that this is not merch a ſurmiſe; 
although arrived at the advanced age of 
ſixty and upwards, her Ladyſhip had not 
loſt her taſte for worldly pleaſures; an 
immoderate love for which, had led her 
into ſuch expences that fhe found it ne- 
ceſſary for her and her amiable family 
to retire to a lonely old faſhioned manſion 
lituated in an obſcure village, in order 
to retrieve the reduced ſtate of their 
finances! Her elder daughters being ab- 
ſent on a viſit to ſome of their friends, 
Belinda was the only ene who was left as 

home 
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home with her parents at DULL CASTLE, 
Belinda loved reading, but as it is na- 
tural for moſt young pcople to prefer 
books that amuſe inſtead of ſuch as in/tri:f, 
(for the one, generally favours the paſſions, 
whilſt the latter atts as a fafeguuw d to pre- 
vent the indulging of them) ſhe read only 
novels and romances, the generality of 
which (particularly novels, for there is 
ſome difference betwixt the two compo- 
ſitions) oftener tend to corrupt, than m- 
prove the mind; nor have we che leaft 
doubt, from what we have been informed 
by one who lived in the family at the 
time, that her reading of love tales, added 
to her own unhappinels, on account of 
the melancholy liſe the led, was the fatal 
cauſe of her dzath ! Tae romantic idea 
of a garden ſcene in a moon light night ſo 
poſſeſled the mind of that unfortunzte 
girl, that ſhe was eaſily prevailed upon to 
liſten to the artthce of a deſigning knave, 
ana the wicked advice of a corrunt ſcmale 
ſervant. The dreadful conſequences 
which followed, ougit to be a warning to 
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other young women, who are tempted to 
realize the ſituation of an highly finiſhed 
heromne, created by the fertile and luxurious 
imagination of a laſcivious novel writer. A 
novel which ſets vice in an amiable light, 
like the charattcr of Macheath in the 
Beggar's Opera, or ſtrains even virtue be- 
youd the power of human nature to imi- 
tate, is equally dangerous to a young and 
ſuſceptible mind, and the former but too 
often exhibits a plcaſing picture which 
cannot fail of being deſtructive to the 
morals: it is hike adminiſtering a deadly 
poiſon concealed in a delicious ſweet— 
meat. That there arc many exceptions, 
is not to be diſputed, we are not to rank 
the elegant novels of a Richardſon, a Field- 
ing, a Burney, &c. it is true, in the 
above mentioned claſs, but what are theſe 
few exceptions to the bulk of traſh with 
which every circulating library abounds, 
to the diſgrace and ſcandal of literature, 
as well as the banc and deſtruction of every 
young female, who are permitted to pe- 
rule thoſe IActitious tales of love, which 
are 


(n 


are as pernicious to innocence and virtue, 
as they are void of truth and probability! 
however, the dangerous conſequence of 
permitting the lovely Belinda to peruſe 
theſe ſentimental tales, will appear as fol- 
lows.—When all the family were retired 
© reſt, ſhe went into the garden to meet 
her lover, who was not only a married man, 
but that fort of man, which one would 
have thought ſcarce poſſible to have 
caught the heart of a girl, who had, all 
her life, been accuſtomed to converſe 
with people of high rank and education; 
for he had neither breeding, figure, or in- 
deed any requiſite to recommend him to 
any thing higher than a Welch farmer's 
daughter : nay, we are periuaded, if it 
had been any where elſe than in a melan- 
choly, remote, old faſhioned houſe, fitu- 
ated among the black mountains in Wales, 
ſhe would not have honoured him with 
the leaſt notice! A very celebrated 
French writer has given it as her opinion, 
that nothing can be more dangerous for a 
voung woman than ſolitude : it certainly 
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is ſo; unleſs ſhe has free acceſs to a well 
choſen library, and ſome other rationa! 
amuſcments, to employ her thoughts and 
time ; but in the caſe of poor Belinda, it 
was far otherwiſe ; e had none of theſe 
reſources, for though a girl of faſhion, ſhe 
had been ſo ill educated, that ſhe was not 
miſtreſs of any one accompliſhment ; ſhe 
heard no muſic but the notes of the doleful 
cuckoo; read no books but novels and 
romances; very ſeldom ſaw any company 
but the old Welch parſon who came to 
play at backgammon with her father, or 
picquet with her mother ; ſhe converſed 
chicfly with her own maid, who became 
her confident, and was at the bottom of a 
{atal intrigue, which was diſcovered in the 
following manner-—Her father, Sir Wil- 
liam Worthy, being rather indiſpoſed 
after ſupper, ordered the houſekeeper to 
bring him ſome water gruel after he was 
in bed. Belinda, who had retired carher 
than uſual to her own apartment, was ig- 
norant-of this circumſtance, and imagined 
that the houſckeeper was gone to reſt, 


FE | when 
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hen ſhe was attending upon Sir William, 
but the latter, on quitting her maſter's 
room, happened to pals by that of her 
young lady, and obſerving her candle was 
not put out, ſhe went in ; when, to her aſto- 
niſhment, ſhe found that Belinda had left 
the room: after ſtaying ſome time in ex- 
pectation of her return, her patience was 
exhauited, and ſhe went down ſtairs, when 


ſhe perceived that the garden door was 


unchained : ſhe then went out to call her, 
but receiving no anſwer, ſhe immediately 
went up to her maſter, and informed him 
that his daughter was miſſing! The whole 
houſe was preſently in the utmoſt conſu- 
lion and conſternation! Sir William 
(who doted upon his daughter) kept cry- 
ing out, Belinda is gone off, Belinda is 
gone off! Saddle the horſes, take dif- 
ferent roads! In ſhort, poor Sir William 
was frantic with deſpair! Mr. T , 
who happened to be there on a viſit with 
his ſon (the preſent Lord A—y) and from 
whom we heard this melancholy ſtory, ad- 
viſed the family firſt to examine every 
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corner of the garden, before the ſervant: 
were ſent in purſuit of the young lady; 
his advice being taken, they perceived 
cloſe to the fiſh-pond, the impreſſion of 
her feet, and likewiſe a ſtring hanging 
upon a buſh near the water, which, on 
examination, appeared to be her apron 
ſtring! This gave Mr. T. a ſuſpicion that 
ſhe had drowned herſelf, or had been 
thrown in, and the latter has ſince been 
the prevailing opinion. He therefore re- 
queſted of Sir William to give immediate 
orders for having the pond dragged ! but 
it was over-ruled by her Ladyſhip, who 
ſaid, ſhe did not at all doubt but ſhe was 
cone off with ſome fellow! Such ſort of 
vulgariſms were very apt to eſcape her 
Lady ſhip, eſpecially when ſhe was at any 


time provoked. —A gain, the ſervants were 


ordered to ſaddle the horſes, and take dif- 
ferent roads in purſuit of her. Mr. T. 
then aſked Sir William whether any of 
the neighbouring gentlemen came often 
to his houſe, and if he had perceived his 
daughter's partiality to any one in particu- 

lar ? 
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lar ?—He replied that there was but one, 
beſides the old Rector, vho came very often, 
but that he was rather a mean kind of man; 
and, beſides he was married; then, ſaid 
Mr. T. on hearing who it was, I am deter- 
mined to go immediately to his houſe, 
and I ſhall ſoon perceive if he be a party 
concerned in her flight; indeed, from the 
little I have ſeen of him, I think he ap- 
pears a very artful man, and 1 recolleR, 
when he was walking the other evening 
with Miſs Belinda, he ſeemcd to pay her 
more attention than is uſual for a man to 
do, unleſs he has ſome deſign in making 
himſelf particularly agreeable to the Lady 
to whom he pays ſo much aſſiduity. It 
was between two and three in the morn- 
ing, when Mr. T. arrived at the houſe of 
Mr. D. who was ſuſpected to be the lover 
of Belinda—he knocked loudly at the 
door, upon which D. opened the window 
completely dreſſed except his coat; that 
circumſtance alone, was quite ſufficient 
to convince Mr. T. that he had not been 
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in bed ;—when he came down, Mr. T. 
aſked him, where was Miſs Belinda ?—D. 
turned pale, looked confuſed, pauſed for 
a moment, then with a tremulous accent, 
replied, how ſhould he know ? Mr.T. then 
took him by the collar, ſaying, it he did 
not immediately produce her, or ſay where 
ſhe was concealed, he ſhould forthwith 
be examined beforc a magiſtrate to an- 
{wer upon oath, the queſtions which would 
be put to him! Nevertheleſs, continued 
Mr. T. if you will confide in me, and tell 
me where ſhe is, I will not only endea- 
vour to reſtore peace to an afflicted fa- 
mily, but obtain pardon ſor you; for 1 
know full well, how to make allowances 
for thoſe who love; to which D. very 
rudely replied, that he knew nothing about 
her, and he did not think her a. Beauty 
worth taking ſuch pains for! Mr. T. not 
knowing very well what to think, when 
he found D. ſo boldly perſiſting in his 
innocence, took his leave, but not with- 
out having a ſtrong ſuſp:c:on of his guilt, 

and 


( 127 ) 

and haſtencd back to Dur CasTtLr, 
where he arrived juſt as they had dragged 
the pond and found, to late, the body of 
the unfortunate Belinda!!! Her fatacr, 
poor old man, died ſoon after, of a broken 
heart; and the antiquated dame her mo— 
ther, to diſſipate her £xcts:1vs grief, 
Wheat ?——Why, at her houſe in 
town, a few months after, Mr. T. found 
her Ladyſhip engaged with a very large 
card party! But this is high life, and 
THE SPIRIT OF FASHION ! 
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CHAP. XVI. 


FURTHER REFLECTIONS ON THE FORE- 
GOING CHAPTER, THE IMPROPRIETY 
OF EMPLOYING MEN UPON EVERY OCs 
CASION INSTEAD OF WOMEN, IS POINT- 
ED OUT, 


* E ſtory of the unfortunate Belinda 
affords freſh occaſion for deep con- 
templation, and leads to a repetition of our 
former obſervations, with reſpett to the in- 
creaſing profligacy of the age! The little 
regard that is paid to the rIRSH and moſt 
important object, LIGION, the reading 
of inflammatory novels, and the copying the 
di ſſipated manners of the foreign women, 
&c. all tend to corrupt the heart, and 
if once the heart be corrupted, the ſtep is 
but a very ſhort one, to the full indul- 
gence of the paſſions. The indelicate 
cuſtom allo of employing men, where thefe 
| would 


69 

would bc much more propricty in employ- 
ing their own ſex is another cauſe why young 
women at a very early period of life, begin 
to loſe their natural diffidence, modelty, 
and baſhfulneſs; and conſequcutly from 
being accuſtomed to have their perſons {a 
miliarly handled by the men whom they em- 
ploy as ſtaymakers, hair-drefſers, &c. they 
at length become ſo cmboldened, that they 
ſubmit to the molt indecorous freedoms 
from others, without a bluſh! Thus they 
eaſily become a prey to deſigning men, 
before they have the leaſt idea of the dan- 
ger they are in, and the ſnares thet arc 
laid for them! Woe do not mcan to inſi— 
nuate that men profeſſors are always pre- 
ferred from any vicious propenlities in 
the women, but merely becauſe it is more 
FASHIONABLE! Hence it is, that men mid- 
wives are employed! Thoſe who are led 
into this prepoſterous cuſtom becauſe it 15 
faſhionable, and thought more gentee! for 
the dottor's chariot to appear at the door, 
rather than an old woman trudging in, on 
foot, att perhaps more innocently than 

Vor. I. 8 ſome 


800 


ſome other women, who under the cloak 


of it being ne, / io confult a , in. 
dulge (without any appœarauce of atling 
with the Jealt indecorum) ther oon wan— 
ton propeniitics ! ar (lle, Why permit 2 
man to attend them before the time of 
their Jabour is expecicd to come on! and 
cven then, there is no ral OCCalton, nine 
ty-114C tines in an hundrcd, for then 
being called in at all; as & ATUn in that 
alc, if ſhe be left to herſelf, will perform 
her office with more ſalety to the mother 
and child, than when they run the r:igue 
ol being injurcd by the uit of ruανννν K,, 
which hut too frequently happens! We do 
oi however mean to deny, that men may 
be allowed with propricty in eff! labour, 
in a caſe which it is fappoſed regtiires 
the if a gn; this is certainly rea- 
{nul if the mind of the patient Be i. 
preliod wich the ſmalleſt idca of danger, 
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2 on] ſometimes without bein 
certain they ere "regnant at all!! In ih 


> ve 


name of decency and common ſenſe what 


realon can there be ajledged for fuch an 


inclelicate proteeding? That it is done is 


a 1 „ 114 O16 inſtance we will recite 
K Hlen hapbened but a izort time ſince in 


me nei bout god of Red Lion-ſquare. 
A bcautifal;oung married lady as ſhe was 
going with a party of her friends io an 
F.Xhihition at Somerſet Houſe, was juſt 
entering into her own carriage, when [ne 
perceived her man-midwife appear at her 
door in his; he immediately made an 


apology for returning again in doors, when 


{ice was followed by her doctor, who 
layed with her about a quarter of an 
hour, whillt her huſband and friends were 
waiting for her in the carriage! She at 
length returned, rather fluſtered and con- 
\nfed, made a thouland awkward excuſes, 
tor letting them wait fo long, when her 
buſband, with a fallen countenance, de- 
manded of her what could have detained 
her fo long, what could ſhe have got to 
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lay, as ſhe was in perſect health and arled 
nothing? She rephed with great ſimpli— 
city, that ſhe wanted to be informed whe- 
ther or no ſhe was with child? One of the 
party who related to us this curious anec- 
dota, was a dignified clergyman; and s 
remark upon ſo indecent a conduct was as 
ſcvere as we ſear was juſtiy merited ! 
"There is no one can hold the faculty in 
higher eſtimation than we do, particularly 
the ſurgeons, as a moſt uſeſul ſet of men 
to the community at large; it is not, there. 
fore, againſt that reſpectable body of men 
that we ſpcak, but againſt the abſurd and 
immodecſt cuſtom of women employing 
them, when there is no real occaſion for it | 
If we were to mention the infinite num- 
ber of women who have bcen injured 
from the uſe of inſtruments by which their 
perſons have been rendered obnoxtous to 
their huſhands, as well as the number ot 
children who have bcen ſacrificed in the 
birth (a crucl inſtance of which we know 
io be a ſatt, but cannot with decency re- 
peat) owing to the ufe of inſtruments, it 


would 


1 
would fill a volume, and appal the minds 
of every female, who might read it, with 
horror and eftorithinent! This is a truth 
that cannot be contradicted, while ſuch a 
book as Dr. Smellie's Ledlures to his Pupils 
exiſts! The late learned Dr. N. wrote a 
treatiſe on the abominable cuſtom of em- 
ploying men midwives, except in very ex- 
traordinary caſes and unnatural birihs ; 
it is intituled the PETITION OF THE u- 
BORN BABES,—Mrs. Kennon, midwiſe to 
the late Princeſs of Walcs, was lo plcaied 
with it, that when ſhe was upon her death 
bed, ſhe ſqueezed a five hundred pound 
bank note into the Dotlor's hand. Itis 
conſtantly alledged, among ladies, by way 
of an apology for preferring the men, that 
the women midwives are ignorant and no: 
poſſeſſed of ſufficient anatomical know 
ledge! Then let it be aſked, who brought 
our moſt Gracious Sovereign into the 
world? — a woman; — (Mrs. Kennon.) 
Who brought the pre{ent Heir Apparent 
and all the reſt of her Majeſty's lovely pro- 
geny into the worid (except one) a woman / 


Mrs. 
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(Mrs. Draper.) One would have thought 
the virtuous and modeſt examples of theſe 
noble perſonages would have been fol- 
lowed by every female of ſenſe and de- 
licacy in the kingdom! but enough has 
been ſaid to prove the danger and the in- 
delicacy of employing men, except in cales 
wherc it may be abſolutely neccellary ! 


CHAP. XV11. 


MRS. STATELY AND EUTERPE ARRIVI. 
IN TOWN. LADY ELIZABETH TUDOR 
GIVES A GRAND ROUT, TO WHEICH EU- 


TERPE IS INVITED. 
* Stately and Euterpe having 
1 left Bon Ton Hall, they ſpent 
a few days at Belle-vie before they re— 
turned to the metropolis. Mrs. Stately, 
being informed that there was to be a 
grand maſquerade at the Opera Houſe, 
obligingly 


ohligingly offered a ticket to Euterpe, re- 
queſting the favour of her to be of the 
party. Tas olfer Euterpe politely de— 


[HY 
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but becaui. her mother had pointed out 


that kind of public amulcmem as the moſt 


dangerous to ſemale viziue; ſuch was Eu 


+4 


terpe's relpect for the advice of a patent, 
though dead, to whom ſhe owed every 
aflions through life, Tins felf dent in To 
young a gil, whoſe natural curioliiy 
would have been greatly gratified in be- 
holding one of the moſt Ipendid ex 11h. 
tions that poſhbly can be imagined, nav 
be ranked among fome oi thole prudent 
reſolutions, which more than once ſaver 
her ſrom falling into thoſe ſnares, which 
but too often prove fatal to youth and 
innocence. Having received an invita- 
tion from Lady Elizabeth Tudor to her 
rout ncar Cavendiſi-iquare, Euterpe went 
there in company with the Earl and Coun- 
teſs of Gucernicy, wich whom ſhe had 


lentiment ol Lonmir which has guided her 


dined. Among the vilitors were the 


Dutchefles 


( 136 ) 
Dutcheſſes of P. and Br; the D, Lady 
1 —n, her ſon, the Viſcount, the Duke of 
M. the two ladies H—y, and may others 
whom we do not now recollect. A circum- 
ſtance happened that evening which gave 
Lord G. great hopes that he ſhould be the 
means of breaking off the connection be- 
tween Lady Elizabeth T. and Euterpe, 
which, he thought, prevented his deſigns 
from ſucceeding upon that young girl; 
who, having ſung ſome duets with Lord D. 
her Grace of P. ſignihed her with to Mr. 
Tudor of hearing Euicrpe play on the viol. 
as ſhe was univerlaily allowed to excel! 
upon that inſtrument. Mr. Tudor accord 
ingly entreated the ijavour of Euterpe to 
{end for her viol, which was, at that very 
time, at Lord Guernlcy's houſe ; to this pro- 
poſition ſhe readily atiented ; but the Ear! 
whiſpering his Lady, ihe called Euterpe to 
her by her huſband's order, and deſired her 
to reſuſe ſending ſor it, under a pretence 
that ſome accident might happen to It 
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from the care of the ſervants. This 


fooliſh exculc not only gicatly oftended 
the 


„ 


the Dutcheſs, but was the cauſe of very 
high words between Mr. T. and the Earl. 
Lord B. who loved fun, highly enjoyed 
this ſquabble, took the part of r. T. 
againſt the Peer, and ſtrongly ſolicited 
Euterpe to ſend for the inſtrument. It i; 
caly to conceive her embarraſſ:inent; 2 
the was much hurt to perccive that her 
refuſal had oitcnded a friend whom ſhe 
honoured and eſteemed; and, on the ocher 


hand, ſhe dared not refuſe the berd in- 


junctions laid upon her by thoſe who it 
was her intereſt to oblige, or rather to 
obey. Aſter the company were deperted 
ſhe, for ſome time, wept bitterly white the 
was obliged to hear the keen and jult re— 
proaches of her offended friends. hom 
ſhe endeavoured to appeaſe by every per— 
ſuaſive argument in her power! Every 
one who was preſent muſt have perceived 
the drift of the ſubtle courtier; who, 
finding his {ſcheme had nut ſuccceded, lent 
a few weeks after, an invitation to Mr. 
Tudor and Lady Elizabeth, to mcet E: 


Eu: 
terpe at dinner in Grofvenvr-iguare. He 
VOI. I. T nor, 
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(1438 
now began to ſhew Mr. T. and his Lad; 
uncommon attention, and took infinite 
pains to gain their favour; he lamented 
that a man of Mr. Tudor's abilities had 
not highcr rank in the army, and told 
him, he had been juſt informed that the 
Governor of was dcad, that the ap- 
pointment was worth at leaſt a thouſand 
pounds a ycar, and, if it would be agrec- 
able to him to accept of it, he was very 
ſure he had intereſt to procure it for him. 
Upon which Mr. T. returned his Lordſhip 
many thanks for his ob{zging offer of fend- 
ing {um out of the kingdom, and intcreſting 
himſ{cli io much in his favour, but that he 
was very well contented with his prejent 
appointment, though it was not half o 
tucrative; where (to make uſe of Nr. Tu- 
Gors own words) he was oy up to the 
chin in hot water, but he knew, he ſaid. 
enough of the other garriſon, to be very 
{en101c that he ſhould be there, foon over 
Mal and ears; beides, Continued Mir. T. t 
15222 a part Of the world, that, of all others, 
ue dteteſted. and world not change that 
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ich he had for the other, though oi ten 
tines its value. That ſcheme failing 
Itkewiſe, the infinuating Earl turned the 
converlation on the ſubject of Euterpe. 
Lis words were fo pointed and fo remark- 
able, that we will give them verbatim ;— 
„think, Mr. T. you admire Euterpe ?” 
— Yes, my Lord,” replied Mr. T.“ I 
5 do, and you taught me, by pointing out 
% to me her good qualities.”—* Then,“ 
replied the Earl, “let me wnteach vou.“ 
& That, my Lord, is not ſo eaſily done, I pro- 
& {els myſelſ to be her ſtedfaſt friend, and 
& nothing can ever alter my ſentiments.“ 
This converlation ended, his Lordſhip 
preſented Euterpe to the Duke of D-——, 
in whoſe power it was to diſpoſe of the 
place of maids of honour; when Euterpe 
received a promiſe of being named on the 
firſt vacancy : the Earl emplatically told 
the Duke it would moſt particularly oblige 


kim if his Grace would confer upon Eu- 


terpe that honour, as both he and the 
Counteſs had a very great regard for her; 
and continued ſpeaking of her to his 

1 Grace 


( 140 } 


Ciacc in the higheſt terms. The Cone 
eſe coming up to the Nuke, Lutcrpe told 
her Ladyinip how kind the Earl had been 
in {peaking to the Dube, who had graci— 
ouily given his promiſe to get her named 
on the Crit vacancy as maid of honour, 
when her Ladyſhip was plcaſed to ſpeak 
hericlf to his Grace upon the lubjct in 
ine preſence of Enterpe, who was not a 
little clated at ſo much pains being taken 
to icrve her in a matter the had ſo much 
at heart. Mr. Tudor, a icw days after, 
paid a viſit to the Wiſcounteſs D. B. when 
ſhe informed him of the converſation 
which had paſſcd between her Ladyſhip 
and the Counteſs of G. which is as fol- 
& Every body,” ſays Lady B.“ is 
„ ſurpriſcd that your Ladyſhip counte- 
* nances Euterpe.”— * Why,” ſays the 
Counteſs, “ thought ſhe was a grcat fa- 
& vorice of yours?“ —*© It is very true,“ 
replicd the Dowager, “I like her much, 
and think ſhe is at preſent a very good 
„girl, but that you ſhould countenance 
and appcar ſo fond of her 1s the aflo- 


C+ mn fhment 
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te niſhment of every one, it being fo well 
„ known that Lord G. is greatly attached 
* to her, and is as conſtant in his viſits to 
* her, as he is in his aſhduities to gain 
& her affetions!”—* True,” replied the 
Countels, * I am not as you or others 
imagine bl:nd to his new attachment, but 
*« what is it to me who has his heart, for 
„have loſt it long ago; and I fhould 
preſer his being attached to Euterpe, 
whoſe conduct hitherto mult ever en— 
dear her to me, as ſhe ſhews me every 
attention in her power, than to that 
woman with whom he has been ſo long 
connected, and who has treated me like 
a dog; but whom, I bcheve, he has 
totally left for Euterpe; as he has for— 
laken Rottcn-row, for the New-road, for 
ſo I have been informed by the ſer- 
vant who generally attends him in his 
morning airings. I really believe that 
% Euterpe is perfectly innocent, and ſhe 
does not ſcem to make any ule of her 
© power over my Lord, whom ſhe treats 
with equal reſerve as reſpeQ ; while my 

„ kindneſs 
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& kindneſs to her may fave her {rom rum . 
* nor will I ever alter my bchatiour to- 
„ wards her, whilſt ſhe continues to con— 
duc herſelf in thc manner ſhe has al- 
ready done.” —“ Your Lady ſhip's argu- 
& ments,” replicd Lady B. “ cannot but be 
5 approved, yct it is but a mortiſy ing liyu- 
© ation, I think, to be obligcd to be upon 
good terms with a rival.” —© J ain under 
& no obligation, moll certainly,“ iays the 
Counteſs, “ to viſit her at all, and if I were 
* to drop her acquaintance, it might be 
„ probably thc ready mcans of her liſten— 
ce ing to Lord G. if it were only perhaps 
„out of pique and reſenunent to me; it 


„ would, therefore, be but policy in me 


„to be kind to her, ſuppoſing I carcd 
about his loving her, which, to ſay the 
„truth, I do not; for if it were not her, 
„ that he had fixed his affections upon, it 
*© would moſl likely be ſome other, and as 
& long as he condutts himſelf towards me 
* with kindneſs and attention, I am very 


«© well ſatisfied; ſo it is all one to me now, 


* who has his heart; and it may be in my 


** power, 


5 


** power, by treating her with kindneſs, to 
prevent her ruin.” The above con- 
verſation was thus related to Euterpe with 
additional reproaches from Mr. Tudor, 
who told her, ſhe ought not to admit of 
the Earl's viſits any more, but ſpurn him 
from her if ſhe t any regard for her re- 
putation, which would be certainly blaſt. 
ed, if ſhe were to be fo imprudent as to 
permit him to continue his viſits. It is 
eaſier to conceive than cxpreis Juterpe's 
ſeelings, when ſhe found that her patro- 
neſs, for whom ſhe had the dighelt reſpett 
and eſtecm, was no ſtranger to the Far!“ 
attachment! She felt aſhamed at th. 
thoughts of ever appeming again before 
her, and Mr. T. allo made her believe 
that the Counteſs was compelled to counte- 
' nance her, though ſhe did not diſcover 
that to Lady B. This, Euterpe could 
{carcely bclieve was true, as her Ledy- 
ſhip's kind attention to her ſeemed to 
low naturally from the heart, and ſhe was 
unwilling to think ſhe was the cauſe of 
unhappineſs to another. A few mornings 

after, 
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after, the Countels paid Euterpe a vili, 
when ſhe was determincd to find out, il 
poſſible, whether the Counteſs' behaviour 
was natural or forced. The moment ſhe 
entered the room ſhe accoſted Euterpe 
with a look fo benign, and with ſuch ma- 
ternal tenderneſs, that Euterpe burſt into 
tears. What, my dear child, is the mat- 
ter?“ ſaid the Counteſs, © why do you 
* ſcem lo afſlicted?“ Euterpe kiſſed her 
hand, which ſhe bathed with her tears, 
but could not make any reply. The 
Counteſs then, tenderly embracing her, 
inſiſted upon her opening her heart :— 
„Tell me, I conjure you, Euterpe, what 
has happened to make you thus uneaſy ? 
& I cannot, Madam, but you over- 
„ whelm me with your kindneſs.” —&< Has 
your father been angry with you?“ — 
& No, Madam,” Has any one af- 
& fronted you?“ —— © No, Madam,” re- 


plied Eutcrpe, ſtill weeping, — © Tel! 


* me then, I intreat you, child, your dif- 
& treſs. . I cannot, Madam: at the 
{ame time taking hold of her Ladyſhip': 

| hand 
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nand to kiſs,---* Then,” ſays the Counteſs, 
% may I gueſs?” % No, Madam.” * 
— Then,” replied her Ladyſhip, “ I think 
I can, by your unwillingneſs to tell me, 
form a conjetture : it is, Eaterpe, my 
Lord G. that is the cauſe of your af- 
& {liction : tell me, am I not right?“ Eu- 
terpe {till weeping, kiſſed her Patronels's 
hand again, and remained filent !“ By 
< your ſilence, Euterpe, and not denying 
it, I have found out the cavſe, but 
do not be alarmed at my knowing it; 
only obſerve what I am going to ſay ; 
„keep yourſelf innocent, my dear child, 
above all things, and I ſhall always love 
& and eſteem you, and be your ſtedfaſt 
friend. You muſt not liſten to all that 
© men ſay; every man, both married and 
& ſingle, is perpetually endeavouring to 
© ſeduce youth and innocence ; but L 
„know you have good ſenſe, and will 


* This anſwer ſhews plainly the confuſion of Eu- 
terpe, who was ſearful that the Counteſs ſhould find 
out the real cauſe of her diſtreſſed ſtate of mind. 


Vor. I. U profit 
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& profit by my advice, which will put you 
& upon your guard. You mult laugh at 
&« all they ſay, which is the ſureſt method 
& to convince them, that they have made 
no impreſſion on your heart; for, if 


„ once a man diſcovers that he has pre- 


& poſſe ſſed a woman in his favour, he will 
& not quit her till ſhe is completely un- 
& done! Do not I charge you unſold to 
„ my Lord, who, I ſuppoſc you will ſee 
& to-day, the converſation that has paſſed 
e between us; be cheerful and gay, and 
& let Hothing that men can ſay in the leaſt 
„ affect you, particularly a married man; 
„ will repcat it again, keep yourſelf in- 
& nocent, my dear child !” The Coun- 
tels had not been long gone before the 
Earl came in; when Euterpe endeavoured 
to appcar unuſually gay, and ſmiled at 
all he faid, which condutt rather cha- 
grined his Lordſhip, as he had formed 
ſome hopes of gaining her affedtions, 
when he found he could move her heart 
to pity; but as he had no ſuſpicion of 
the converſation which had paſled be. 

tween 


647) 
tween his Cougtels and Euterpe, he began 
to think that Euterpe's unuſual indiffe— 
rence was owing to {ome advice of her 
ſriends near Cavendiſh-ſquare. He then 
repcated his offer of ſettling eight hundred 
pounds a year upon her, added to a pro- 
miſe of marriage when it ſhould be in his 
power; upon which Euterpe, who was 
determined to put in practice the advice 
ot the Counteſs, only laughed; when the 
angry Earl got up very much diſcon- 
certed, ſaying, now I plainly perceive by 
your behaviour, you either hate me, or 
clic you are influenced by ſome body to 
treat me in this manner, which is ſo un- 
natural and lo unlike your general con- 
duct. I flattered myſelf you felt ſome 
tenderneſs for me, I indulged my ſelf with 
the pleaſing hopes of one day or other 
calling you mine; but I ſee that ſome- 
body has been cndcaveuring to deftroy 
all my happineſs; for, believe me, my 
deareſt girl, all my happ:nels is centered 
in you; the Earl then took his leave, but 


meeting with Euterpe's father in the hall, 
U 2 they 


= 


” 11 


—— — 22 


— 
Fi 


- pu 
4 — — 
4 = 4 


— - 


— ct « 


4 
' * 
0 
5 


— az 


— = = — = = 
- PR p — - - 
- - — - 
— — n = A 
"7 - —— = - « © 2 « * * *% + 
N * 9 
— 7 = . ©X : = = yo—_ =_ . = 
"% D — 
* 441 — S * 245 * 5 . — 
+ — — 


* 
96 


—— 


4 


- 
= 


— —u—— * — 


- — 
+» gs Ec 


La ty Oo I. TW 


( 148 ) 
they both retired for half an hour in the 
parlour, and there held a private conver- 
ſation that produced thoſe effects, which 
will appear in the following chapter. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


F'UTERPE'S DISTRESS OF MIND IS GREAT- 
LY INCREASED AT HER FATHER'S IN- 
SISTING UPON HER BREAKING OFF 
WITH HER FRIENDS NEAR CAVENDISH- 
SQUARE, HER FATHER OUTRAGEOUS- 
LY ANGRY WITH HER FOR DISOBEYING 
HIS COMMANDS. SHE QUITS HER FA- 
THER'S HOUSE; BUT is COMPELLED TO 
RETURN TO iT, AND FINDS A NEW 
LOVER WHERE SHE LEAST EXPECTED 
ONE. 


UTERPE, being quite perſedt in the 
part of Juliet, propoſed to pay a viſit 

to Cordelia, and rehearſe, before that ini- 
mitable 


( 149 ] 
mitable actreſs, with a view of receiving 
ſome inſtructions. Having informed her 
father of her dcign, he ſeemed very much 
plealed, and aiked her where ſhe intended 
to paſs the evening if Cordelia ſhould not 
be at home? Euterpe replied, it that 
ſhould be the caſe, Sir, I intend calling 
upon Lady Elizabeth Tudor: © No,” ſays 
he, + I do not approve of your going ſo 
& often there, for I tell you plainly that 
& your viſits there, will totally marr your 
e intereſt with Lord and Lady Guernſcy, 
* who do not like that family; and why 
& ſhould you ſacrifice your fortune for 
& the ſake of either Lady Elizabeth or 
„Mr. Tudor, let them be ever ſo agreea- 
5 ble to you; is it worth while, merely 
& for paſſing away a pleaſant hour, now 
« and then, to give up the friendſhip of 
„ thoſe who can really ſerve you? Con- 
& fider your real intereſt, my dear, it is 
& your own fault if you do not obtain the 
& rank of an Engliſh pecreſs : ſome things 
% towards that atiainment muſt be ward / 
Do not be too nice; you may carry 
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& your delicacy to a greater length than 
*in worldly prudence you ought. Peo- 
plc are reipected for the figure they 
& make in life, and all che virtuc and me- 
rit you can poſſeſs, will not inſure you 
& reſpect without rank and fortune. Your 
ideas are much too romantic for one 
& who is to hve in this world: if you 
mean to be a recluſe, that's another affair, 
„ but if you propoſe to mix in ſociety 
© you mull endcavour to gain reſpect, 
& which cannot be done, I rcpcat it once 
& more, without rank and ſortunc; and I 
have given you an education which will 
& put you ona level with the firſt people: 
cc you will, therefore, be highly to blame 
& if you do not purſue the road to fortune 
„ which is beſore you: 1 is my advice, 
++ therefore, my dear, that you Crop that 
connection, however painful it may be 


io you.” Euterpe was thunder-ſtruck! 


—“ What, Sir,” ſaid the, * am I prohi- 
„ Hited then to fee ihoic friends whom 


ven youre fo highly approved of? 
& Muſt 1 give them up or po other rea- 
6 ſon 


161 
© fon but to obige the man who endca— 
© yours to ſeduce me? It is true, he ſays, 
& his intentions arc to marry me, but how 
& can any one lay if ever it will be in his 
et power? for though the Cuunicis is 
older than him, and likewiſe very in— 
& firm, ſhe may yet live longer than her 
& huſband, and en, my character is 
gone for ever!! 


5 It is not very 
* probable, my dear,“ ſaid her father, 
& that what you ſurmniſe will be the caſc; 
„ tne Countcls is not only much older. 
„ but any one may perceive, from her 
& ſtate of health, that ſhe cannot live 
* much longer; and would you loſe it c 
„chance that is offered you of being a 
% Peerels, and till then, a ſettlement of 
& eight hundred pounds a year, with the 
& place of maid of honour? and I will 
ce add to it, two hundred pounds a ycar 
„ myſelf. This, ſurely, is worth your 
& ſerious conideration!” Upon which he 
left the room, and his daughter in tears ; 
but the ſervant coming in to inſorm her 
the carriage was at the door, ſhe went 
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into her father's apartment to entreat the 
tavour of him to accompany her to Cor- 
delia; but he told her he had very par- 
ticular buline!s which prevented him, at 
the ſame time, giving her a kiſs, he bid 
her go and take her companion with her. 
Euterpe's companion having an acquain- 
tance in Piccadilly, the fat her down, and 
promiſed to call upon her in her way 
home. Being in the coach alone, ſhe had 
time to reflett on her father's conduct. 
It was the very firil time in her life ſhe 
ever thought her father, whom ſhe loved 
with unbounded affection, was cruel and 
unjuſt. Lord G. in ſpite of his age, was 
but too agrecablc to her, fo much ſo, that 
ſhe lamented he was a married man. But 
the idea of loſing her fame and charac- 
ter ſhocked her to the ſoul; and if ſhe 
did not receive his addreſſes, ſhe ſhould 
diloblige a parent, whole ſtudy it was to 
make her happy. With theſe mclancholy 
reflections and with an aching heart, ſhc 
arrived at the door of Cordelia, whom ſhe 
found at home, but engaged with a large 


party 


13 453 } 

party at cards. She then went % Caven 
diſh-ſquare, no! with an intention to lay, 
hut to pour forth her affliction in che 
volom ol iriendihip. The allon:!hmoent 
and indlignation wich which Mir. Tudor 
ond Lady Elizabeth heard ttc crucl com: 
mands of Enterpe's father, was ftrony |; 
painted in their countcaances! — Th 
exprefled their ſentiments of him with {+ 
much acrimony, and made fuch ſevere 
comments on his condutt, that ung her 
to the heart, ſhe acknowledged his error, 
but wiſhed to {ind ſome cxcuſe to este— 
nuate his fault, as he 1-ally poſſofTod many 

_ amiable qualities; for he was attuated by 
vanity alone, being dazzled with ine idea 
of her becoming a Peercls !-- She then 
took her leave, but not before Ile El 
zabeth and Mr. Tudor had 1i.ied upon 
her leaving her father's houſe, if the ac: 
ceptance of his Tordinin's provulals con— 
tinued to be carried by paternal 2ntho- 
rity ; aflurin; her, a the lame ime, that 
ther houſe was always open to receive 
and protect her. | Futerpe, after thanbing 
Vor. I. X them 


— 


0 | _ > | pl * 
- 44 ——iä— 2 3 i 


„ 1 
7 
: 
$- 
| > , 
' 8 4 
N 
Fg 
1 
of l 
F, 
c * 
» þ \ 
'F 
, 


& 


— 
- 
* 


— .. — 


= e 
— — _ 


? 


( 154 } 


them ſor this additional mark of then 
friendſhip, ſtepped into her carriage, cau- 
tioning her own ſervants not to mention 
her having been at Lady Ehzabeth's, nor 
even to let her companion know upon 
whom {the was to call in ber way back. 
But foon as ſhe arrived at her father's 
houſc, the hirit queſtion {he aſked was if he 
was at home“ Being aniwercd in the af, 
frmative, ſhe felt deeply diſtrefied at the 
thoughts of deceiving him; for v hatcycr 
errors might be laid to Euterpe's charge, 
ihe was no ways reproachablc for that of 
duplicity! On her entering the room, 
{he embraced her father, as was her uſual. 
culom, when he alked her where the had 
cen? She told him at Cordetta's.— “ and 
& no nere Cle ?” ſaid he“ No, Sir.“ ſhe 
replied. He then leit the room, but re- 
turned again in a few minutes with an el. 
ration of countenance, whici greatly 
alarmed his trembling daughiter.—“ So, 
* my dear,“ ſaid he, * you not only diſ- 
„ obcy my poſitive commands, but add 
dect to diſobedience; by G this 18 


„ the 
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the jaſt time you ſhall ever center that 
* noule !” ſeying which, he took up 
Burn's Juſtice, which he had been read- 
ing, and threw 1t with violence upon the 
fire, then ſmaſhed to pieces all the glals and 
china which lay in his way, deſtroved the 
g:ais doors of a very fine bouok-calc, and 
was ſo very cutrageons, that not only Eu- 
targe but all the ſervants were terrificd ; 
and even the footman, who had treache- 
rouily betrayed her, was very much fright- 
encu to ſec the effects of his infidelity to 
his miitreſs, after giving a promiſe to 
conceal from her father where ſhe had 
been: ner would he have done it if ava- 
rice hed not got the better of his honeſty, 
for his malter bribed him with half a gui- 
nea to tell the truth! The next morning, 


as ſoon as her father was gone out, the 


took an hackney coach and drove away 
to Lady Elizabeth Tudor's, where ſhe 
was received with every mark of affec— 
tion; ſhe had not, however, been there 
but two days, before her father came at 
twelve o'clock at night, attended by ſou. 
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F364042%s men, and canicd her off 
wr tn mph! The hir thing ſhe beheld, 
on being forced imo the chach, were two 
men with their froids Graun! She could 
only diflinguith their ſrords by the Tight 
call upon them from the flamboaux; as 
Weir laces Were corccalcd with their 
1 | then ailkted hor ſather 
Hema undder the greateſt terror of mind, 


whether he meant to murder her? No. 


Madam, ſaid one of the men, we come as 
vour protectors; and not es your mur— 
derers. As ſoon as ſhe was conducted into 
her father's houle, ſhe fainted away; on 
her recovery ſhe ſound herſelf in her fa- 
ther's arms, who was weeping over her, 
and a Mr. A—d allo in tcars.! Before 
we proceed further, it may be neceſſary 
to explain who that gentleman was ; his 
porſon was remarkably handſome, a good 
addreis, perfecily well bred, and a man of 
lotters, but what is of move importance 
with the world, he was a man of larze 


of OE — * : — * 1 , % *» £ 8 E 
[ortunc: for foine moiiths he bad been a 
* . i A „ - * 1 * 0 * * 53 

conllant vilitor at the houſe ef Eute IRC, 


16 


( 457. ) 
o hom he fhewed overy attention and 
reſpect, but never gave the moſt dillant 


hint of that partulity for her which it 


ſeemed he had long folt: but u hen he 
[ound that ſhe had quitted her father's 
houſc to avoid Lord G. his alio:i!{mcont 
was cqual to the ſecret picalure he felt in 
linding that her atections were not Cagas- 
ed. On hearing that ihe hal taken refuge 
at Lady Elizabeth Fudlor's, he went 19 


<*\ > 17 4 >: bo 40 YT 'Y "o'y 8 1 þ , 
pay her a Vifit, but Sir. Taflor iaſorm.: 


. -- 


him, that Euterpe would not fee atily 


COWmNPANAny : and 11 Was hr W 0 ud P1C- 


vaiicd upon Mr. F. to feich his daughter 
home, whom ke eccompaincd with ano- 
ther gentleman, and followed by Field. 
ing's.pcoplc, in caſc of reh{tance. In 
what manner they ſuccceded, we have 
already deſcribed. Mr. A. being 1:0; 
alone with Euterpe he, for the firſt time, 
declared, but in the moſt reſp: {ul 
terms, the impreſſion he had made on his 
heart, which, he ſaid, would long {ins 
have been communicated to her, but that 


hc thought he mou Hav 30 chan Oey 


[ucceciy:; 


= 
* 


- - 


— — — — Ak NH 4c 
d N 
P — 


= 3 


* - - 


* * 
_ 8 
— =- 
—— = 
E 2 


— — * 


412 4 — 
* 
LES 


» FRE £& | 
0 4 "ar , Rt —— © 
— l 


98 9 -- 2 : 


_ 


{ 459 ) 

1aTceccding, whilc he was addreſſed by 

the Earl of G---y ; finding, however, that 
ſhe had abſolutely refuſed to lihlen any 
longer to the Earl's propoſals, he llattered 
himſell that he ſhould be able to 1mprets 
her hcart in his ſavour, at the ſame time 
ne confeſt that it was by s advice, hc: 

father had brought her back again: Eu- 
terpe acknowledged that ſhe was truly 
ſenſible of the honour he did her, and 
that ſhe always had ſclt the molt perfect 
eſteem for him as a /, but ſhe entreat- 
ed him never to talk to her on the ſcore 
of love, for ſhe had been made ſufficiently 
wretched by liſtening fo long to a man 
whom ſhe ſhould have preferred above all 
others, if he had been ſingle. © Then,” 
lays Mr. A. © you fill love him?“ —““ No, 
Sir, I do not love him, I fear if I had, I 
© ſhould not have had the courage cr 
+ prudence to have quitted my father's 
* houſe to avoid him.“ “ Then, Ma- 
dam, your altettions arc totally diten- 
„ gaged? -“ Yes, Sir,” — Then I latter 
© myſelf, that I mov Qul be happy!“ 


* Any 


( 159 „ 
And is this, Sir,” ſaid Eutcrpe, “ th. 
** method you take to gain my allettions, 
&* by taking me with violence out of the 
* houle of my friend, who was ſeized end 
% infamoully treated by a pack of hire 
** rulhans, and, for ought I know affalhins * 
Such proceedings, as yours, Sir, would 
rather impreſs my heart with terror tha. 
„ with love.” IIc conſeſt he was driven 


to uſe that force, as he deſpaired of cver 


having an opportunity of ſpeaking to 
her, as Mr. Tudor had reſufed him not 
only admittance, but evcn to convey a 
letter to her, which he ſuppoſea ſhe never 
had ſeen, as it was returned unchened; 2 
friend, alſo, whom he had ſent was GQenied 
even ſpeaking to her! Euterpe's father 
entering the room, put an end to the con— 
verſation, when Mr. A. took his leave, or: 
being invited by Mr. F. to dine with ine 
the next Gay. 


CHAP, 


EVTERPE KEPT A CI. OS FELISONER 1% 
HER TATHER'S HOUSE. Su 1S DETER- 
MINED TO MAKE HER FSCAPE THI 
FIRST - FAVOURABLE OPPORTUNITY 
W1H1CH OFFERS ITSI EI. 


11 vas too mach indiipoled 
to make her appearance till che nex! 
evening, when ſhe found her nc lover 
anxiouſly waiting for her. tie repcated 
all that he had ſail before, and endea- 
voured to move her heart to love and 
pity. She was not blind to his periec. 
ons; for, indeed, he poſſeſſed every qua- 
lity that could render a man truly amiable. 
but ſhe could one eſteem him as a friend, 
for as a lover ſhe deteſled him. In Friend- 
ſhip we are guided by xeEaAs2x alone, but 
1.0VE is too deſpotic a damon to admit of 
any guide but its own capricc. This 


empts 


oo 


teampts us to recite Rouſſcau's ſentiments on 
he ſubject. | 

'* Ce n'eſt point par cftort qu'on aime, 

© L'amour eſt jaloux de ſes droits 

*© 1! ne depend de lui meme; 

On ne Vobtient que par ſon choix, 

Tout reconnoic ſa Joi ſupreme, — 

& Lui ſeul ne connoit point de Jois.” 


Eutcrpe was kept a cloſe priſoner fur 
near three weeks, nor was ſhe even per— 
mitted to go down ſtairs without being 
watched; while the hall-door was con- 
Rantly barricadocd : Mr. A. whoſe com- 
pany once gave her great pleaſure, now 
became hateful to her, ſhe beheld him 
only as a {py upon her actions, and her 
father was ſure he had her ſafe, while ſhe 
was guarded by a man who wantcd to 
ſecure her for himſelf. Her companion, 
however, hintcd to her that her father 
intended to ſend her with Mr. A. to ]a- 
maica, where moſt of that gentleman's 
property lay, and where her uncle was 
then the A—y G—]; not doubting but 
Mr. A. would ſo well plead his cauſe, 
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during the voyage, as to get her to con- 
ſent to their being married on their arri- 
val tierce, Futerpe was frantic with de- 
pair 01: being informed of this plot againſt 
her; Mr. F. who reaily loved his daugh- 
ter with great affection, began to be 
alarmed for her health, he therefore 
begged of her to be more cheerful, and 
promiſed to take her out with him every 
day. He accordingly took her to Grim- 
ſted's, the jeweller, where he preſented 
her with a very beautiful pair of pearl 
bracelets, with Cameo lockets,“ of #70. 
valuc, and at the ſame time ordered the 
jeweller to ſhew her a very fine ring, con- 
fiſting of a large amethyſt ſet in a double 
row of brilliants; but as much as ſhe 
loved coſtly ornaments, her honour was 
ſuperior to her vanity ; for returning her 
father her moſt grateful thanks, ſhe begged 
leave to decline the preſents! This re- 
fuſal brought tcars into her father's eyes, 
and greatiy aſtoniſhed the jeweller, who 
ſaid 


* They were purchaſed by Lady Vane a few week: 
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ſaid it was the firſt time in his life he ever 
knew a daughter refuſe a valuable preſent 
irom a father Mr. F. faw plainly by 
this refuſal, that his daughter was deter- 
mined to leave him, which. wis exactly 
the truth: it would therefore have been 
ungenerous to have taken them, when it 
was her fixed reſolution to make her 
eſcape the very firſt opportunity. Mr. F. 
then ſignified his wiſh that Euterpe would 
receive company as uſual, hoping thereby 
to divert her melancholy, and be the 
means of giving a happy turn to her mind 
which he perceived was very much agi— 
tated, Cards of invitation were accord- 
ingly ſent to all her friends as uſual, 
except Lady Elizabeth, and her ladyſhip's 
friends; many perſons of diſtinction came 
as uſual, and congratulated her on hex 
return once more to her father's, ſome of 
whom talked to her very leriouſly upon 
the ſubjeQ ; ſhe received their advice with 
humility, but nothing could alter her 
ſentiments, ſhe only watched for the fa- 
vorable moment, to put into prattice the 
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plan ſhe had laid for her ſuture mode of 
life. With this intention, ſhe invited 
ſome of her friends to dine with her the 
next day, which gave infinite pleaſure to 
her father, and to Mr. A. her new lover, who 
was alſo to be of the party.--The hall-door 
was no longer barricadoed, the ſervants 
were all occupied in making the neceſſary 
preparations for the occaſion, and as it 
was likewiſe a rainy day, all ſuſpicion 
was allcep; when, concealing her cloak 
under her gown, ſhe ventured to ſally 
forth, and ran very faſt till ſhe found the 
door of a chandler's ſhop open, in which 
| the took ſhelter, No bird that has got 
looſe from his cage, ever fluttered with 
more delight than did the now happy 
Euterpe! ſhe ordered a choir to be callcd, 
(giving the ſhopman a crown for his trou- 
ble) and inſtantly getting into it, ſhe drew 
the curtains cloſe, and bade the chairman 
carry the chair backwards as if it was 
empty, for which ſhe promiſed them half. 
a-guinea! No ſooner was ſhe arrived at 
T.ady Elizabeth Tudor's, where ſhe was 
received 
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ꝛcceived with great affection, than her 
ladyſhip took her in her own carriage to 
Kenſington, where ſhe was concealed for 
ſome time in a private lodging, under 
another name. From that place ſhe wrote 
to her father, a moſt reſpettful and af- 
ſectionate letter, in which ſhe, in the moſt 
pathetic language, painted her diſtreſs of 
mind, and lamented that ſhe was driven 
to the hard neceſſity of giving ſo much 
pain to a parent whom ſhe had ſo much 
reaſon to love with that unbounded at - 
fection, which ſhe ſhould ever feel for 
him while ſhe had life; ſhe expreſſed the 
moſt grateful acknowledgements for the 
education he had given her, which {he 
hoped would procure her the means of 
future ſupport. 

Euterpe being ſoon alter informed that 
there had appeared an advertiſement in 
the public papers, ſtating that ſhe had 
eloped a ſecond time from her father's 
houſe, ſhe was fearful it might be inter- 
preted in a manner detrimental to her 
character, ſhe therefore felt heriel{ under 
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the neceſſity of publiſhing her reaſons 
why the was induced to take that ſtep, in 
a letter to the Earl of Guernſcy.—The 
public ſeemed to interc!t themſelves more 
than is uſual in caſcs of domeſtic concern, 
for there was {old ncar five hundred pam- 
phlets in the ſpace of five or fix days.— 
Partics were ſormed to eſpouſe her cauſe, 
by ſome of the firſt nobility, whilit there 
were others who were equally inveterate 
againſt her: among the latter were all} 
thole who were the moſt diſtantly re- 
lated to the noble Earl. The amiable 
and ever to be reſpected Counteſs, and 
patroneis of Euterpe, privately expreſſed 
her approbation of Euterpe's conduct, 
for io ſhe was iniormed by the Counteſs 
of Te, who alſo with the Earl of T—e 
her huſband, openly eſpouled her cauſe, 
and received her at their houſe, in the 
moſt friendly manner. The Counteſs of 
G. not only in ſecret approved of the 
ſtep Euterpe had taken, but lamented 
that it was no longer in her power to 
ierve and protect her. This is a ſtrong 
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proof that the good old Counteſs dared 
not act in any thing contrary to her huſ- 
band's will; or 1s it to be ſuppoſed that, 
after ſhe had declared in the moſt affec- 
tionate manner, that ſhe would cver be 
the ſtedfaſt friend of Euterpe, if the kept 
herſelf innocent, the amiable Counteſs 
would have forſaken her becauſe ſhe 
quitted her father's houſe to preſerve her 
innocence! But the ſubtle pecr, whoſe 
love was now turned to hatred, endca- 
voured to poiſon the minds of many 
againſt her, by a falſe repreſentation of 
her conduct; and even ventured to throw 
out inſinuations detrimental to her ho- 
nour, as foul as they were unjuſt! The 
Earl however gained but Intle credit, 
for what he had advanced, as it is no 
uncommon thing for a d:{appornted lover 
to become a bitter enemy. —Euterpe was 
now determined to put her {cheme in 
exccution, of excriing thoſe talents for 
her advantage im public, for which ſhe 
had met with fo mach applauſe in the 
circle of her friends {vopiivate, With this 
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intention, ſhe paid a viſit to her friend 
Mrs. Stately, whom ſhe found in deep 
mourning, for the loſs of her kuthband, 
and therefore unable to ſerve her. as ſhe 
ſaw but little company. She ſ-emed, 
indecd, very much ſhocked at the idea 
of Euterpe's appearing in public! She 
ſaid every thing in her power to perſuade 
| her to make terms with ker father, and 
return to his houſe ; but finding her ar- 
guments of u avail, ſhe adviſed her to 
go to the Counteſs of — to whom ſhe 
had alrcady introduced her, who viſited, 
2s Mrs. Statcly obſerved, half the town, 
and had it greatly in her power to ſerve 
her. Euterpe then waited upon the Coun- 
teſs of — who had often expreſſed great 
admiration of Euterpe, and was received 
in the moſt polite manner by her ladyſhip, 
who introduced her to the Earl her hus- 
band, by whom ſhe was highly compli- 
mented. He was plcaſed to ſay, that 
there were but very few young women 
Who would have had the prudcnce and 
tortitude to have refifled fixck propoſals as 

Were 
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were offered her by the Earl of Guernſey ; 
and, in the moſt friendly manner, bid her 
look upon their houſe as her home.— 
Euterpe could not find words to expreſs 
the grateful feelings of her heart ! She 
then mentioned to them her intentions of 
throwing herſelf on the public for her 
ſuture ſupport. This, they totally diſap- 
proved; they would not ſo much as liſten 
to ſuch an idea, ſaying, that ſhe had no 
occaſion to do it, as they would receive 
her as if ſhe were a daughter of their own. 
Tears of gratitude was all ſhe had to 
return, for her tongue refuſed to utter 
the effuſions of her heart. The Counteſs 
perceiving Euterpe was preparing to take 
her leave, tenderly cmbraced her, and 
inſiſted upon it that ſhe ſhould ſtay to 
dinner, calling her, her ſweet girl. After 
dinner, ſhe returned to Lady Elizabeth 
Tudor's, where ſhe was then en famille, 
and repeated to them the kind and gene- 
rous offers that were made her by the Earl 
and Counteſs of —, but declared it as her 
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that manner upon any of her ſricnds. 
beſides, ſhe did not, ſhe obſerved, know 
what conſtructions might be put on her 
condutt, if ſhe did not manifeſtly make 
it appear to the world in what manner ſhe 
was ſupported! Theſe reaſons were highly 
approved by Mr. Tudor and his. lady, 
who had been the firſt to make her the 
ſame gencrous offer of their houſe and 
purſe ; but they knew her delicacy too 
well to think of endeavouring to alter her 
determination of appearing in public. 
although it gave them infinite pain. 


Ss , oy 


CHAP. XX. 


ZUTERPE HIRES THE OPERA-HOUSE fon 
THREE NIGHTS, 1S ATTENDED BY A 
MOST EXCELLENT BAND OF THE FIRST 
PERFORMERS; IS IN DANGER OF BEING 
CARRIED OFF BY FIELDING'S PEOPLE, 
AT TIE INSTIGATION OF.HER FATHER, 
WHO THINKS HIMSELF DISHONOURED 
BY HIS DAUCHTER'S PUBLIC APPEAR- 
ANCE. H. R. H. P. E. SHEWS HER A&A 
MARKED ATTENTION, 


T is in adverſity only that we can be 

aſſured whom are our real friends! and 
Euterpe had the good fortune to find that 
the motzrves which had induced her to ſue 
for public protection, had gained her an 
uncommon number. The public were 
aſtoniſhed! It was thought almoſt incre- 
dible that ſo young a girl ſhould have had 
the prudence and even fortitude to have 
withſtood ſo many temptations which had 
been preſented to her view, If cver vir- 
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tue and innocence claimed prote&ion, 
ſurely this was the time, the public thought 
ſo, and gave the moſt convincing proofs 
that they approved her conduct, by their 
readineſs to ſerve her. As ſoon as ſhe 
had fixed upon her future plan, ſhe again 
waited upon the Counteſs of —, who {til} 
continued to diſapprove of her ſcheme 
of appearing in public; but, ſaid her 
Ladyſhip, if you are really determined, 
Euterpe, I will afliſt you to the utmoſt of 
my power ; therefore tell me in what 
manner you intend to procecd ?—* My 
& plan, Madam, replied Eutcrpe, is to 
& hire the little Opera houſe for three 
6 nights only, and a band of the very 
& beſt muſicians in town, when J will per- 
© form myſelf upon four different inſtru- 
ments, and ſing ſome Engliſh and Italian 
& airs, but 1 do not intend to have any 
& vocal performer. I am adviſed to have 
© no Ticket under half-a-guinea, which 
6 will of courſe conduct thoſe who honour 
me with their preſence, to any part of 
* the houſe, as gallery and boxes will be 
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put at equal price, for which reaſon 1 
have ordered a thouſand Tickets to be 
„printed.“ — Well done, ſaid her Lady- 
& ſhip, why Euterpe, you intend then to 
& make a fortune in three nights, that is 
& {inging to ſome tunc by C—-!” Her 
Lady ſhip's coarſe wit was but ill reliſhed 
by Euterpe, yet ſhe could not but feel 
the utmoſt gratitude for the intereſt the 
took in her welfare. As foon e@s the 
Tickets were ready, the Counteis too! 
Euterpe with her to make a round of 
viſits, when ſhe introduced ker under the 
title of her little beggar; the conſequence 
was, Eutcrpe fold her tickcts well, for 
ſhe ſeldom had leſs than five guincas, and 
oſtener twenty, for a ſingle ticket! at tne 
Viſcounteſs F's. Lord Bh gave her twen- 
ty guincas for a Ticket; and Lady F. and 
her Lord, twenty more, fo that ſhe had 
forty guincas given her on a firſt morn— 
ings viſit! which made the Counteſs of — 
ſay, that Euterpe played a furc game, and 
wilhed ſhe harlelf could play Jer cards 
half ſo well; at the end of the three 
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nights performance, ſhe was a gainer of 
fifteen hundred pounds. But the firſt 
night of her appearance was the moſt 
dreadful to Euterpe ſhe had ever known); 
it ſeemed to her like going to an execu- 
tion, and ſhe was very near fainting away 
twice; and to add to her terror of mind, 
ſome one was fo imprudent as to inform 
her that Fielding's people were endeavour- 
ing to enter the houſe to put a flop, by 
her father's inteifcrence, to her perfor- 
mance. The agitation of her mind was 
ſo great, that her friends began to be ſe- 
riouſly alarmed for her. Fielding's men, 
however, were ſoon diſperſed, upon Lord 
T. who was an officer of the guards, 
threatening to ſend for a party of ſoldiers, 
if they offered to diſturb the houſe, in 
which was one of the Royal Family, and 
many perſons of che firſt rank. Prince E. 
who was fo very attcutive and polite to 
Euterpe as to be one of her auduors, 
though the K. went that night to the co- 
medy. His Royal Highnels took infinite 
pains to ſkew Euterpe he was not offended 
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at her refuſing to go to Mrs. ].'s, and after 
doing her the high honour of taking a 
cup of tea with her in the green-room, 
he had the goodnets to hand her down to 
the entrance door of the ſtage, on which 
' The took her ſcat, when ſhe wes received 
with burits of applauſe, and with all that 
tender jndulgence which a generous pub- 
lic is ever ready to {hew the Fumble ſuitor 
for its patronage and protection. 

Euterpe was become 0 great a favour- 
ite with the Counteſs of — that ſhe was 
always one of her Ladyſhip's party. But 
though Euterpe felt the utmoſt gratitude 
for the many marks of favour with which 
ſhe honoured her, yet, ſhe never was per- 
fectly ealy in her Ladyſhip's company; 
as her converſation was often of the 
groſſeſt kind, and that in the preſence of 
her own footmen! It is range to think 
that any woman of faſhion and education 
ſhould ſo debaſe themſelves as to utter 
fuch expreihons as one would icarce ima- 
gine could come from the mouth of a 
female, above the degrce of a ſoldier's 
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trull! But to ſuch odious lengths did hei 
Lady ihip carry this ſtyle of converſa. 
tion, that he would ſometimes launch 
ſuch filthy expreTions as decency ſorbids 
us to repeat! As the tollowing anecdote 
is rather laughable, we cannot refrain from 
giving it as a liule ſpecimen of that ſami- 
liariiy which ſubhited betwixt herſelf and 
her ſervant. Her Ladyſhip having rung 
the bell, ſhe ordered the ſootman to tell 
Bridget (who wes her waiting woman) to 
come to her; but as Bridget did not ap- 
pear, the bell was rung a ſecond time, 
when the footman was alked why Bridget 
did not come? The man replied that e 
would nt come Teil me, Torn,” laid the 
Counteſs, © I inſiſt upon it, waat did ſhe 
„ fey 2” —“ She ſaid, my Lady, fe would 
& not come.— “ Then,” ſaid her I ady- 
ſhip, go tell the 5---h ſhe hall come.” 
The ſervant returned and told his Lady, 
that Mrs. Bridget perſlted in it, that the 
would not come! © What did ſhe tay, 
* Tom, tell me exatily 2 -“ Why, my La- 
„dy,“ (herc Tom pauted, and ſcratching his 
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ncad endeavoured to retire, but his Lady 
inſiſted upon it, that he ſhould ſpeak out,) 
* why then, my Lady, ſince you will have 
it, the ſaid, go tell the B---h, your miſ- 
I treſs, I will not come 1“ Her Ladyſhip 
only laughed heartily at the ſaucineſs of 
her pert Abigal!! We are very ſorry to 
obſerve, that this is not a ſingular inſtance 
of the aſtoniſhing depravity and want of 
delicacy in ſome ladies of very high rank; 
three ladic: of quality who uſed frequently 
to viſit Lady — ſeemed to take a peculi- 
ar pleaſure in talking obſcenely in the pre- 
ſence of Euterpe, taking delight at behold- 
ing her confuſion, and then ſetting up a 
horſe-laugh! We know another lady, 
latcly dead, of very high birth, that uſed 
not only to talk, but ad in ſuch a manner 
as to ſhock even men, who were eye-witnelſls 
to that franchiſe with which her Lacylhip 
would often indulge herſelf before com- 
pany while they were fitting round the 
table aſter dinner or ſupper. An amiable 
woman who is {till alive, and was this 
Lady's confident, venturing ſometimes to 

You. I. Aa reprove 


13 17 } 


reprove her Ladyſhip for talking and 
acting with ſo little decorum, before her 
elegant and lovely daughters, ſhe only 
laughed and bid her hold her nonſenſe ! 
What an example to four or five innocent 
young girls! What do ſuch mothers de- 
ſerve! We have ſeen this very woman 
come in to breakfaſt, in the preſence of 
two or three men ſervants, with nothing 
on but her ſhift and under-coat, and only 
a very narrow tucker to cover one of the 
largeſt boſoms we ever ſaw! We give 
this as one inſtance, that a woman, as wc 
have mentioned in a former chapter, may 
be chaſte who is not virtuous! for no one 
ever ſo much as whiſpered that ſhe was 
ever guilty of infidelity to her huſband, 
yet ſhe was loſt to modeſty and every 
lentiment of delicacy. 
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CHAT. . 


ERIOUS REFLECTIONS, STORY OF A 
zZOUNG TYGCER DEVOURING A BOY. 
THE FIRST INSTITUTION OF NOBILITY 
{N ORDER TO PROMOTE VIRTUE, THE 
REAL ORIGIN OF THE NOBLE ORDER 
OF THE GARTERK. 


HE preceding anccdotes would al- 
moſt perſuade one to conclude, that 
=DUCATION, howevcr it may influence the 
manners and give that graceful poliſh to 
the exterior, which is ſo irreſiſtably cap- 
tivating, that it ſteals on the heart before 
we have time to guard ourſelves againſt 
the beautiful deception, ſeems but little 
able to alter the real nature and diſpoſi- 
yon with which we are born! From va— 
rious inſtances, we may venture to form 
an opinion, que Chomme eft ne comme il eſt, 
and that education is as neceſſary to con- 
ceal the natural defects of the mind, as 
Aa 2 cloathing 
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cloathing 1s to hide perſonal deformity. 
To ſupport our hypotheſis, we ſhall quote 
a celebrated author, who thus expreſſes 
himſelf on this ſubjea! 


Le peuple ſe montre tel qu'il eſt, n'eſt pas aimable; 


Mais il faut bien que les gens du monde fe degui 
ce ſent, 


« S''ils ſe montroient tels qu' ils ſont, ils feroient hor- 
* recur.” 


Reaſon and philoſophy may, it is true, 
influence our aftions, but our innate dil- 
poſition will always remain ſuch as we im- 
bibed with our primitive exiſtence. The 
mental faculties may certainly be im- 
proved by art and ſtudy, but the heart, the 
ſcat of every paſſion, ſeems totally de- 
_ pendent on itſelf, even xzAsoN is obliged 
too often to ſubmit to its decrees. The 
heart thus poſſeſſing ſuch ſtrong and natu- 
ral powers, quits not ealily its own prero- 
gative, and is ncver totally ſubdued either 
in the cauſe of virtue or vice without ſome 
dithculty. But we know a dignified cha- 
raft-r of a ſuperior worth, whoſe head and 
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heart docs the higheſt honour to humanity, 
who differed widely from us with reſpect 
to the above hypothelis, it being his opi— 
nion, which ſcems to coincide with Llockx, 
that every man is born immaculate, or 
with a mind cqually diſpoſed to receive 
either good or bad impreſions, and that 
it is bad cducation and examples that is 
folely the reaſon of his falling into thoſe 
vicious habits which muſt of courſe tend 
to contaminate his mind: if fo, how then 
is it to be accounted for, that two chil— 
dren born of the ſame parents, brought 
up together, educated in the ſame manner, 
both having the ſame advantages of ex- 
ample and precepts ſhould fo widely differ 
as to form a pcrlteft contraſt to cach other 
as to temper, diſpoſition, ta{tc, manners, 
&c.? Does not this favour ow hypo- 
theſis? Have we not ſeen thoſe who have 
been brought up in the moit virtnons 
manner, turn out infamou'ty bad, whit, 
others who have been caily trained in ha- 
bits of intimacy with perlons whoto wmortts 
were corrupt, and whole examples wo; 
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dangerous to innocence, eſcape unconta- 
minated? What other reaſon ihen can 
be aſſigned, but in both caſes the natura! 
diſpoſition was not to be changed? Alyon 
or tyger is to be tamed, but its fierce diſpo- 
{ition can never be altered, nor can any 
thing ſave us maſter, friend, and benefac- 
tor, from its voracious appetite when once 
it has taſted of his blood! As a moſt me- 
lancholy 1n:tance of the natural propen- 
ity of theſe animals to thirſt after human 
blood, we will relate the following well- 
known ſact, which happened ſome years 
go on board the ſhip which was com- 
manded by Admiral Medley. One of 
the ollicers had brought up a young tvger 
:0 be ſo tame that it went about the ſhip 
at full liberty ; was careſſed and played 
with by alt the ſhip's crew, without any 
Hunt having the leaſt idea of danger, and 
t oven ſuffered the children to get upon 
„ back; but behald, a little negro boy 
COND tothe captain, who uſed to feed 
u, and Jet the on the bed with him, hap- 
o-ncd, by ſome accident, to ſcratch his 
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hand, and while he was playing with the 
creature, it happened in fondly licking his 
hand, to taſic his blood, and immediately 
devoured him! and before the perſon 
who was witnels to this dreadful accident 
could go and alarm any one in the hip, 
there was nothing left of the poor unſor- 
tunate negro but his head, with which the 
animal was amuling ufclf, in fight of the 
aſtoniſhed and terrified ſpectators! Thus 
it is with che human ſpecies, where natura. 
propenlitics will ſooner or later betray 
themſclves. Reaſon may teach a man tv 
govern or even to conceal it, but his na- 
ture and innate inclinations will continue 
the ſame, though they may only diſcover 
them perhaps, when he from paſſion is off 
his guard, or is intoxicated w:th drink ; 
which, no doubt, has given riſe to a weil 
known proverb, that a man is belt 
„ known in his cups.” It might be na- 
turally concluded from the forcgoing Ipe- 
cimens of certain noble perſonages, that 
people of high rank are infinitely worſe 
than thoſe of inferior ſtations; but we 

do 
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do not with to inſinuate ſuch an idea, as 
natural diſpoſition, and propenſities to 
either virtue or vice, have nothing to do 
with either high or low birth: one might 
as well imagine that it was in the power of 
a ſtar and ribband to metamorphole a 
{crub into a man of worth and honour; 
no, nature has dealt the ſame with them as 
with others, for cop has made no kind of 
difference as to our entrance into the world 
or our cæit out of it, as all mankind are 
made of the ſame materials, and are 
equally ſubjett to death and the grave. 
But perſons of high rank being accuſtom- 
ed to flattery and adulation, as well as to 
be approached with the moſt reſpectſul 
awe by atrain of dependantsand intereſted 
ſycophants; they really begin to think 
themſclves ſometimes of a ſuperior caſt to 
the reſt of their fellow creatures! (we 
ſpcak only of thoſe nobles, who pofſeſs but 
a weak underſtanding) for the more deficient 
a human creature is in his intellects, the 
more arrogant and elf - conceited he 
grows; being puffed up with ſelf impor- 
tance, 
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tance, and forgetful that, however high 
in honours, titles and fortune they may 
be, the day cannot be far off, when no 
eye will be able to diſcover the moul- 
dring body of a Prince from that of his 
menial ſervant! Such, therefore, do not 
think it at all incumbent on them to take 
any pains to conceal thoſe inclinations and 
propenſities to vice and folly which more 
{ervile and vulgar minds would bluſh to 
diſcover, but ſuch perſonages ought to be 
reminded of one truth, which they cannot 
be ignorant of, however unwilling they 
may be to own it; that the only ſuperi— 
ority- that one individual can have over 
another, conſiſts in {ſuperior TALENTS, 
3ENSE and vigtute! Theic arc the rich 
gifts that man has received from his Crea- 
tor: while titles, birth and fortune, are the 
offspring of chance, induſtry or policy ; 
and add nothing to che intrinſic value of 
a men, True nobility coalilts in endea- 
vouring, by example and precept, to ex- 
tenuate VICE and promote VIRTUE; to 
be above doing a baſz and diſhonourable 
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action; to alleviate the ſorrows oi luch of 
their fellow creatures whom fortune has 
not befriended, and to ſtretch out the 
hand of benevolence, and liberally re 
ward indigent merit wherever it be ſound. 
Such a SUPERIORITY 1s the true genuine 
ſtamp of real nobility, which eque'ly dil. 
dains prodigality and avarice ; denics 
from its preſence the infamous panders 
ci debauchery and diſſipation; and wile 
it maintains the dignity belonging to 1t> 
charaQter, does not inſult poverty wit! 
the gaudy ſplendour oirulclols often anos, 
It is not to be difputud, that cvery men's 
real worth is centered within himlelf; ky 
neither can receive additional lafire from 
external ornaments, titles and riches, or 
loic his watrinftc value by rags and poverty; 
but in the cyc of the ignorant multitude, 
who are too apt to ſuffer their minds 10 
be biaſled by the outward and generally 
falſe appearantes of things, and who do 
not conlider, that io fee things as they 
pear. and as they really are, require very 
1Mferent optic: f To form cur judoment 
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a mans interior worth from, and to 
1o{pect and cltzem him for, his exterior 
appearance, is juſt as abſurd as if we were 
to take a hking and attach ourſelves to 
the icilow who grinds the organ about the 
ſtreets, becauſe our ears are delighted with 
the mclodcious ſounds which he produces 
irom its exquiſite mechamſm! But no- 
thing is more truce than what we are going 
% objervc, which 15,—we ſuffer ow judg- 
ment to be too often biaffed and, by that 
means, impoſed upon, by thoſe objects 
which, at the firit glance, firike the mind 
with vencration and awe, but, upon a 
nearcr view loſe their ſuppoſed value, when 
their intrinſic merits are minutely cxamin- 
ed. Such inlluence have great names 
over the minds of the vulgar, that they 
cannot guickly forego the notion that 
greatneſs of foul and every virtue that 
can adorn numanity arc anncxed to them. 
It is therefore neceſſary for the bencht of 
individuals, occaſionally to draw alide 
the veil, and diſcover to the infatuated 
eRators the real features, ſuch as nature 
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formed them; without the aid of thoſe 
arts which are meant to allure, to cap- 
tivate and impoſe on the underſtanding ! 
The ill conicquences which ariſe from 
ſuch deceptions are oftentimes moſt ſe- 
verely felt by the credulous and undil- 
cerning part of mankind, who are unac- 
quainted with the nue characters of thoſe 
to whom they have been accuſtomed to 
look up with reverence, having had no 
other means by which they could form 
their opinions, but from the public conduct 
of {uch perſons, either in the ſenate, the 
drawing room, in courts of juſtice, or 
even in the pulpit. They are well aware, 
who are ſcen in ſuch ſituations, that every 
eye is fixed upon them, and that they are 
criticaily obſerved. They are, therefore, 
upon their guard, on theſe occaſions, and 
ſtudious how to gain popular applauſe ! 
It is not then in ſuch ſituations that the 
true diſpoſition of a man can be thorough. 
iy known, it muſt be in private life, when 
retied among his moſt intimate friends; 
where it is probe ble he may throw afide all 
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guſſimulation; but more particularly 
among his dependants, and thoſe who 
fear his frowns, or have ſavours to aſk, 
that we can be able to form a true judg- 
ment of what he really :s But let it not 
be thought by the above remarks that we 
mean to intimate that there are not an in- 
finite number of noble perſonages whoſe 
virtues do honour to their exalted fta- 
tions, and who keep up the true dignity 
of xnoB1iLITY, by impliculy adhering to 
thoſe principles which can alone entitle 
them to the rank they hold! For the in- 
ſtitution of nobility, no doubt, was origi- 
nally deſigned as an encouragement to 
VIRTUE, to reward great TALENTS and 
VALOUR IN war! To diſlinguiſh ſuch 
who were thus ſignalized by nature, it was 
thought neceſſary to grant them TITLES; 
and as a further mark of public approbati- 
on, badges of diſtinction were intended as 
a viſible mark of the good qualities they 
poſſeſſed, which might appear confpicu- 
ous to the ſurroundings multitude, who 
were thus taught to Cilinouith, among 
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their brethren, che truly good and gieat, 

and likcwiſe to convince them that it was 

MERIT alone, which can give real diſting, 

tion. Hence aroſc thoſe perſonai badges 

ol merit, which cvery uation of Europe 

has adopted: among the firſt in eſtimation 
at this day, 15 the Order of the Garter ! 

ich birth was not then the principal qua- 
irfication to attain that diſtiiciion. Such 
an exaltation was conlerred in conlc- 
quence of ſuperior worth: at we fame 
ime there is no reaſon, in fact, wry the 
Children of ſuch men ſhould be entitled 
to the ſame mark of diſtindtion, unleſ 
they poſſeſſed all thoſe virtues and talent» 
ior which their parents wcre ſo juſtly cha- 
raderized: but to behold a man with a 
{ſymbol of honour at his breaſt, who ha: 
not perhaps one of thoſe intrinhe good 
aualitigs for which his anceſtors became 
-nobled, is really a ridicule and a de- 
-raJation of nobility ; and, ol courſe, is 
ne truc Cauic that the vencration and re- 
pect it was wont to inſpire, is daily di— 
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che 7d Cauſe, we will venture to affim, 
why the minds of men in different nations 
have been filled with the republican prin— 
ciple,! for there is no reaſon to doubt, 
if the nobles had never deviated from 
principles of truc honour, and had not 
negledted thole qualiſications wiich alo:c 
can conſtitute rea! GREATNESS, they would 
G1 couric have been regarded as models 70 
the rell of maen.ud! But when, eva: 
men of mean vidcritandings, perceive 
(not to mention thoſe of dilcernment anc 
merit, to whom it mull be a bitter reflec. 
tion) that the very perizns to whom they 
are compelled, throuzu cuſtum and 1 
ſhion, to bend and humble theufelves, 
are on an equal and oftertnnes iertor 
footing with reſpedt to natural endov- 
ments, it muſt, of courlc, levlibly hurt 
their feelings, and create that diflatisiac- 
tion in their hcarts towards a claſs of 
people who ovgnt to inſpire the lower 
orders of men with veneration and re- 
pelt? Ent let them who wear the $14R 
be wet nuuudfal that it is (among 
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hicroglyphics) an emblem of prudencc, 
the rule of all virtues! Therefore, it 


any man wears that badge of honour who 
docs not poſſeſs virtue, he is guilty of as 


palpable a falichood as a profligate liber— 


tine would be if he were by way of de- 
ception, to put on the ſacred garments oi 
a Divine! The CARTER, Which is the 
honourable badge of diflinttion, which 
accompanies that of the sTar, the infti- 
tution of which does not, as it is vulgarly 
:magined procced from lo trivial a ground 
as a Lady's Garter, was * Inſtituicd by 
Edward the Third, from having given his 
garter as a ſignal to a very fortunate battle; 
he therefore incorporated a ſelect number 
into a fraternity in the year 1350, who 
being honoured by this mark of diſtinc- 
tion, they were called Knights of the 
Garter, and by this garter they are ſym- 
bolically put in mind to att by the maxims 
of GOOD FAITH, SINCERITY, and ELI. 


Cox, not to violate the engagements of 


FRIENDSH1P, the law of Aus, the pRI- 
VILEGES of PEACE, or to do any thing 


COnty «Ly 


* 

p 

1 
£ 


( 193 ) 

* contrary to articles of PROBITY, u. 
© NOUR and JUSTICE,” ſo that it is clear 
that theſe marks of diſtinction were ori- 
ginally given with an intention to pro- 
mote the cauſe of vixTrUE, and ui courſe 
to diſcourage vice! To buall, therefore, 
of high birth is a tolly, unlecis it be ec- 
compantied by the above appendages, and 
then, 1ndecd, it well deſerves that homage 
which the nobles themiclves are lo anxi- 
ous to obtain! 

6 There are (lays that very elegant 
writer, Madame de Lambert) many lorts 
of greatneſs, which demand as many 
kinds of homage ; that which is rcal 
and perſonal ought to be held in the 
& firſt eſtimation, To thoſe who are 
elevated, and hold places of dignity 
and honour, great reſpect is ccrtatuly 
due, but then it is exterior reſpect 
„ only. Sentiment and merit require 
both eſteem as well as reſpect. But 
when virtue, talents, fortune and ho- 
nours have cxalted a man, his inf{lu- 
ence becomes doubly great; therefore 
Vor. I. CC s the 
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the reſpect, cſteem and ſubmillion, dur 
„ to him, ought to be in proportion.” 

Among theic laſt mentioned, Britain 
can happily boaſt of a SyLxcEk,a Nolks, 
a Hannixcrox, and a Bricn Avr, who 
we will venture to pronounce, pollc!: 
every cxcclicnce that can do honour to 


NOBILITY, and, above all, to nun 
{AaTUREY! 


CHAP. XXII. 


"UTERPE REFUSES TO ACCEPT Ot AN IN- 
VITATION FROM LADY SWINDLETOXN. 
A SKETCH OF THAT. LADY S CHARAC- 
TER. 


UTERPE having po curcd by hei 


muſical talents and the generoſity of 


her friends, that ſufficiency which would 
cnable her to purſue her ſavorite ſcheiac 
ol retiring into the country, was making 

thc 
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ne neceſſary preparations Tor her quit. 
ing town, when ſhe received an invitation 
;rom the Counteſs of — to take up her 
Ire abode with her Ladyſhip. As Eu- 
terpc was now poſtelicdlota ſmall indepen— 
ucncy, ſhe no longer felt her former aver- 
on to accepting her Ladyſhip's offer, as 
her pride would not be wounded by the 
vcing upon the footing of a depen— 
ant; in which charadter ſhe might have 
been regarded, if ſhe had been without the 
competence ſhe now polleficd. But as 
ihe would now be received as a viſitor 
who rather conferred a favour than re- 
ceived one (as her ſociety had been much 
ſought after in the very irlt circles on ac- 
count of her muſical talents) it was a 
icmptation ſhe did not feel inclined to 
reſiſt, though ſhe did not altogether ap- 
prove of her Ladyſhip's manners and 
converſation. Having previoully pro- 
miſed her friend, Lady Elizabeth Tudor, 
to accompany her to Felix Hall, the felt 
nerſelf under an obligation to keep her 
promiſe, particularly, as ſhe had made an 
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oſſer of ſtanding god- mother to the child 
of which her friend was then pregnant, and 
as that event was cxpettci( to take place 
about the middle of the ſummer, ſhe pro- 
poſed to go in the autumn to the Counteſs 
of —, but an old friend of Euterpe's abſo- 
lutely ſet his face againſt it, well know- 
ing, he ſaid, the Counteſs's hab:ts, which 
he ovſerved io Mr. Tudor, could not be 
very auvantagecous to the charatter of any 
young girl, who ſhould be unfortunately 
fixed upon as a favourite; for the Jong 
reigning ſavourite who was upon the brink 
of loſing her influence had been ſcouted 
by the men for ſome ycars! But Eu— 
tcipe's friends found it a very difficult 
matter to convince her that ſhe could be 


in the leaſt danger of being ſt:gmetrfed by 


throwing hericlf under the patronage of 


a lady of fuch high rank and fituation ; 
being then too ignorant of the wiles daily 
pradiſed 1a the world to have the ſmalleſt 
idea that it was poſſible to be ruined (for 
fo her friends termed it) by a woman, and 
particularly a woman too of ſuch high 
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quality: nor could ſhe be made to com- 
prehend all they alledged againit her La- 
dyſhip, whoſe only fault ſhe thonght was 
the expreſſing herf lf with two 1ndccent a 
freedom; which however indecorous and 
diſeuſiful, „et fre could no concave it 
could (as had been znfenualcd) be the cauſe 
of injuring ker reputation: wt all events, 
ſhe thought if it was deemed improper to 
live ahog-ther with her Lady ſhip, that 
there could be no reaſon why me ſhould 
be guilty of fo much ingratitude as to 
leave town, without taking leave of Lady 


She accordingly vent and wes 
received with orcat alleGion by her, who 
with the Earl invited Euterpe to vo with 
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them to their feat at —. But whe 


Euterpe informed her that the wes ahſo— 
lutely engaged to go with Lady Elizabeth 
Tudor to ſtand god-mother to her child, 
the Counteſs ende: voured to perſuade 
her to procure a proxy, and continued to 
preſs her much to accompany them iyto 
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the country; at the lame time promiſing 
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in diamonds, as a token of her great c- 
card. The Lady then embraccd her with 
a degree of tcnderncls that greatly ſur- 
priſed Euterpe, and made her repent of 
having hſtened io any thing that was ſaid 
againſt a Lady who maiailcſted ſo much 
tondncls for her. She then took her 
leave, upon ber promiſing faithfully to 
pav her Lacyſhip a viſit as ſoon as the 
coriftening thould be over, when the Earl 
faid, if Mr. Tudor would ſee her half-way, 
his own coach ſhould meet her on the 
road. On Euterpe's return home the 
found a card of invitation from Lady 
Swindicton, to ſpend the evening with 
her, at which Euterpe was not a little ſur— 
priſed, as ſhe had refuſed to go to hei 
Ladyſhip's houſe on a former occaſion, 
„ her dance) amiable patroneſs Lady G. 
had told her it was a very improper houlſc 
for ſo young a girl to vilit, and gave ſuch 
lrong reaſons far it, that Euterpe had de- 
zermined never to go near her; ſhe, 
ere late, ſent a polite card, and excuſed 
„e, as The was preparing to quit tovn 
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immediately, in company with Lady Fl. 
zabeth Tudor. 

Though this Lady was of a very cpp. 
ſite turn to the Conniiis of yer lh 
was a womin much more to be drcaded 
and of courſe avoidece!, as there wi; 
ſcarcely a vice tit ſhe did not poſlefs! 
The celebrated and highly occompliiliie! 
Miſs owed her ruin to inet profligate 
woman! Her Ladythip was certainly a 
very fine women, and encucd with a goed 


As 


— 


underſtanding, thou _| by no means Hrong 
enough to enable her to conquer ler un- 
ruly paſſions and Aiſerageful propendtiæs. 
Being a woman of very high rank end 
connected with miny of the very hrt fami- 
lies in the kingdom, ſhe wes a principa 
figure in every faſhionable circle, and was 


a leading charadter in the world of diilipa- 


tion, Euterpe's relulul of this Lady's invi- 
tation greatly mortied her pride, as ſhe lit- 
tle expetted to be refuſed by one on whom 
ſhe conceived ſhe was conferring fo high 
an honour! She was not half ſo angry 
at Euterpe's forimer reſulul, well know::s 
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tnat ſic was then under the inftuence of 
the Coruntcis of G. wao never would vii:t 
her Ladyſhip or invite her to any of her 
parties. Euterpe's reaſons for not ac. 
copting the laſt invitation of Lady Swin— 
dleton was partly owing to ſame appre- 
henftonz me wes under of being brought 
into trouble, as it was ſuggeſted to her by 
a particular friend, that her Lady ſhip was 
well known to pracaſe now and then a 
little ger de main for her amuſement as 
well as proiit z which, if it were detected, 
might poſlibly be laid upon an innocent 
young girl] who might be obliged to fuffer 
for her Lady fhip's frolic ; for who would 
valuc even the oath or charaticr of a poor 
fimple girl, let her be cver fo viituous, 
againſt the hare word of a woman of ſuch 
high QUALITY, We cannot, however, 
quit Lady Swindleton without giving one 
or two ſpecimens of her ingenuity, though 
the was ſometimes foiled, and caught in 
her own net. Having bcen invited to 
Ginc with che Dutcheſ of —, where was 
110 the Count de —, ambaſſador ſrom 


the 
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the court of France: his Excellengy pro— 
duced his gold ſnu bos, in which was a 
miniature of the French Queen (conſort 
to Louis XV.) very richly orvamented 
with diamonds, which immediately caugh: 
the eyes of his ſurrounding ſair ſpectators, 
and was handed about from one to the 
other for a conſiderable time; till at 


length, his Exccllency bethought himſelf 


of taking a pinch of muff; but, behold, 
the box was not to be ſound. The Count 


was, as it may be well ſuppoſed, a man of 


fmſhed breeding, but in ſpite of all his 
Holiteſſe, he could not conccel his uncah- 
neſs, and ſaid, that though the box coft 
three hundred pounds, yet it was only for 
the ſake of the miniature it contained of 
his Royal miſtreſs, that he felt the real 
anxiety which he expreſſed. It 1s eaſy 
to conceive the conſternation of every 
one preſent, and each lady began to re- 
pent that ſhe had ever touched tae box! 
The Ducheſs, who, it ſeems, was the hrit 
that received it from the hands of his Ex- 
cellency to admire its cxquiſitæ worxman- 

Vor. I. Dd ihip, 
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hip, diſcovered much more uncafineis 
than any of the other ladies; conſidering 
herſelf as anſwerable for the box, ſhe was 
therefore fully determincd to ſind out, it 
poſſible, into whoſe hands it was fallen 
ſhe was not, indeed, without her fuſpi- 
cions of Lady Swindlcton, well knowing 
that her Ladyſhip had often been remark 
ed for playing her cards to her own advan- 
tage. She therefore made uſe of the fol. 
lowing ftratagem, which prevented any 
of her viſitors from being offended with 
her Grace's endcavours to find out in 
whoſe rich trappings the box was caughk 
for at that time, it was the faſhion to weat 
an infinity of furbclows, tounces and 
pufſed drapery, which has been oftcn 
found to be very convenient to catch a 


brilliant, or any kind of valuable trinket, 


or even a guinea, which might otherwiſe 
have been totally loſt! Nay, Miſs — the 
protege of this very lady, playing at whit 
once found by accident an honour that 
lay concceled in the plants of her dreſs, 
ny which ſhe won the game: a gentleman 
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who loit a conhderable ſum by this . 
1th ye, Tail, that Mails had ſo many 
bewitching tricks that ſhe was always ſure 
'0 win her game! 

The Ducheſs, at whole houſe they were 
entertained, begged the gentlemen to 
1etire, and her waiting maids were ac - 
cordingly called in, to help the Ladies 
% undreis. As her Grace herſelf let the 
example, no one dared to murmur, and 
though ſome of the ladics, who were not 
afraid of the box bcing found upon them, 
knowing their own innocence, did not 
much like to diſcover ſome little arts in 


dreſs, which make a woman appear quite 
different thing from what ſhe really was; 
lo that the bolſters, pads, and other little 
matters, &c. &c. to conccal defects, &c. 
cauſed ſome confuhon among the far 
groupe, as cach of them was obliged to 
undergo a very ſtrict examination, and 
every article of dreſs pryed into with the 
utmoſt minuteneſs. But, nevertheleſs, 
thongh ſorely vexed, every one joined 
in their approbation of the method her 

Dd 2 Grace 
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Grace had taken to recover ſo valualic 
a trinket. Even Lady Swindlcton herlelf 
was louder than the reſt, to acknowledge 
the juſtice and prudence of her Grace, 
and immediately ſtripped with great alcit- 
neſs, and aſſiſted the maids in minutely 
ſearching every plait and fold in her 
drapery, when nothing was to be found ; 
upon which ſhe ſeemed more clated than 
any of the others; but in the very mo- 
ment of her exultation, bchold, ſhe hap- 
pened to hit the ſleeve of her ſack againſt 
the back of a chair, which making rather 
a loud report, ſeveral of the ladies ſeized 
upon it, declaring it was the box which 
they ſuppolea had {lipped into the cult; 
but her Ladyſhip declared that what they 
hcard was nothing clſe but the leaden 
weight at the bottom of the ſleeve; but it 


.appcarcd at length, to the great joy of all 


the hall-{tript ladies, and the confuſion of 
the Counteſs, to be the box itſelf! Lady 
Swindleton, {or that evening, loſt much 
of her uſual vivacity. We allo recollett 
two more that do equa! honour to her La- 


dyſhip, 
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Lyſhip, which, perhaps, are not ſo pub- 
icly known, but are not leſs true. A 
voung gentleman of rank and fortune, juſt 
returned from his travels, was introduced 
10 Lord Swindleton, whoſc Counteſs was 
fo ſtruck with the brilliancy of the viſi— 
tor's buckles, as to beg he would favour 
her with a ncarcr vicw of them, when he 
politely gave her one for her inſpection, 
which ſhe perccived contained diamonds 
of great value, and begged that ſhe might 
keep it till next morning, when ſhe would 
lend carly for her jeweller, whom ſhe 
would order to make her juſt ſuch another 
pair; and if he would alſo leave the 
other buckle, ſhe would lend him a pair 
of hers, to wear in the mean time. The 
gentleman readily complied with her La- 
dyſhip's requeſt, and the next morning 
ſhe ſent for her jeweller, and ordered him 
to make her, as ſoon as poſſible, a pair of 
buckles of the fineſt paſte, to reſemble 
the others in every point; that no one 
could perceive the leaſt diſſerence. The 
jeweller promiſed to make her a pair of 

the 
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ne fineſt compolition, and that the niceſt 
eve ſhould not be able to diſcern the dif- 
foreacc : ker 4 rders were accordingly ex 
ccuted in a very few days, when ſhe ſent 
ti m eto the gentleman, with many thanks 
for . © ule of them. They were fo well 
!rnſhed, that he bad not any conception 
of the trick which he had been played 
Some time alter, the gentleman propoſed 
to have a pair of paſte buckles made after 
the ſame model as thoſe he had in dia- 
monds, to wear by candle light; foi 
which purpole he went to a jewcller, who 
happened to be the very ſame who had 
been employed by Lady Swindlcton, and 
alked him if he could make a pair ol 
paſte buckles, which ſhould diſplay as 
fine a luſtre at candle-light, as thoſe he 
had in diamonds, at the ſame time gave 
him one of his own buckles. The inſtant 
the jeweller took it in his hand he ſaid, 
why fir, 7 made this buckle myſelf for 
Lady Swindlcton but a ſew weeks ago, 
pray have you got the other? the gentle- 
man, with ſome ſurprize, rephed, you 

made 
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made it, ſurely you do not know what 
you are ſaying, for I gave for them, with 
the {lock and knee buckles, no leſs a ſum 
than five hundred pounds, at Paris! 
Indeed lir, ſaid the jeweller, you are 
much deceived in thinking theſe are real 
diamonds, for I made them exactly after 
the model of a pair of diamond buckles, 
which ſhe gave me for the purpoſe. 
Are you willing, ſaid the aſtoniſhed gen- 
tleman, to ſay this in the preſence of that 
lady? to be ſure I will, replied the jew- 
cller, and. without the leaſt heſitation, 
immediately accompanied the gentleman 
to her ladyſhip's houſe; when, to her utter 
confuſion and mortification, ſhe wa 
obliged to change buckles with the gcn- 
tleman, who was fo irritated, that he 
took no pains to conceal the tranſaction. 
Her lady ſhip's ſkill in theſe matters cannot 
be wondered at, when we recollet& that he 
began to exerciſe her ingenuity at a very 
carly period; for, while ſhe was in her 
teens, ſhe was invited to a very grand 
iyeaklaſt, given by Lady N. P. where. 
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among the many ſplendid curioſities whic i 
graccd her Lady ſhip's fete, were half a 
dozen molt beautiful and coſtly cups, oi 
very old and valuable china. Aſter the 
company were gone, Lady N. P. miſſing 
theſe cups, her ſuſpicions immediately 
tell on the right object, and immediately 
paid a viſit to the young lady's father, 
whom ſhe accoſted in the following man- 
ner: I am come to tell your — that girl 
of yours, wall be totally ruined, if von 
& don't correct her, and break her of her 
& tricks in time; ſhe has poſlefled lerſet! 
& of my half dozen cups, „iich has. 
& been in our family above an hundre:! 
& ycars, and are ſuch as cannot be match- 
& ed cven in China, and I do init upon 
<& jt, that they are immediately ſent back. 
& or I am determined to proſecute her. 
Though this menace was pronoun. 
with a conſiderable degree of anger aud 
Juſt reſentment, the for {ome time 
endeavourcd to laugh it off, as a %% 
trick, and did not, or pretended not, to bo- 
lieve that the was in earneſt; bat her La. 
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dy hip ſeeing him treat the matter ſo 
lightly, ſhe was the more enraged, and 
{wore, © by the living God, that ſhe was re- 
e {olved that nothing ſhould prevent her 
from employing the power of the law 
** to recover her property!“ The conſe- 
quence was, that the china was fent back 
the very next morning ! 


CHAP, XXIII. 


$18 WILLIAM BON TON OBLIGED TO GO 
ABROAD, THROUGH THE EXTRAVA- 
GANCE OF HIS WIFE, REFLECTIONS 
UPON HER CONDUCT, 


E will now, for the laſt time, turn 

our attention towards the once 
hoſpitable manſon of that truly amiable 
and friendly man, Sir William Bon Ton 
and his diſſipated conſort, from whole un- 
bounded extravagance we ſee him plung- 
VoI. I. E e ed 
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ed in ruin, and obliged to viſit his eſtates 
abroad, in order to repleniſh his impo- 
veriſhed finances. The many mortifica- 
tions his Lady ſuffered at not being able 
to figure away as ſhe had hitherto done, 
by which ſhe loſt much of her influence 
in the polite circles, may be eaſily con- 
ceived. The being doomed to experi- 
ence a reverſe of fortune was more than 
her weak mind was able to ſupport! She 
ſelt not the injury ſhe had done her huſ- 
band, or the loſs of his ſociety ; no, ſhe 
ſelt only for herſelf, when ſhe found that 
ſhe was forſaken by thoſe, who paid her 
the moſt aſhduous court, when ſhe was in 
affluence, and now rather ſhunned and 
avoided her. Thus was this vain, often- 
tatious woman puniſhed, who, a ſtranger 
to ſentiment and the finer fcelings, lament. 
ed only that ſhe was deprived of the 
means of continuing thoſe riotous plea- 
ſures, which muſt ever end in remorſe, 
ſhame and diſappointment. So true it is, 
that a mind loſt to every virtuous ſenſa- 
tion 15 always bereft of that conſolation 


which 
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which ſooths and comforts a good mind 
under affliction! for though virtue may 
not always meet with its own reward, in 
this world, but in the ſweet contempla- 
tion of having done our duty; yet vice 
never fails meeting with its puniſhment, 
if it were only in thoſe bitter reflections 
which muſt of courſe deſtroy the inward 
peace of mind; and thoſe feelings of re- 
morſe with which the ſoul will be attack- 
ed, when at the fatal moment it perceives 
the cold hand of death uplifted to call it 
to an account for the purſuit of vain, 
frivolous and vicious pleaſures, in which 
the mind can never taſte any true and ſo- 
lid happineſs. 

How diflerent were the feelings of Eu- 
terpe, exulting in her own innocente, en- 
joying the happy effects of a good con- 
ſcience, which was not in the power of 
her enemies to diſturb ! the moſt invete- 
rate of whom was the noble Earl, who, 
diſappointed and chagrined at his offers 
having been ſcouted, endeavoured to in- 


 Ginuate that it was not for the ſake of 


Ee 2 virtue 
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virtue that ſhe refuſed his propoſal ; but 
her attachment to Mr. Tudor, under whoit 
protection ſhe had put herſelf, at the 
earneſt requeſt of his own wiſe; and by 
whoſe advice alone ſhe left her father's 
houſe! Poor mcan reſentment! Was it 
natural for any one to ſuppoſe that a 
young girl, who had proved her virtuc 
to be ſtronger than her vanity, of which 
the poſſeſſed no ſmall ſhare, ſhould ſuffer 
herſelf to be ſo deluded, even ſuppoling 
ſhe had known that Mr. Tudor had felt 
any particular partiality towards her, as 
to have liſtened to a man, where there 
was no other proſpett but ruin and diſ- 
honour? But even to check the leaf 
{uſpicion how ſhe was ſupported, ſhe pain- 
fully ſubmitted to earn her ſubſiſtence by 
an exertion of thoſe talents which the world 
had flattered her ſhe poſſeſſed! Indecd, 
his Lordſhip's baſe inſinuations were ſo 
very inconſiſtent, that but few were found 


who gave the lcaſt credit to it! There 


were, doubtleſs, many who were glad to 
have ſo favourable an occaſion to blacken, 
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poſſible, the character of a young 
girl who, by their ill natured ſarcaſms, 
maniſeſtly proved that ſhe poſſeſſed ſuf. 
ficient merit to become the object of their 
envy! For,“ ſays the Marquis de Langles, 
„ he who poſſeſſes a mediocrity of talents 
e is the man only who is beloved. We 
„hate the man of abilities, penetration, 
e &c.” And, to the diſgrace of human 
nature, there is nothing that the generality 
of mankind delight in more, than tearing 


to pieces the characters of others; and 


vicious charaQters are not ſuch as are in 
general attacked, becauſ2 they do not 
create envy ! This deteſtable propenlity 
ariſes from different cauſes; and often- 
times from private pique; ſuch was the 
diſappointed Earl's Some from envy, 
not unlikely among ſome of thoſe young 
ladies, the rivals oi Euterpe, who ficken- 
cd at the plaudits that ſhe daily received, 
and at the great notice taken of her by 
the firſt people. But the motives to de- 
trattion in general ſcem to ariſe from 
another cavic ; as weak people ar? apt to 


imagine, 
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imagine, that by exaggerating the follics, 
and diſcovering the weak fide of their 
neighbours, 1t will be ſuppoſed that they 
themſelves are ſree from thoſe delects and 
failings which they ſo ſeverely contemn 
in others! © If,” as a learned divine ob- 
ſerved in the pulpit, © a ſtory be propa- 
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gated to the diſadvantage of another, 
with what cagernels it is whiſpered 
about; but if a man does a good na- 
tured and worthy adlion, how ſilent 
they will be upon the ſubject, or 
at leaſt, beſtow their praiſe with re- 
Iutance ; no man's reputation is ſafe 
who unfortunately becomes the ſubject 
of converſation among theſe {lander- 
ers. He that is guilty of evil-ſpcaking 
is more dangerous than an aſſaſſin, for 
he that takes away my good name robs 
me of more than life 1tlelf ; follow the 
divine precepts,” ſays he, “ of our Sa- 
viour, by doing as you would be done 
unto, Let lim only throw the firſt 


* ſtonc, who is himſelf free from blame.” 
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As we have given the above from me- 
mory, and not verbatim, we have not 
been able to give the Doctor's ſenument 
in that fine flow of language, for wich 
he was ſo juſtly celebrated. However 
ſad a picture of human nature he has 


drawn, we arc ſorry to ſay, it is but too 
juſt a likeneſs ! 


«© Men that make 


« Envy and crooked malice nouriſhment, 
+ Dare bite the beſt.” 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


EUTERPE TAKES LEAVE OF MRS. STATELY 
PREVIOUS TO HER DEPARTURE INTO 
THE COUNTRY. MRS. STATELY $S SEN. 
TIMENTS RELATIVE TO THE EDUCA- 
TION OF YOUNG GIRLS. HER CON- 
VERSATION EVINCES INFINITE GOOD- 
NESS OF HEART, 


EFORE Euterpe left town, ſhe went 

to take leave of her amiable friend, 
Mrs. Stately, to whom ſhe freely ven- 
tured to open her mind; not even con- 
ccaling the cauſe ſhe had to diſapprove of 
the conduct of the Counteſs of in- 
decd, Euterpe was now thoroughly con— 
vinced, from what her friends had ſaid, that 
it would not be prudent to reſide with her 
Lady ſhiip. Mrs. Stately, though ſhe had 
a great regard for the Counteſs's family, 
expreſſed her approbation of Euterpe's 


:*fuling to live with her, and lamented, | 


with 
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with infinite concern, the depravity of 
the faſhionable world; laying the blame 
entircly upon the erroneous mode of Edu- 
cation, as their morals, ſhe obſerved, were 
ſeldom or ever attended to at ſchool ; 
that their external appearance and a ſew 
frivolous accompliſhments in which they 
were likewiſc gencrally very ſuperficial, 
were regarded as matters of ihe higheſt 
importance, whilſt the improvement of 
their minds were abſolutely neglettcd : 
but what is {lil] worle, continued that 
charming woman, is the total neglett of 
RELIGION! It is true they are generally 
paraded to church on a Sunday, dreficd 
in their fineſt trappings, more for the 
credit of the ſchool, than from any other 
motive; and this mult of courſe g] their 


young minds too full of ieif-conceit and 


deſire af admiration, to admit of a Gngle 
though: avout the ſolemn buſineis they 
are going upon: and ſcarcciy do they 
hear another word of religion, the reſt of 
the wech, unleſs it be running over a few 
prayers, which they are not taught to un- 
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derſtand. But as to ſtudying their diipo- 
fitions, taking pains to examine whether 
or no they have propenſities to any par- 
ticular vice, giving chem leſſons of ſound 
morality or exerciſing cheir reaſon, which 
either lics dormant or is employcd in fri- 
volous purſuits, is a matter that few 
ſchool miſtreſſes are capable of; and thoſe 
who are, will not be at the pains; think- 
ing they have ſufficiently done their duty 
in employing maſters to inſtrudt them in 
accompliſhments, according to the pre- 
ſent mode of education. They little 
conſider that all thoſe external advantages 
which render the perſon of a young 
woman ſo captivating, only tend to cor- 
rupt the heart, if the underſtanding be 
not at the ſame time ſufficiently cultivat- 
cd to enable them to make a proper uſe 
of thoſe attractions, which otherwiſe en- 
danger virtue, and often terminate in the 
final ruin of the poſſeſſor. Mrs. Stately 
then quoted that incomparable writer, 
Madame de Beaumont, whoſe ſentiments ſo 
preciſely coincided with her own. © In 
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forming the mind to virtue,” ſays Ma- 
dame de Beaumont, © it is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry never to ſeparate religion and reaſon: 
© the one muſt be dependant on the 
other; for the ſupport of which, it is 
* of the higheſt importance to ſtudy the 
holy ſcriptures, which are alone capable 
of inſpiring us with a juſt idea of the 
© ETERNAL BEING, the recompenſer of 
virtue, and the avenger of crimes ! But 
& independant of another life, or its re- 
„ wards or puniſhments, it is neceſſary 
& for our happineſs and welfare here, to 
follow implicitly the maxims contained 
in that divine book.” The ſame writer 
ſpeaking of the ſacred inſtitution of mar- 
riage which is performed in the name and 
by the order of God, + You cannot break 
through its laws without being guilty 
* of perjury; as you both ſwear to ob- 
ce ſerve, and moſt ſolemnly promiſe ne- 
& ver to violate them, at the foot of the 
& Altar.” Theſe ſentiments of Madame 
de B. ſaid Mrs. Stately, ought to be writ- 
ten in letters of gold, and put into the 
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hands of every young girl, previous 10 
her marriage, that ſhe may be impreſſed 
with horror at the very name of an Adul- 
treſs, which is indiſputably a crime of the 
deepeſt dye! But how little is it regarded 
in this profligate age, and why does this 
profligacy encreaſe, more particularly 
among the higher claſſes? It may be thus 
anſwered, that viciouſneſs commonly pro- 
ceeds from 1DLENESS, an inordinate dit. 
poſition, and a total negle&t of religion, 
for religion is indiſputably the fundamen- 
tal baſis of everyſvirtue; and even deiſſs 
mult allow that, by obſerving and ad. 
hering to the precepts of J:sus CunisT, 
is the only ſure means we have of making 
ourſclves acceptable to the sUPREME 
BEING, | 

The converſation of Mrs. Stately made 
a deep impreſſion on the mind of Euterpc, 
who was much affected at the thoughts 
of leaving this amiable monitor, who was 
in every point of view far ſuperior to 
the generality of her ſex. That ſhe was 
abſolutely free from foibles, we do not 


pretend 


En 


pretend to ſay; but they at lcaſt were 
ſuch, as did not corrupt her heart. The 
love of admiration certainly predomi- 
nated in her charadter; but ſhie vas per- 
ſectly well bred and highly accompliſhed, 
had taken uncommon pains in the im— 
provement of her mind, and was poſſeſied 
of literary attainments ; ſhe poſſeſſed alſo 
a fecling and benevolent heart ; and her 
conduct to a young woman who was ſe— 
duced by her huſband 1s a convincing 
proof of her good ſenſe, as well as of her 
amiable diſpoſition. The circumſtance, 
as nearly as we can recollect, is as fol- 
lows: — Miſs M—y, a young woman of 
great beauty, was put to Mrs. -———, a 
very reſpettable milliner, who reccived 
with her an handſome premium to inftruct 
her in the millinery buſineſs; and to lei 
her be upon a ſuperior footing to the reſt 
of the girls. Mr. Stately happening to 
call onc morning to purchaſe ſome laced 
ruffles, was greatly {truck with the charms 
of Miſs M. and laid the following plan 
to become maſter of her perſon, —He or- 
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dered lace and other millinerv articles to 
be fent him, to a large amount, to take 
abroad with him. Mrs. being lately 
brought to bed, was not ſufficiently re- 
covered to wait upon Mr. Statcly herſell, 
ſhe therefore deſired Mils My to go in 
her ſtcad, and ordered two of ner girls to 
accompany Mils M — with the articles. 
As ſoon as they were brought, he begged 
the favour of Miſs M. to bring them into 
the inner apartment, and put them into 
the portmanteau, in which there was ſome 
other things ready packed; whilſt the 
ſervants were tying it on to the carriage, 
he made ſome pretence to carry her into 
another apartment, when he ſhut the door, 
and immediately hurried her into the 
chaiſe ; the poſt-boys having been previ- 
ouſly ordered to drive off with the utmoſt 
diſpatch, he ſoon reached the ſea coaſt, 
when he embarked with his fair prize for 
the Weſt Indies! The young lady's 
ſituation was truly deplorable ; forced 
into the arms of a man ſhe never could 


endure, obliged to hve in a part of the 


world. 
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world, far removed from cvery friend 
'he had, and where ſhe was more than 
once in danger of being poiſoned, throug! 
the jealouſy of a cook who was a black, 
and had been formerly a favourite of 
Mr. Statcly, by whom he had children 
when he was laſt in the iſland. But in & 
few years Miſs M. was happily rcl-aſed 
{rom her very uncomfortable ſituation by 
the death cf Mr. Statcly, who ſettled 
upon her two hundred pounds a year, 
upon condidion that ſhe never ſhould 
marry! or even live with any man! But 
when ſhe retur--d it, England ſhe met 
with Mr. V—n, who fell in lage with her, 
and ſhe not being inſenhble % his merit, 
their affections were reciprocal; but as 
he could not marry him without forfeit- 
ing her annuity, ſhe went over to Ireland 
with him, where they lived together un— 
diſturbed. Mrs. Stately ſhewed her many 
marks of kindneſs, and alſo had the 500%4- 
neſs to ſec that ker annuiy was purnttually 
paid, being above taking advantage of 
ihe annexed conditions in her huſband's 
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will, which ſhe thought both crucl ang 
unjuſt. This cannot be fairly ſaid to b=- 
an encouragement to vice in Mrs. Stately's 
28 a juſt allowance certainly was to be 
made in a caſe that was conſeſſedly an 
hard one; and as Miſs M—y's charatter 
had ſuffered through no ſault of her own, 
ſc, undoubtedly, was intitled to that 
indulgence which was duc to injured in— 
nocence. This conduct of Mrs. Stately, 
redounds greatly to her honour, for 
there are but very ſew women to be found 
who have the liberality to compaſhonate 
or ſhew the leaſt degree of favour towards 
any woman, to whom their huſbands were 


attached, though as innoccat of giving 


encouragement to their addreſſes as Mits 
M—y. As we have {et out with a deter. 
minetion not to ſpare vice wherever We 
find it, or be deterred from exprefiing 
our indignation of thoſc, however high 
their rank or exalted their ſituation, whoſs 
conduct deſerve cenſure, it is but juſt 20 
give merit its due, and endeavour to pro- 
mote the love of virtue by exhibiting tc 

public 
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public view, ſuch as were, and are now 
ſhining ornaments to the age in which 
they live. We truſt ſuch examples will 
be a ſpur to Emulation, and induce the 
young and amiable female readers, who 
may honour theſe pages with their peruſal 
to imitate thoſe virtues and amiable qua- 
lities which cannot fail to inſure them 
reſpett from their own ſex, as well as ad- 
miration and eſtcem from the men. As we 
have, with great truth, held up Mrs. 
Stately as a character worthy of imitation, 
but at the ſame time hinted, that vanity 
was her predominant, and we might add 
the only ſailing ever laid to her charge, we 
will explain what kind this vanity was. It 
was far from being of that frivolous kind, 
ſo charatterillic of a pert boarding- ſchool 
Miſs, or a ſmartly tricked out milliner's 
girl, whoſe minds are totally abſorbed 
with the idea of making conqueſts by. 
dint of their tabs dry trappings and coqus- 
tiſh airs? No, for though Mrs. S. was 
very attentive to the neatneſs and ele- 
gance of her dreſs (for we may in general 
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be able to form a judgment of a nan 
underſtanding as well as difpoſuiion by her 
manner of dreſſing) yet her anxtous wilt 
to pleaſe and gain applauſe wes founded 
on matters oi much more importance, 
and more worthy the mind of a rational 
being. She Rudicd the beſt authors, and 
endcavourcd to gain a ſuſhicient know- 
ledge of the arts and ſciences, to enable 
her to hold a converſation on the nſtruc. 
de topics with men of ſenſe and lcarning. 
She never entercd into that ſmall talk 
with which thc generality of women en— 
tertain their lriends, either about their 
economy and domeſtic management, the 
cut of a cap or gown. or lome ſuch triſles, 
to fill up that time which is not ſpent in 
ridiculing their acquaintance, ſcandal, or 


cards; for we have known her ſit many 
hours together in perice ſilence, during 
luch tittle-tattic at Bon Ton Hall! She 
excelled in many of the polite accom— 
pliſhments, but her ic! amulement was 
reading the moſt celebrated authors, par- 
iiculariy Liſtory, and in ſtudying the ma- 
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thamatics. And ſince nothing can be las 
0 that Lady's charge but vanity, we wiſh, 
for the take of doing juilice to one of 
the moſt amiable and moſt perfect cha- 
racers we have ever experienced, find 
out an apology cven for ti; and de— 
lend. if poſſible, a ſoihle from which none 
ol us ſeem free. We ſhall, therefore, lirſt 
ſet out by obſerving, as ve hinted above, 
that chere arc two kinds of vanity ; as 
well as two kinds of pride; but as it is 
our wiſh to argue only in !avour of that, 
which is not of the ſr:ivolous kind, we will 
haſten to ſubmit our reaſons to the im- 
partial and candid readers, who, from 
their own feelings, will be the beſt able to 
judge, bow far we have ſucceeded in the 
deſence of hat, which the bulk of man- 
kind pretend to condemn ! 
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CHAP. XXV. 
IN DEFENCE OF VANITY. 


HV is it, that we ſhould be taught 

to think that vanity is ſo great a 
foible? Is it not the parent of every 
excellence? Is it not a ſpur to great 
and noble aftions? Is it not the ſource 
of almoſt every virtne? What would 
become of the arts and ſciences, and even 
commerce would dwindle into nothing, 
but for the demands which vanity creates” 
Is it not vanity which excites in us a de- 
fire to pleaſe and of appearing agreeable 
to others, by which we contribute to the 
comfort, the pleaſure and happineſs of 
thoſe with whom we are connedted ? 
Docs it not maintain politeneſs, good 
breeding, and even cleanlineſs iifelf ? 
SWIFT certainly conſidered it in that light 
when in a letter to Stella, he ſays, ** Do 
not loſe your taſte for dreſs,” If there 
be 
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be any who are not vain, it is probably 
the baſe, the depraved, or the inſenſihle; for 
ſuch as poſſeſs neither genius, talents, or 
any requiſite to pleaſe; they have none of 
thoſc incitements which vaxirty inſpires : 
they, therefore, cither fink into apathy 
or have only a propenlity to follow the 
dictates of a brutal or depraved nature! 
If it be a weakneſs, it is ſuch, however, 
as we have not found any great mar 
free from, either in ancient or modern 
times; no, not even the moſt renowned 
among ihe philoſophers! Who ever be— 
traycd this weakneſs to a greater degree 
than VoliTAirE, when crowned at the 
Theatre at Paris? for he was ſo intoxi— 
cated and overcome by the vociferous 
plaudits of the people that it actually ac- 
cclcrated his death! And, among the an- 
cients, who was more vain than the great 
Cicrxo? He ſeemed, indeed, conſcious 
of his weakneſs, by the diffidence he dil- 
covers, when, in a letter to his friend 
Lucius Lucceius, he endeavours to prevail 
on him to celebrate him in his writings, 
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For a certain awkward mnacity ha: 
always reſtraincd me, lays he, “ fron 
* propoling in perlen what 1 can with 
leſs ſcruple requeſt at this diſtance ;” 
and then growing more bold, he even 
ventures to go lo far as to ſay, „I car- 


80 


* neſtiy intreat you, not to confine your. 
„ fclf to the ſtricteſt Jaws of hiſtory, bu: 
10 give a greater latitude to your en 
* comums than polibly you may thin 
* my actions can claim!” This plainly 


ſhews how ſtrongly perſedions and dc- 


tetts are blended in the compolition of 


man; for though almoſt every one pol. 
ſeſſes this foible (if it be onc) few are ſo 
bold, and fo candid as to own it! But 
what 1s vanity more than an emulation to 
excel, which is not only laudable in itſeli, 
but 1s certainly natural to a gencrous and 
noble mind. Much more might be ſaid 
in juſtißcation of this predominant pal- 
ton, which 1s the ſource of all our hap- 
pinels, though frequently alſo of our 
miſery : but Ce and EVIL follow fc 
cloſely at the heels of each other, that we 
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carcciy know preciſely where to Grew 
he line which ſeparates them! But 2 
n pallion whu'cver to which the hunian 
mind i, ſuhjett, is given us in vain, 


mull of coule conclude, that it is the 


good or had uic we make of their, that 15 


the ſole cavic of good or evil artfing fron 
them! The bel, inings which the DU NT 
Being has given us, may, by Gur gen in 
temperate in ul rence of them, he pro- 


ductive of the moit pernicio!s effect 


and, on the contrary, the molt deadly 
poiſon, when admivitered by + ikillful 
hand, may become fulutary and chica- 
cious. We mult not omit to mention the 
vanity likevwiſe of Rouss:av; after a 
long liſt of enco mung on runtelf, waly 
hieuling, be end thus: re, whom 
1 prevent from fleeping, will parody 
e theſe lines; his agrols injuries are en 
* homage wWaich he is bound io ren 
s me in Init of himſeit!“ Now 1 th! 
lelf-ſame vanicy is A defect ind a woeknote, 
let the nnen in _particulai. who arc to 
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nor be any longer aſhamed of that having 
been laid to their charge, from which the 
moſt learned and wiſeſt philoſophers are 
not wholly cxempt. 

As we have alrcady mentioned that 
there arc alſo two kinds of RIDE, as 
much might be ſaid upon that ſubject as 
of vanity ; cach being too often ſpoken 
of indiſcriminately, without properly ob- 
ſerving that a virtuous pride and a wrong- 
headed or fooliſh pride are as diametri- 
cally oppoſite to cach other as vice and 
virtue, or as a frivolous and ſelf-conceited 
vanity, ariſing from a narrow mind, is to 
the noble and laudable emulation to excel. 
A wrongheaded pride may be fully called 
a mania; for phylicians acknowledge that 
above half the maniacs loſe their reaſon 
through an intolcrable rank pride. We 
ſhall, therefore, ſtyle all the ill qualities 
that may procced irom ſuch a ſort of pride 
under the appellation of a mana; for 
inſtance, the inſolent over-bearing pride 
of thoſe who have no other merit what- 


ever to recommend them but what is 
called 
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called gh hin, who think every indi— 
vidual that has not rank, creatures be— 
neath their notice, are all maniacs. hoe 
who poilels imme riches an! arr 
ganily lo ok down on fuch wid are poor 
and untortunatc, arc #42ac. With theft 
two lets of mamacs above mentioned, 
neither learning, virtuc, talents, accom— 
ph{hments, or any good quality whatever 
have the leaſt degree of merit; if not ac- 
companied by cither high birth or fortune. 
Stevens, on his LeQure en Heads, ex- 
hibited one which he obſerved was the 
head of a proud men; * All heads,“ laid 
the wit, “in this predicament, are un— 
& found, This man was rich, and as 
„ wealth is a hot bed to raiſe flatterers, 
& he had enough of them.” 

But i would take up too much time to 
enumerate the number of mamiacs of ib1s 
kind. It 1s needlels to give a delinition 
of a virtuous pride, as it muſt of courſe 
be productive of qualities of a contrary 
nature. It is ſullicient to ovlerve, that 
the former degrades and lowers humanity, 
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wv hilcthe latter is ſuch as redounds to their 
honour, who, by pratiiling every virtue, 
maintain the real dignity of human na- 
ture! 
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Dedication.— Page xi. line 4th from the bottom, 
for laft read la}. 
Page 47—line 15 for hoop the read hoop ber, 
53 line 16 for deſigned read dergned. 
55—line 7 for Mr. L read A. L. 
79—lines 15 and 16 for ether things read their 
Fuments. 
194—line 5 from the bottom, read Euterpe 
having procured. 
220— line 10 for diſpoſition read diffipation, 


